
The Untold History and Legendary Campaigns
of The Rifle Brigade Vol 1800-1809
For centuries, warfare has shaped the destiny of nations, and one particular
regiment that stands out among the rest is The Rifle Brigade. Known for their
exceptional marksmanship and unmatched discipline, this legendary unit has a
rich history filled with exhilarating campaigns that played a pivotal role in shaping
the world as we know it today.

The Birth of The Rifle Brigade

The origins of The Rifle Brigade can be traced back to the advent of the
Napoleonic Wars in the late 18th century. In response to the changing nature of
warfare, where accuracy and precision became crucial, a unique regiment was
formed. This new unit would combine the best aspects of infantry and light
cavalry, utilizing the newly developed rifles for unprecedented effectiveness on
the battlefield.

Established in 1800, The Rifle Brigade quickly became renowned for its
unconventional tactics and highly trained soldiers. Their expertise with the Baker
Rifle, a weapon that far surpassed its flintlock musket counterparts in accuracy
and range, allowed them to strike fear into the hearts of the enemy.
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The Peninsular War - A Baptism of Fire

No sooner had The Rifle Brigade been formed than they were thrown into one of
history's bloodiest conflicts - the Peninsular War. Serving in the British Army's
light infantry division, they fought alongside other famous units such as the 95th
Rifles, becoming an integral part of the coalition forces opposing Napoleon
Bonaparte.

Throughout the brutal campaigns in Portugal and Spain, The Rifle Brigade
established a reputation for their tenacity, adaptability, and marksmanship. From
the Battle of Rolica to the unforgettable confrontation at Waterloo, their presence
proved instrumental in numerous victories against the French forces. Their ability
to engage the enemy from a distance with deadly accuracy often turned the tide
of battle in their favor.

The Battle of Copenhagen and The Egyptian Campaign

In addition to their achievements during the Peninsular War, The Rifle Brigade
showcased their unwavering bravery in other theaters of conflict. In the Battle of
Copenhagen in 1807, they played a crucial role in securing victory for Admiral
Lord Nelson's fleet, cutting down the enemy from the shores.

Another remarkable campaign in which they participated was the Egyptian
Campaign of 1807-1809. Under the command of General Alesander Mackenzie
Frazer, The Rifle Brigade showcased their versatility by adapting to the unique
challenges presented by the Egyptian terrain. They fought with resolute
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determination and professionalism during the Battle of Alexandria, proving once
again why they were considered elite soldiers.

The Impact and Legacy of The Rifle Brigade

The Rifle Brigade's outstanding performance during these campaigns resonated
far beyond the battlefield. Their remarkable achievements propelled significant
advancements in military strategy, tactics, and weaponry. They revolutionized the
concept of light infantry, with their emphasis on marksmanship, camouflage, and
mobility influencing future military organizations across the globe.

Moreover, their extraordinary discipline and professionalism earned them
widespread admiration and respect. The Rifle Brigade became the epitome of
what it meant to be a soldier and inspired countless men to join their ranks.

The history and campaigns of The Rifle Brigade during the years 1800-1809 are
a testament to the tenacity, skill, and heroism of these legendary soldiers. Their
bravery and precision in the face of overwhelming odds reshaped the course of
history. The Rifle Brigade serves as an enduring symbol of excellence, reminding
us of the sacrifices made by those who fought in the name of freedom and
justice.

As we delve into the rich tapestry of their battles and achievements, let us
remember the legacy they left behind.
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Story of The Rifle Brigade from its formation in 1800, its organization, uniform,
equipment, arms and training and battles ending at Corunna in January 1809.

The Rifle Brigade was formed in 1800 by detachments from various regiments as
the ‘Experimental Corps of Riflemen’ initially and then ‘Rifle Corps’. It was under
this name that the new regiment first made its mark under Nelson in the following
year at the Battle of Copenhagen. In 1803 it was designated the 95th (Rifle)
Regiment and in 1816, after Waterloo, it was taken out of the numbered
regiments of the line and styled ‘The Rifle Brigade.’ In this first part the author,
who served in the regiment, traces the evolution of the Rifle Corps with the
advent of the rifle, which replaced the musket, and its effect on tactics...Dress,
drill, equipment and armament all feature and the important period spent at
Shorncliffe when Sir John Moore, the father of the Light Brigade, commanded the
garrison; he was then regarded as “ the best trainer of troops England has ever
possessed.” The first taste of action came with the Ferrol Expedition in 1800
which had the destruction of the Spanish base. The ‘Experimental Corps of
Riflemen’ contributed detachments numbering 170 under the command of
Stewart. They were first ashore on 25th August and it was the only corps in action
on that day, which henceforth was celebrated as the birthday of the Regiment.
During the next nine years covered in this book the regiment served on many
fronts—Copenhagen, Germany, Monte Video, Buenos Ayres and finally the
Peninsula where the 2nd Battalion arrived on 12th July 1808 and fought its first
action against the French, at Rolica on 17th August. This first part ends with the
terrible retreat to and battle of Corunna in January 1809 where Moore “was struck
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down by a round shot ......the ball carrying away his left shoulder and leaving his
arm hanging by the exposed tendons.” Moore died of his wounds that same
evening.—Print Ed.
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