
The Unexpected Power of Luck in Shaping
Our Lives: As Luck Would Have It
Life is often seen as a game of chance, where our successes and failures are
determined by factors beyond our control. While hard work, determination, and
skill play important roles in achieving our goals, there is another factor that we
tend to overlook – luck. As luck would have it, luck can have a profound impact
on the course of our lives, influencing everything from our relationships to our
career paths.

Imagine you are sitting at a poker table, playing against some of the greatest
players in the world. You have studied the game, honed your skills, and
developed a strategy that you believe will lead you to victory. However, no matter
how skilled you may be, luck can easily turn the tides against you. A fortunate
card dealt at the right moment can overshadow all your efforts and leave you
empty-handed.

This concept applies not only to card games but also to real-life situations.
Sometimes, things simply fall into place for no apparent reason. You might find
yourself in the right place at the right time, making a connection that changes the
trajectory of your entire career. It's as if luck has chosen to favor you and provide
you with an opportunity that others can only dream of.
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Think about the relationships in your life. How many times have you crossed
paths with someone due to an unexpected turn of events? Perhaps you bumped
into your future partner at a random event, or you met a lifelong friend while
waiting in line at the grocery store. These encounters may seem insignificant at
the time, but they can have a lasting impact on your life. Who knows what would
have happened if you had taken a different route or arrived a few minutes later?

Our lives are filled with countless moments that are influenced by luck. While we
may try to rationalize these occurrences, attributing them to our own actions and
decisions, it's important to acknowledge the role of luck in shaping our paths.
After all, luck is not something we can control or predict, but it is something we
can embrace and learn from.

Embracing the role of luck in our lives can lead to a shift in perspective. Instead of
feeling solely responsible for our successes or failures, we can learn to
appreciate the unpredictable nature of life. Understanding that luck plays a
significant role can also make us more compassionate towards others. It reminds
us that not everyone has had the same opportunities or strokes of luck, and it's
important to support and uplift those who haven't been as fortunate.

So, what can we do to increase our luck? While we cannot manipulate luck itself,
we can create an environment where luck is more likely to find us. Surrounding
ourselves with diverse people and experiences can increase the chances of
serendipitous encounters. Being open-minded and willing to take risks can also
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lead to unexpected opportunities. Sometimes, we need to step outside our
comfort zone and embrace the unknown, as it is often in those moments that luck
presents itself.

Despite our best efforts, there will always be factors in life that are beyond our
control. Luck will continue to play its part, whether we like it or not. As luck would
have it, though, recognizing and appreciating the influence of luck can add a layer
of excitement and unpredictability to our lives.

So, the next time you find yourself in a fortuitous situation or face an unexpected
setback, remember that luck is at play. It may just be the guiding force that leads
you towards new adventures, relationships, and opportunities that you never
could have imagined.
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I felt, intuitively, that luck exists. It’s like capitalism: For better or for
worse, and whether you believe in it or not, luck is inescapable. —from As Luck
Would Have It
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While cowriting the books in the Worst-Case Scenario Survival Handbook series,
Joshua Piven came across dozens of people with tremendously compelling
stories of triumph (or misfortune),seemingly against all odds and logic. When they
were asked what they had in common, invariably their answer was: good luck, or
not enough of it. The beneficiary of his own brand of extraordinary luck in
publishing, Piven decided to take a closer look at how this phenomenon plays a
part in success and survival.

As Luck Would Have It offers a fascinating survey of the phenomenon, presented
through incredible first- person stories: the swimming pool repairman who had
only a hundred-dollar bill to pay for his hot dog, asked for his change in lottery
tickets, and won $180 million; the woman who survived a plane crash at sea; the
teller who was struck by lightning while at his window inside the bank; the guy
who invented the Pet Rock. Weaving the subjects’ own beliefs about their
experiences with compelling research on chance, probability, and luck
psychology, As Luck Would Have It also includes research on how to prepare for
luck, how to deal with it when it arrives, and how to make the choices that will
help us benefit from luck.

Mesmerizing, by turns hilarious and harrowing, As Luck Would Have It offers a
series of scenarios that are at once unimaginable and vividly real.
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