
What's the Matter with Pluto? The Story of
Pluto Adventures with the Planet Club
Have you ever wondered what happened to the once coveted ninth planet of our
solar system? The story of Pluto is an intriguing tale of discovery, classification,
controversy, and the adventures that followed in its discovery.

Chapter 1: The Discovery

Pluto was discovered on February 18, 1930, by astronomer Clyde Tombaugh at
the Lowell Observatory in Flagstaff, Arizona. Tombaugh's meticulous
observations led to the identification of a distant object in the outer reaches of our
solar system. The news of the ninth planet quickly spread, capturing the
imagination of both scientists and the general public.

Pluto became an overnight sensation and received widespread recognition. It
was named after the Roman god of the underworld, fittingly reflecting its distance
from the Sun and the cold, dark mysteries it held.
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Chapter 2: Classification Controversy

For several decades, Pluto remained as the ninth planet in our solar system.
However, in 2006, the International Astronomical Union (IAU) redefined the
classification of planets, leading to Pluto's demotion. The major criterion for
classification required planets to have cleared their orbits of other debris, which
Pluto failed to satisfy.

The decision sparked heated discussions and debates among astronomers and
the public alike. Many were emotionally attached to Pluto and felt that it deserved
to retain its planet status. This controversy propelled Pluto into the spotlight once
again, inspiring a renewed interest in uncovering the mysteries of this enigmatic
celestial body.

Chapter 3: Adventures with the Planet Club

In the wake of Pluto's classification controversy, a group of passionate space
enthusiasts formed the Planet Club. Their mission was to explore and celebrate
Pluto, regardless of its official status as a planet.

The Planet Club embarked on numerous adventures, both real and imagined, in
the pursuit of understanding Pluto's secrets. They organized trips to
observatories, hosted stargazing events, and launched educational campaigns to
spread awareness about the importance of Pluto's exploration.

The club's members included scientists, artists, writers, and everyday individuals
who shared a fascination with Pluto's allure. Their collective efforts helped dispel
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the disappointment surrounding Pluto's reclassification and instead refocused the
spotlight on its scientific significance.

Chapter 4: Unveiling Pluto's Mysteries

Pluto's intriguing characteristics continued to captivate scientists, leading to a
groundbreaking mission by NASA. The New Horizons spacecraft was launched in
2006, aiming to provide the first-ever close-up images and detailed scientific data
of Pluto.

After a nine-year journey, New Horizons reached Pluto in 2015, and the world
anxiously awaited the first glimpse of this distant dwarf planet. The spacecraft
delivered remarkable images that showcased a diverse and geologically active
world, defying all expectations.

Scientists were astounded by the discovery of towering mountains, icy plains, and
even evidence of a subsurface ocean. New Horizons unveiled a world brimming
with complexity, challenging our preconceived notions about the nature of Pluto
and other small celestial bodies.

Pluto's journey from the once-revered ninth planet to a controversial dwarf planet
has been a rollercoaster ride of emotions and scientific exploration. The story of
Pluto and the adventures with the Planet Club highlight the indomitable human
spirit in the face of change and the insatiable curiosity that drives us to explore
the unknown.

As we continue to unravel the mysteries of our vast universe, Pluto remains a
symbol of resilience and the importance of adapting our understanding in light of
new discoveries. So, let's celebrate Pluto and its unique place in our solar
system, cherishing the adventures it has sparked and those yet to come.
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Pluto joined the Planet Club in 1930, but didn't quite fit in. He is much tinier than
the gas giants in the outer part of the Solar System. He has a lot more moons
than any of the inner planets. His orbit is much more stretched out than any of the
other worlds' paths around the Sun. The other members of the Planet Club didn't
know what to make of him. Then one day, Pluto received some bad news...

Explore the story of Pluto as seen through the eyes of the planets themselves.
Witness the rise and fall of Pluto's membership in the Planet Club. Why was he
demoted and what happened next?

Introduce young minds to the fascinating science of astronomy with this
entertaining picture book about the Solar System. Great for ages four to ten!

Masterful illustrations by Vance Lehmkuhl make this book a true gem.

Astronomy for children has never been more fun!
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10% of the royalties received for this book will be donated to the hunger charity
Philabundance.
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