
Unveiling the Victorian Intrigues of "That
Inevitable Victorian Thing" by Johnston
Are you ready to embark on a journey to the captivating world of "That Inevitable
Victorian Thing" by Johnston? This mesmerizing novel takes readers on an
unforgettable adventure through an alternate Victorian era filled with love,
secrets, and a touch of futuristic elements.

Set in a parallel universe where the British Empire thrives, the story follows the
lives of three young individuals whose fates intertwine in unexpected ways. Their
journeys are shaped by their royal heritage, societal expectations, and the forces
that seek to control their destinies.

An Overview of the Storyline

"That Inevitable Victorian Thing" introduces readers to Princess Victoria-
Margaret, a young woman who is destined to ascend the imperial throne. At the
age of eighteen, she is set to debut in what is known as the Yearly Ball, a
significant event where potential suitors present themselves to the eligible
heiresses of the empire.
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However, Victoria-Margaret has a secret she keeps from the public eye and her
suitors – a genetic condition she's inherited. As part of the novel's futuristic twist,
the empire embraces a technology known as the "Genetic Emancipation Act."
This act allows individuals to alter their genetic makeup, blending diverse ethnic
backgrounds into a perfect match during the matchmaking process.

Through the pages of "That Inevitable Victorian Thing," readers are introduced to
Helena Marcus, a young woman from a prominent family, and August Callaghan,
a Scottish-Asian shipworker. These two characters prove to be instrumental in
Princess Victoria-Margaret's journey, as their paths cross during the Yearly Ball.

Romance, Secrets, and Intrigue

The heart of the novel lies in the complex relationships that blossom between the
main characters. As the story unfolds, secrets are revealed, betrayals occur, and
unexpected alliances are formed. Readers will find themselves deeply invested in
the emotional rollercoaster experienced by Victoria-Margaret, Helena, and
August.

Johnston's eloquent writing style brilliantly captures the essence of each
character, allowing readers to empathize and connect with their struggles,
desires, and fears. The vivid descriptions of the settings, costumes, and
atmosphere of the Victorian era draw readers into a world that feels both familiar
and fantastical.

While romance is at the core of the story, "That Inevitable Victorian Thing" also
delves into thought-provoking themes such as identity, duty, and the
consequences of technological advancements. As the characters grapple with
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their heritage, their choices, and the expectations placed upon them, profound
questions arise about the true nature of love and the independence to forge one's
own path.

A Masterpiece That Transcends Genres

"That Inevitable Victorian Thing" is a testament to Johnston's incredible
storytelling abilities. Seamlessly blending elements of historical fiction, romance,
and speculative fiction, this novel defies categorization and creates a world that is
entirely its own.

The novel's exploration of diversity and the beauty of embracing different cultures
goes beyond mere tokenism. Johnston's richly developed characters showcase
the true richness that comes from celebrating a multitude of backgrounds,
highlighting the importance of inclusivity and understanding.

The Legacy of "That Inevitable Victorian Thing"

Since its release, "That Inevitable Victorian Thing" has garnered critical acclaim
and a devoted following. Its unique premise and vivid characters have captivated
readers worldwide, and the novel's messages of acceptance and love continue to
resonate with audiences.

So, if you're ready to immerse yourself in a breathtaking tale of love, secrets, and
exploration, dive into "That Inevitable Victorian Thing" by Johnston. Prepare to be
swept away by a world where royal heritage intertwines with personal destiny,
and where the pursuit of love challenges societal norms in unforgettable ways.
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Speculative fiction from the acclaimed bestselling author of Exit, Pursued by a
Bear and Star Wars: Ahsoka.
 
Victoria-Margaret is the crown princess of the empire, a direct descendent of
Victoria I, the queen who changed the course of history. The imperial tradition of
genetically arranged matchmaking will soon guide Margaret into a politically
advantageous marriage. But before she does her duty, she'll have one summer of
freedom and privacy in a far corner of empire. Posing as a commoner in Toronto,
she meets Helena Marcus, daughter of one of the empire's greatest placement
geneticists, and August Callaghan, the heir to a powerful shipping firm currently
besieged by American pirates. In a summer of high-society debutante balls,
politically charged tea parties, and romantic country dances, Margaret, Helena,
and August discover they share an extraordinary bond and maybe a one-in-a-
million chance to have what they want and to change the world in the process.

Set in a near-future world where the British Empire was preserved not by the cost
of blood and theft but by the effort of repatriation and promises kept, That
Inevitable Victorian Thing is a surprising, romantic, and thought-provoking story of
love, duty, and the small moments that can change people and the world.
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 "This witty and romantic story is a must-read.”—SLJ, starred review

 "Compelling and unique—there's nothing else like it."—Booklist, starred review.

 "[A] powerful and resonant story of compassion, love, and finding a way to fulfill
obligations while maintaining one’s identity."—PW, starred review
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