
Why We Can Afford To Abandon Our Public
Schools
In recent years, the debate surrounding the education system has been hotter
than ever. One side argues for the need to invest in public schools, while the
other suggests that abandoning them altogether might be the solution. It's a
divisive topic that has sparked numerous discussions and arguments among
policy makers, educators, and parents. In this article, we will explore the reasons
why some believe we can afford to abandon our public schools and offer an
alternative perspective on education.

The Pervasive Issues with Public Schools

It's essential to acknowledge that public schools face significant challenges.
Overcrowded classrooms, lack of individual attention, outdated teaching
methods, and limited resources are just a few of the problems that plague the
system. With these issues present, it becomes difficult to provide a quality
education to every student.

Furthermore, bureaucracy often stifles innovation and prevents schools from
adapting to the changing needs of students. Decisions about curriculum, teaching
methods, and even budget allocations are made by distant administrators who
may not fully understand the school's unique context.
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The Cost of Maintaining Public Schools

Public schools require substantial investments from taxpayers. Budget allocations
cover teacher salaries, building maintenance, supplies, and various
administrative expenses. Despite this investment, the results have been
underwhelming. Standardized test scores often fail to meet expectations, and the
achievement gap persists among students from different socioeconomic
backgrounds.

Redirecting these funds to other education initiatives could potentially yield better
results. For example, supporting charter schools or investing in individualized
online learning programs could provide tailored education experiences for
students. Additionally, creating more vocational and technical training
opportunities could better prepare students for the job market.

The Changing Landscape of Education

The rapid advancement of technology has given rise to new possibilities for
education. Online learning platforms, augmented reality, and virtual classrooms
are becoming increasingly popular alternatives to traditional classrooms. These
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technological developments offer the potential for personalized and engaging
learning experiences that cater to each student's strengths and weaknesses.

Furthermore, the gig economy and the rise of remote work have changed the
landscape of employment. Traditional academic pathways are no longer the only
route to success. Emphasizing entrepreneurship, critical thinking, and creativity
rather than solely focusing on rote memorization could better serve students in
this new reality.

Alternative Approaches for Education

Advocates for abandoning public schools argue that the education system needs
a complete overhaul. They propose various alternatives to traditional schooling
models, such as homeschooling, private schools, or community-based learning
centers. These alternatives aim to provide more flexibility, personalized attention,
and hands-on experiences for students.

Empowering parents to choose the educational setting that best suits their child's
needs could create a diverse and dynamic ecosystem of learning opportunities.
This approach encourages competition and innovation, resulting in improved
outcomes for all students.

Involvement of the Community

Another argument in favor of abandoning public schools is the importance of
community involvement in education. By decentralizing the education system,
communities have the opportunity to take ownership of their schools. The
involvement of parents, local businesses, and community organizations can lead
to stronger connections between schools and their surroundings.



Community-based education models allow for a more comprehensive
understanding of students' needs and aspirations. It enables schools to integrate
practical, real-world experiences into the curriculum, ensuring that education is
relevant and applicable outside the classroom.

While there are valid concerns about abandoning public schools, exploring
alternative approaches to education is necessary. The current education system
largely relies on outdated methods and struggles to meet the diverse needs of
students. Investing in alternative models that emphasize personalized learning,
community involvement, and technological advancements could result in a more
efficient and effective education system.

It's time to have an open and honest discussion about the future of education,
acknowledging the shortcomings of the current system and embracing new
possibilities. By doing so, we can ensure that every student receives a quality
education that prepares them for the challenges and opportunities of the 21st
century.
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A challenge to narrow, profit-driven conceptions of school success and an
argument for protecting public education to ensure that all students become
competent citizens in a vibrant democracy

In These Schools Belong to You and Me, MacArthur award–winning educator,
reformer, and author Deborah Meier draws on her fifty-plus years of experience to
argue that the purpose of universal education is to provide young people with an
“apprenticeship for citizenship in a democracy.” Through an intergenerational
exchange with her former colleague and fellow educator Emily Gasoi, the
coauthors analyze the last several decades of education reform, challenging
narrow profit-driven conceptions of school success. Reflecting on the trajectory of
education and social policies that are leading our country further from rule “of, for,
and by the people,” the authors apply their extensive knowledge and years of
research to address the question of how public education must change in order to
counter the erosion of democratic spirit and practice in schools and in the nation
as a whole.

Meier and Gasoi candidly reflect on the successes, missteps, and challenges
they experienced working in democratically governed schools, demonstrating that
it is possible to provide an enriched education to all students, not just the
privileged few. Arguing that public education and democracy are inextricably
bound, and pushing against the tide of privatization, These Schools Belong to
You and Me is a rousing call to both save and improve public schools to ensure
that all students are empowered to help shape our future democracy.
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