
The Untold Story: Death of the Scharnhorst
Warship - World War Two's Epic Battles

The Second World War witnessed numerous epic naval battles that shaped the
course of history. In the midst of the chaos and destruction, one warship stood
tall: the legendary Scharnhorst.

The Birth of a Titan

The Scharnhorst was born out of the ambition of the Kriegsmarine, the German
naval forces, during the early stages of World War Two. Named after General
Gerhard Johann David von Scharnhorst, this magnificent warship promised
unparalleled firepower and unrivaled maneuverability.
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Commissioned in January 1939, the Scharnhorst soon earned its reputation as a
fearsome adversary on the high seas. Its imposing size, strength, and advanced
weaponry made it a force to be reckoned with. Equipped with nine 11-inch guns
and a top speed of 31 knots, this battleship was the epitome of German
engineering and naval power.

The Tempestuous Journey Across the Seas

Throughout the course of World War Two, the Scharnhorst was engaged in
numerous fierce battles. From the Norwegian waters to the Barents Sea, the
Scharnhorst played a crucial role in the German navy's offensive operations.

One of the most famous encounters involving the Scharnhorst was the Battle of
North Cape in December 1943. Tasked with intercepting Arctic convoys, the
Scharnhorst sailed towards the far northern waters, pitting itself against the elite
British naval forces.

The Battle of North Cape - A Fight to the Death

The Battle of North Cape, a climactic confrontation between the German warship
and the British Home Fleet, saw the Scharnhorst making its last stand. Despite
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inflicting considerable damage on the British ships, the Scharnhorst was
ultimately overwhelmed by relentless enemy firepower.

On December 26, 1943, the British battleship HMS Duke of York, alongside other
Royal Navy vessels, engaged the Scharnhorst in an intense exchange of fire. The
battle raged on for several hours, with both sides unleashing massive salvos.
However, the overwhelming force of Allied ships eventually took its toll on the
beleaguered Scharnhorst.

Facing insurmountable odds, the Scharnhorst succumbed to the might of the
British navy. A series of devastating shell hits crippled the once-mighty warship,
leaving it vulnerable and powerless. In a final act of desperation, the Scharnhorst
attempted to escape the onslaught but fell victim to a well-executed torpedo
attack.

The Legacy Lives On

The death of the Scharnhorst was a significant blow to the German forces and a
pivotal moment in World War Two. Its demise signaled the diminishing power of
the Kriegsmarine and further cemented Allied dominance at sea.

However, the story of the Scharnhorst remains etched in naval history. Its daring
exploits and unmatched prowess in battle continue to capture the imagination of
scholars and enthusiasts alike. The once-glorious warship is now immortalized as
a symbol of bravery, resilience, and tragedy.

Today, the wrecks of the Scharnhorst and many other fallen warships serve as
underwater memorials, reminding us of the sacrifices made during the tumultuous
days of World War Two. They stand as a solemn testament to the courage of
those who fought and the price they paid for freedom.



As World War Two fades into history, it is vital to remember the stories that
shaped the world we live in today. The epic battles fought by warships like the
Scharnhorst serve as a reminder of the human capacity for both heroism and
tragedy, urging us to learn from the past and strive for a better future.
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An epic account of how the Royal Navy tracked down, cornered, and sank one of
the most fearsome German warships of the Second World War.

Ideal for readers of Craig L. Symonds, Max Hastings and Doug Stanton.

The Scharnhorst was a state of the art capital ship of Nazi Germany’s navy.
Launched in 1936 she had terrorized Allied shipping since the beginning of the
war, famously destroying the aircraft destroyer HMS Glorious in June 1940. Since
then she had made numerous sorties into the Atlantic to raid British merchant
fleets and had evaded destruction in the Channel Dash of 1942 in order to
interrupt convoys to the Soviet Union.
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The danger posed by the Scharnhorst to the Arctic convoys was monumental.
Admiral Sir Bruce Fraser, commander-in-chief of the Home Fleet, devised a plan
to lure their enemy from its Norwegian base and pound it with shells from the
battleship HMS Duke of York and supporting cruisers and destroyers.

John Winton’s comprehensively researched book, drawing on British and German
eyewitness accounts, uncovers how the threat of the Scharnhorst was eventually
brought to an end at the Battle of the North Cape in the freezing conditions of the
Barents Sea.
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