
What Animals Would Say If We Asked The
Right Questions: Posthumanities 38
In a world dominated by humans, we often disregard the voices of other beings
that share the planet with us. From domestic pets to wild animals, they all have
their unique perspectives, experiences, and perhaps, if we ask the right
questions, they might just have a lot to say. This article explores the concept of
posthumanities and delves into the possibilities of conversations with animals.

Understanding Posthumanities

Posthumanities is an emerging field of study that challenges the conventional
human-centered view of the world. It aims to break down the barriers between
humans and other forms of life, recognizing the agency and subjectivity of non-
human beings. This interdisciplinary approach draws on various fields such as
philosophy, anthropology, and environmental studies to examine the complex
relationships between humans and animals.

Posthumanities encourage us to question our assumptions and biases, urging us
to be more open to the perspectives and experiences of animals. By doing so, we
can begin to have meaningful conversations and gain a deeper understanding of
the world we live in.
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Communication with Animals: Unlocking Their Perspectives

If we are to engage in conversations with animals, we must first explore the ways
in which they communicate. While we may not share a common language,
animals have their unique ways of expressing their thoughts, feelings, and needs.
From intricate body language to vocalizations, and even chemical signals, they
have evolved intricate systems of communication specific to their species.

With advancements in technology and a deeper understanding of animal
behavior, scientists have made significant strides in deciphering animal
languages. Through the use of high-tech devices and the interpretation of
behavioral cues, we are gradually unlocking the secrets of animal
communication.

The Right Questions to Ask

So, what would animals say if we asked the right questions? It is essential to
approach these conversations with humility and respect, acknowledging that we
might not yet fully comprehend the perspectives of other beings. However, we
can hypothesize about the topics that might be of great importance to the animal
kingdom:

Environmental concerns:
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Animals are directly impacted by environmental changes and degradation. By
asking about their experiences and concerns, we can gain valuable insights into
the state of their habitats and the impact of human activities on their lives.

Animal welfare:

As caretakers of the planet, we have a responsibility to ensure the well-being of
all creatures. Conversations about their physical and emotional health, their
needs, and their desires can help us shape better policies and practices that
promote animal welfare.

Coexistence and collaboration:

Animals have been living alongside humans for centuries. By engaging in a
dialogue with them, we can explore ways to coexist peacefully and create
mutually beneficial partnerships. We can learn from their resilience, adaptability,
and wisdom.

Unleashing the Power of Empathy

Conversations with animals have the potential to unleash the power of empathy
within us. By understanding their perspectives and experiences, we can develop
a deeper sense of connectedness and compassion toward the natural world.

Although we may never fully understand the complex thoughts and emotions of
animals, our efforts to engage with them in meaningful communication can bridge
the gap between species. In doing so, we can create a more inclusive and
harmonious world where all beings are respected and heard.

The Journey Ahead

The path towards conversations with animals is still in its infancy. However, the
efforts of scientists, philosophers, and activists in the field of posthumanities are



paving the way for a future where the voices of animals are acknowledged and
valued.

By asking the right questions and actively trying to understand the perspectives of
animals, we can embark on a journey of mutual respect and collaboration. The
world is vast, with countless beings sharing its wonders, and if we dare to listen,
we may discover the whispers of wisdom that animals have to offer.

The Time for Change is Now

As individuals, we can take small steps towards initiating change in our daily
lives. By treating animals with kindness and respect, advocating for their rights,
and educating others about the importance of posthumanities, we can create a
ripple effect that leads to a more mindful and compassionate society.

The time has come to break down the barriers that separate us from the rest of
the natural world. Let us embark on a journey of exploration, understanding, and
meaningful conversations with animals. By doing so, we won't just change their
lives, but we will also transform ourselves, becoming more attuned to the diverse
and interconnected ecosystem we call home.
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“You are about to enter a new genre, that of scientific fables, by which I don’t
mean science fiction, or false stories about science, but, on the contrary, true
ways of understanding how difficult it is to figure out what animals are up to.” —
Bruno Latour, form the Foreword

Is it all right to urinate in front of animals? What does it mean when a monkey
throws its feces at you? Do apes really know how to ape? Do animals form same-
sex relations? Are they the new celebrities of the twenty-first century? This book
poses twenty-six such questions that stretch our preconceived ideas about what
animals do, what they think about, and what they want.

In a delightful abecedarium of twenty-six chapters, Vinciane Despret argues that
behaviors we identify as separating humans from animals do not actually properly
belong to humans. She does so by exploring incredible and often funny
adventures about animals and their involvements with researchers, farmers,
zookeepers, handlers, and other human beings. Do animals have a sense of
humor? In reading these stories it is evident that they do seem to take perverse
pleasure in creating scenarios that unsettle even the greatest of experts, who in
turn devise newer and riskier hypotheses that invariably lead them to conclude
that animals are not nearly as dumb as previously thought.

These deftly translated accounts oblige us, along the way, to engage in both
ethology and philosophy. Combining serious scholarship with humor that will
resonate with anyone, this book—with a foreword by noted French philosopher,
anthropologist, and sociologist of science Bruno Latour—is a must not only for
specialists but also for general readers, including dog owners, who will never look
at their canine companions the same way again.
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