
The Untold Story of 1st Battalion The Royal
Scots The Royal Regiment on Operation
Granby 1990-1991: Bravery, Sacrifice, and
Triumph

Operation Granby, conducted from 1990 to 1991, saw the 1st Battalion The Royal
Scots The Royal Regiment play a crucial role in the liberation of Kuwait from the
clutches of Saddam Hussein's invading Iraqi forces. This is the untold story of
their bravery, sacrifice, and ultimate triumph.

The Flames of Invasion

In August 1990, when the world witnessed Iraq's audacious invasion of Kuwait,
the 1st Battalion The Royal Scots, known for their commendable discipline and
professionalism, were swiftly deployed to the region as part of the multinational
forces. Their mission: to defend Kuwait and, if necessary, push back the invading
Iraqi forces.
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Under the blazing sun, in the harsh desert terrain, these brave soldiers stood their
ground with indomitable spirit and unwavering resolve. Day and night, they
thwarted waves of enemy attacks, skillfully maneuvering their positions to gain
tactical advantage.

The Crucible of Battle

As the conflict intensified, the 1st Battalion The Royal Scots found themselves in
the crucible of battle, facing relentless enemy fire and formidable challenges.
With courage coursing through their veins, they fought gallantly, building a heroic
legacy that would stand the test of time.

Throughout Operation Granby, the Royal Scots faced the harsh realities of war
head-on. From engaging in fierce urban combat in Kuwait City to enduring the
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relentless barrage of Scud missile attacks, they persevered, united by the
common purpose of restoring Kuwait's sovereignty.

Into the Heat of Battle

Perhaps the most iconic moment of the 1st Battalion The Royal Scots'
involvement in Operation Granby occurred during the Battle of Norfolk. As part of
the coalition forces, they spearheaded the attack against a fortified Iraqi position,
leading the charge with grit and determination.

In the face of fierce resistance, the Royal Scots showcased their exceptional
training and unwavering loyalty to their comrades. They went from trench to
trench, eliminating enemy combatants and overcoming heavy machine gun fire.
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Their remarkable courage and tactical prowess turned the tide of the battle,
securing a pivotal victory for the coalition forces.

Bravery in the Face of Adversity

The Royal Scots faced numerous challenges during Operation Granby, many of
which tested their mettle and determination to the limits. From the unforgiving
desert conditions to the constant threat of chemical warfare, they stood strong in
the face of adversity.

During the Battle of Forward Observation Base Vista, the Royal Scots found
themselves under heavy artillery bombardment. Despite the rain of enemy fire,
they valiantly defended their position, ensuring the safety of their comrades and
successfully repelling the attackers.

A Legacy of Sacrifice

Operation Granby demanded immense sacrifices from the brave soldiers of the
1st Battalion The Royal Scots. Several soldiers made the ultimate sacrifice, laying
down their lives in the service of their country. Their names are etched in history
as a testament to their selflessness and bravery.

The Royal Scots also faced the horrors of minefields, which took a toll on their
ranks. These unseen killers posed a constant threat, claiming the lives of some
and inflicting severe injuries on others. However, the Royal Scots' resilience and
meticulous approach ensured that casualties were kept to a minimum.

The Sweet Taste of Victory

After months of grueling battles, Operation Granby finally concluded with the
liberation of Kuwait. The 1st Battalion The Royal Scots had played a pivotal role



in this remarkable victory, their unwavering courage and dedication ensuring the
success of the coalition forces' campaign.

Returning home as heroes, the Royal Scots were rightfully celebrated for their
extraordinary achievements in Operation Granby. Their story stands as a shining
example of valor, determination, and sacrifice in the face of overwhelming odds.

Remembering Their Sacrifice

Today, the brave soldiers of 1st Battalion The Royal Scots are remembered for
their indomitable spirit and their unwavering commitment to duty. Their sacrifice in
Operation Granby will forever be etched in the annals of military history, serving
as a reminder of the human capacity for bravery and heroism.

As we reflect upon their extraordinary endeavors, let us never forget the courage,
sacrifice, and triumph of the 1st Battalion The Royal Scots The Royal Regiment
during Operation Granby in 1990-1991. They truly personified the resilience and
bravery that define the Royal Regiment.
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Laurie Milner reveals the remarkable single-mindedness and courage of the
soldiers of Britain's present-day Army in the face of a numerically superior, well-
equipped and well dug-in enemy, whose level of resistance could not be
accurately assessed.
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