
You Wouldn't Want to be a Slave in Ancient
Greece
Imagine living in a society where your fate is determined by birth. A society where
being born into servitude means a lifetime of backbreaking labor, limited freedom,
and endless hardships. In ancient Greece, being a slave meant just that. While
ancient Greece is celebrated for its rich cultural contributions, democratic ideals,
and advancements in philosophy and science, it is equally important to shed light
on the dark side of this golden age of civilization: the institution of slavery.

Slavery was an integral part of ancient Greek society, with thousands of
individuals living as slaves. These slaves, known as "doulos" or "oiketas," were
considered property rather than human beings. They were bought and sold,
owned by individuals from all walks of life, including aristocrats, merchants, and
even fellow slaves who rose to positions of power.
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Life as a slave in ancient Greece was a constant struggle. Slaves were subjected
to harsh physical, mental, and emotional abuse. The work they performed varied
from domestic chores, such as cleaning and cooking, to laboring in fields, mines,
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or workshops. Slaves were expected to work tirelessly, their bodies often marked
by scars, a testament to the cruelty inflicted upon them by their owners.

One of the most infamous aspects of slavery in ancient Greece was the sexual
exploitation of female slaves. These women were known as "pornai" and were
forced into prostitution, often enduring unimaginable suffering. Their lives were
plagued by abuse, humiliation, and the constant threat of violence.

While some slaves were lucky enough to find compassionate owners who treated
them with relative kindness, such cases were rare. Slaves lacked basic rights and
legal protection, leaving them vulnerable to the whims and desires of their
owners. Their lives were at the mercy of those who held power over them, and
their existence was one of constant oppression.

It is important to remember that the ancient Greeks themselves recognized the
moral and ethical implications of slavery. Philosophers such as Plato and Aristotle
even debated its merits and drawbacks. However, their discussions did little to
change the reality of the enslaved individuals who lived in their midst.

Despite the hardships faced by ancient Greek slaves, it is also worth mentioning
the resilience and determination they displayed. Many slaves sought solace in
forming strong interpersonal bonds with their fellow slaves, creating support
systems and even engaging in secret rituals or acts of rebellion. These small acts
of defiance provided a glimmer of hope amidst the darkness of their everyday
lives.

As we reflect upon the accomplishments of ancient Greek civilization, it is
imperative that we acknowledge the inherent inequalities and injustices that
prevailed within it. Slavery was an ugly stain on this otherwise glorious period,
reminding us of the harsh realities faced by those trapped in a life of servitude.



Fortunately, the abolition of slavery eventually came, as societies progressed and
evolved. Today, we must remember the struggles faced by those who came
before us and ensure that we continue to strive for greater equality and justice.

So, next time you find yourself daydreaming about living in ancient Greece,
remember that you wouldn't want to be a slave. Let us learn from history and
work towards a world where nobody is bound by the chains of servitude.
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Seized by slave traders, separated from your native tribe, your family and friends,
you are put up for sale in the slave market. Your life will be spent fetching and
carrying and pampering the egos of your masters. The household chores are
back-breaking. You have no rights: you can't vote or take holiday or rest if you are
ill. You really wouldn't want to be a slave in ancient Greece!

This title in the best-selling children’s history series, You Wouldn't Want To…,
features full-colour illustrations which combine humour and accurate technical
detail and a narrative approach placing readers at the centre of the history,
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encouraging them to become emotionally-involved with the characters and aiding
their understanding of what life would have been like as a slave in ancient
Greece. Informative captions, a complete glossary and an index make this title an
ideal to the conventions of information books for young readers. It is an ideal text
for Key Stage 2 shared and guided reading and helps achieve the goals of the
Scottish Standard Curriculum 5-14.
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