
The Untold Story: Deep Inside America's
Pursuit of Its Enemies Since 9/11
The events of September 11, 2001, changed the world forever. The devastating
terrorist attacks on American soil not only caused immense loss of lives but also
pushed the United States into a new era of national security. In the aftermath of
9/11, America embarked on a relentless pursuit of its enemies, determined to
keep its citizens safe and prevent further acts of terrorism. This article delves
deep into the lesser-known aspects of this pursuit, shedding light on the
strategies employed, the controversies surrounding them, and their lasting impact
on American society.

The Shifting Landscape of National Security

With the threat of terrorism becoming more pronounced, the U.S. government
faced the daunting task of reevaluating its national security apparatus.
Intelligence agencies such as the CIA and FBI expanded their operations to
gather critical information on potential threats, both domestically and abroad. New
initiatives were launched, including the establishment of the Department of
Homeland Security, which aimed to coordinate efforts across various agencies
and enhance overall security.

However, as America delved deeper into its pursuit of enemies, concerns were
raised about the delicate balance between protecting civil liberties and ensuring
national security. The covert surveillance program implemented by the National
Security Agency (NSA) and the controversial "enhanced interrogation techniques"
employed by the CIA drew criticism from civil rights activists and led to heated
debates about the ethics and legality of such measures.
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Cutting Off the Financial Lifelines

In its quest to disrupt terrorist networks, the U.S. also focused on targeting their
financial support systems. By tracking transactions, freezing assets, and
collaborating with international partners, America aimed to cut off these vital
lifelines that fueled the activities of its enemies. Intelligence agencies and
financial institutions worked hand in hand to identify suspicious transactions and
choke off funding channels, dealing a severe blow to the financing of terrorism.

However, the intricacies of following the money trail were complex, and
accusations of overreach and potential violations of privacy rights emerged.
Striking the right balance between effective counterterrorism measures and
individual privacy rights presented a significant challenge for policymakers and
legal experts alike.

The Global Hunt for High-Value Targets

The pursuit of enemies since 9/11 involved a global effort to locate and
apprehend high-value targets. America's military and intelligence agencies led
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operations that spanned across numerous countries, with a particular focus on
regions like the Middle East and South Asia. The successful elimination or
capture of key figures like Osama bin Laden and Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi
showcased America's determination and ability to bring its enemies to justice.

However, the nature of these operations often gave rise to collateral damage,
raising questions about the methods used and their impact on civilian
populations. The drone strikes and covert operations carried out by special forces
generated intense debate about the morality and legality of targeted killings,
adding another layer of complexity to America's pursuit of its enemies.

The Aftermath and the Legacy of 9/11

More than two decades have passed since the fateful day of September 11,
2001, and America's pursuit of its enemies continues to evolve. The lessons
learned from the experiences of the post-9/11 era have shaped policies, legal
frameworks, and intelligence gathering techniques. The sacrifices made by the
brave men and women in uniform have undoubtedly made America safer, but the
challenges faced in striking the right balance between security and individual
freedoms persist.

As the United States navigates a rapidly changing global landscape, the pursuit
of enemies remains a crucial aspect of its national security strategy. Adapting to
emerging threats while upholding its democratic values remains an ongoing
challenge, and finding the delicate equilibrium required to achieve both will shape
America's future in the pursuit of peace and security.

,

The pursuit of America's enemies since 9/11 has been a complex and
multifaceted endeavor. From reshaping national security apparatus to adopting



controversial tactics, the United States has made significant strides in combating
terrorism. However, the pursuit of enemies also raises critical questions about the
balance between security and civil liberties, the proper use of military force, and
the ethical considerations surrounding counterterrorism measures.

The legacy of 9/11 continues to shape America's approach to national security,
reminding us of the importance of vigilance and adaptability in the ever-changing
landscape of global threats. The pursuit of enemies is an ongoing struggle that
requires constant refinement and evaluation to ensure the safety of our society
without compromising the principles that define us as a nation.
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Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist and bestselling author Ron Suskind takes you
deep inside America's real battles with violent, unrelenting terrorists -- a game of
kill-or-be-killed, from the Oval Office to the streets of Karachi.

You may think you know what the "war on terror" is.
But to know it truly, you must read this book.
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Suskind has written a riveting work of narrative nonfiction, filled with exclusive,
historically significant disclosures that will echo across America and the world.

What is the guiding principle of the world's most powerful nation as it searches for
enemies at home and abroad? The One Percent Doctrine is the deeply secretive
core of America's real playbook: a default strategy, designed by Dick Cheney, that
separates America from its moorings, and has driven everything -- from war in
Afghanistan to war in Iraq to the global search for jihadists.

The story begins on September 12, 2001, the day America began to gather itself
for a response to the unimaginable. Ultimately, that reply would shape the
nation's very character.

Suskind tells us what actually occurred over the next three years, from the inside
out, by tracing the steps of the key actors -- the notables, from the President and
Vice President to George Tenet and Condoleezza Rice, who oversee the "war on
terror" and report progress to an anxious nation; and the invisibles, the men and
women just below the line of sight, left to improvise plans to defeat a new kind of
enemy in an hour-by-hour race against disaster. The internal battles between
these two teams -- one, under the hot lights; the other, actually fighting the fight --
reveal everything about what America faces, and what it has done, in this age of
terror.

Who is actually running U.S. foreign policy? Is there an operational cell, armed
with WMDs, inside the United States? Have some of the world's most dangerous
terrorists -- including leaders of al Qaeda -- been caught and accidentally
released? Can America prevail in this struggle against enemies who are patient,
ingenious, certain, and have clear tactical advantage?



With his unparalleled access to senior officials, past and present, Ron Suskind --
author of The Price of Loyalty, the most revealing book yet written on the Bush
administration -- finally answers the questions that keep Americans awake at
night.

And in this startling book, he reframes the debates that roil the globe.
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