
"Unraveling the Common Right in ICLARS:
The Dynamic Relationship between Law and
Religion"
The intricate correlation between law and religion has been a subject of extensive
examination throughout history. As societies evolve, so do their legal systems and
religious practices. It is within this harmonious yet complex relationship that the
concept of common right emerges as a captivating focal point. In this article, we
will delve deep into the conceptualization of common right in ICLARS (the
International Consortium for Law and Religion Studies) and explore its
significance in today's ever-changing world.

The Evolution of ICLARS

Before we embark on understanding the nuances of common right, it is crucial to
familiarize ourselves with ICLARS. Established in 2007, ICLARS is an
international organization that strives to stimulate collaborative research and
knowledge-sharing in the field of law and religion. Its primary objective is to foster
an interdisciplinary approach in understanding the multifaceted dynamics
between these two domains.

With a globally diverse network of scholars, policymakers, and practitioners,
ICLARS offers a forum for intellectual exchange and aims to promote dialogue on
issues related to law, religion, human rights, and religious freedom. As its
prominence continues to grow, the concept of common right has taken center
stage within ICLARS, providing an essential framework to explore the shared
principles and values underlying various legal and religious traditions.
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Unmasking the Common Right

Common right refers to the overarching principles and general values that are
deeply ingrained in both legal systems and religious practices. It represents the
shared ideals that transcend individual or cultural differences and form the
foundation of societal organization. This concept encompasses a wide range of
aspects, such as fundamental human rights, social justice, equality, and the
pursuit of truth.

Within the context of ICLARS, common right acts as a catalyst for understanding
and reconciling the diverse perspectives that arise from different legal systems
and religious traditions across the globe. It acknowledges the intrinsic value of
both law and religion and seeks to establish a common ground where fruitful
dialogue and mutual respect can thrive.

The Key Dimensions of Common Right

When examining the multifaceted nature of common right, several key
dimensions emerge, shedding light on its essence and implications.
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1. Pluralism and Tolerance

Common right recognizes the importance of pluralism and tolerance in fostering
peaceful coexistence amidst diverse legal and religious frameworks. It
encourages societies to embrace and respect differences while seeking common
ground for collaboration and dialogue.

2. Protection of Human Rights

Human rights serve as a fundamental pillar of common right. Recognizing the
inherent dignity and worth of every individual, it ensures that legal and religious
systems uphold and protect these rights without discrimination.

3. Freedom of Religion and Belief

Freedom of religion and belief form another crucial dimension of common right. It
envisions a world where individuals have the liberty to practice their faith and
express their beliefs without coercion or persecution.

4. Respect for Rule of Law

Common right emphasizes the value of the rule of law as a unifying force in
society. It underscores the significance of legal frameworks that are fair, just, and
impartial, fostering a sense of trust and fairness for all individuals.

The Significance of Common Right in Today's World

In an increasingly interconnected and diverse world, understanding common right
is of paramount importance. It facilitates cross-cultural communication,
encourages dialogue, and aids in the resolution of conflicts arising from
differences in legal and religious perspectives.

Moreover, common right is an essential tool in fostering inclusivity and promoting
harmonious coexistence. By recognizing shared values and principles, it helps



bridge gaps and foster mutual understanding among diverse communities, thus
paving the way for peaceful collaboration.

As we conclude our exploration of conceptualizing common right in ICLARS, it
becomes evident that this notion holds immense value in our rapidly changing
global landscape. By embracing the shared ideals and principles underlying both
law and religion, we can foster a more inclusive, just, and tolerant society.

ICLARS, as an international consortium, serves as a prominent platform for
delving into the complexities of common right. Through collaborative research
and dialogue, it continues to unravel the deep-rooted relationship between law
and religion, allowing us to navigate the modern-day challenges with wisdom and
understanding.
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This book examines major conceptual challenges confronting freedom of religion
or belief in contemporary settings.
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The volume brings together chapters by leading experts from law, religious
studies, and international relations, who provide perspectives from both sides of
the Atlantic. At a time when the polarization of ‘culture wars’ is aggravating
tensions between secular and religious views about accommodating the
conscientious claims of individuals and groups, and when the right to freedom of
religion itself is facing misunderstanding and erosion, the work provides welcome
clarity and depth. Some chapters adopt a primarily conceptual and historical
approach; others analyze particular difficulties or conflicts that have emerged in
European and American jurisdictions, along with concrete applications and
recommendations for the future.

The book will be a valuable resource for students, academics, and policy-makers
with an interest in law, religion, and human rights.
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