
The Untold Story of the Boeing 29 and
American Airpower in World War II
When we think of American Airpower in World War II, iconic aircraft like the P-51
Mustang and the B-17 Flying Fortress often come to mind. These aircraft played
significant roles in the war and shaped the outcome of numerous battles.
However, there is one aircraft that remains relatively unknown, yet had a
profound impact on American air superiority during this critical period in history.
This article delves into the story of the Boeing 29 and its contribution to American
airpower during World War II.

The Birth of the Boeing 29: A Revolution in Aviation

In the early days of the war, the United States recognized the need for a long-
range, strategic bomber that could take the fight directly to the Axis powers.
Boeing, a prominent American aircraft manufacturer, took up the challenge and
embarked on a project that would revolutionize military aviation.

Boeing's engineers utilized the latest advancements in aerodynamics and
propulsion to design a cutting-edge aircraft that would surpass anything
previously seen in the skies. The result was the Boeing 29, a four-engine heavy
bomber with the ability to carry an unprecedented payload over vast distances.
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The Boeing 29: The Game Changer

Upon its , the Boeing 29 quickly made its mark in the theater of war. Its long-
range capabilities and heavy payload allowed it to strike deep into enemy
territory, crippling crucial infrastructure and disrupting enemy supply lines. This
strategic advantage provided an enormous boost to the American war effort,
enabling the Allies to gain a crucial upper hand.

One of the defining features of the Boeing 29 was its superior defensive
armament. Equipped with multiple gun turrets and a sophisticated radar system,
the bomber possessed exceptional firepower and excellent defensive capabilities.
This allowed it to conduct successful bombing runs even in the face of intense
enemy opposition.

The Boeing 29 in Action: Turning the Tide of War

The Boeing 29 proved its worth in several pivotal moments throughout the war.
One such moment was the famous Doolittle Raid, where a group of B-29s
launched a surprise attack on Tokyo, demonstrating American retaliation
capabilities in the wake of the Pearl Harbor attack. This daring mission boosted
morale both among American forces and their allies.

Another notable event was the strategic bombing campaign against Germany,
often referred to as the "Big Week." B-29s played a crucial role in destroying key
industrial centers and crippling the German war machine. Their precision
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bombing ability, coupled with their long-range capabilities, made them an
indispensable asset during this critical phase of the war.

Legacy and Impact

The Boeing 29 fundamentally transformed American airpower during World War II
and left a lasting legacy in military aviation. Its revolutionary design and
remarkable performance not only influenced future bomber aircraft but also paved
the way for technological advancements that continue to shape the aerospace
industry today.

Despite its contributions, the Boeing 29 remains overshadowed by other well-
known aircraft of the era. The tireless efforts and sacrifices made by the crew
members, engineers, and support personnel involved in the development and
deployment of the B-29 deserve recognition and appreciation.

, the story of the Boeing 29 serves as a powerful reminder that there are often
unsung heroes in every facet of history. This remarkable aircraft played a pivotal
role in securing American air superiority and contributing to ultimate victory in
World War II. Its impact on American airpower cannot be understated, and it
deserves its place among the legends of aviation.
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The Complete Story of the Design, Development, and Deployment of an Iconic
Aircraft

Among the most sophisticated aircraft flown during World War II, the Boeing B-29
Superfortress was designed to replace the B-17 as the primary long-range
bomber of the U.S. Army Air Forces. With its distinctive glazed nose and long,
thin wings that provided both speed at high altitude and stability at takeoff and
landing, the Superfortress was the first operational bomber with a pressurized
crew cabin and featured advanced radar and avionics. Armed with remote-
controlled machine gun turrets and a 20,000 pound bomb load, it was the first
USAAF bomber capable of mastering the vast distances of the Pacific Theater of
World War II. The prototype flew in September 1942 but a series of post-
production modifications delayed the bomber's first mission until April 1944.
Superfortresses began attacking Japan in daylight with conventional ordnance
from high altitude, but their mission was redirected in March 1945, with massive
low-level formations dropping incendiary bombs! at night on Japanese cities. The
ensuing firestorms, followed by the complete destruction of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki by atomic bombs dropped from two specially modified "silverplate" B-
29s, forced Japan to cease fighting.

Written by the man who led the B-29 into combat, Superfortress: The Boeing B-
29 and American Airpower in World War II is an important document of one of the
most turbulent times in world history. General Curtis LeMay recalls the early
debate about whether or not the United States needed a long-range bomber, how
the B-29 was created and produced despite the enormous logistical difficulties of
the design, and the decision to conduct fire-bombings against Japan and
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ultimately drop the atomic bomb. Highly praised when it was first published, this
new edition is complete with photographs, a new , and statistical tables.
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