
The Ultimate Historical Showdown: The
Encirclement And Breakout Of German Army
In The East 1944
War is a game where decisions can change the fate of nations. No historical
event better exemplifies this than the dramatic encirclement and breakout of the
German Army in the East in 1944. It was a defining moment in World War II, a
battle that showcased the strategic brilliance of the Soviet Union and the
desperate struggle of the German forces.

The eastern front of World War II was a stage for countless battles that shaped
the course of the war. But it was the events of 1944 that would go down in history
as a turning point. After suffering the heavy blows of Stalingrad and Kursk, the
German Army found itself on the defensive, struggling to maintain its position and
desperately seeking a way out.

Enter Operation Bagration, a Soviet offensive launched on June 22, 1944.
Named after the eminent Belarusian national hero Pyotr Bagration, this massive
assault aimed to encircle and annihilate German forces in Belarus. It was a
gamble that turned the tables, becoming one of the most successful military
operations in history.
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The Soviet forces began their encirclement by launching a three-pronged attack.
The northern and southern pincers closed in on the German Army, while the
central front put pressure on the center. The sheer size and speed of the Soviet
offensive caught the Germans off guard, and within days, they found themselves
encircled in a pocket known as the Minsk Salient.

The Minsk Salient was a cauldron of death and desperation. The trapped German
Army faced overwhelming odds as they were surrounded by the Soviet forces on
all sides. Cut off from supplies and reinforcements, their situation seemed
hopeless. The battle that followed would be a grueling test of endurance, bravery,
and desperation.

Inside the Minsk Salient, the German Army fought valiantly to break out. They
launched multiple counterattacks, desperately trying to punch a hole in the Soviet
lines and escape. The intensity of the fighting was relentless, with both sides
unleashing every weapon and tactic at their disposal.

However, the Soviet forces were determined not to let the German Army slip
away. They counterattacked the counterattacks, launching powerful offensives to
crush any hopes of a breakout. The Soviets had learned from previous battles
and made sure to envelop and neutralize any German resistance.
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In the end, the German Army's efforts were in vain. Despite their tenacity and
skill, they were unable to break free from the encirclement. The Soviet forces
tightened their grip, closing off any escape routes and tightening the noose
around the trapped Germans.

Realizing the enormity of their situation, the German Army faced a grim choice.
Surrender meant certain captivity, while attempting a breakout meant risking
annihilation. Nevertheless, they chose to fight on, opting for one last desperate
push towards freedom.

The breakout attempt became a frantic struggle, with the Germans throwing
everything they had into it. Tanks roared across the battlefield, infantry charged
with bayonets fixed, and artillery barrages pounded the Soviet lines. It was a
battle of attrition, with both sides suffering heavy losses.

But the Soviet forces were prepared. They had orchestrated the encirclement
meticulously, and they knew that time was on their side. As the German Army
poured its last reserves into the breakout, their exhaustion and dwindling supplies
became apparent.

Eventually, the breakout attempt faltered. The Soviet lines held, and the
encirclement remained intact. The German Army's hopes of escape were
shattered, and they had no choice but to surrender or face complete annihilation.

The encirclement and breakout of the German Army in the East in 1944 was a
decisive battle that shifted the momentum of World War II. It showcased the
strategic prowess of the Soviet Union, outmaneuvering and overpowering the
German forces. It also highlighted the desperation and determination of the
German Army, fighting tooth and nail to the bitter end.



Ultimately, the encirclement and breakout marked a turning point in the war. It
demonstrated the vulnerability of the German Army and eroded the morale of
their troops. From that moment on, the Soviet Union gained the upper hand,
relentlessly pushing the Germans back until the final defeat in Berlin.

History is filled with moments that shape the course of events. The encirclement
and breakout of the German Army in the East in 1944 was one such moment. It
was a battle that tested the limits of human endurance and showcased the full
spectrum of human emotions - courage, desperation, and sacrifice.
Remembering the heroes who fought in this epic battle is a testament to the
resilience of the human spirit in the face of adversity.
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“Compelling prose, abundant tactical detail, lots of maps . . . If you’re hungering
for a good WWII East Front battle book, look no further.” —Russ Lockwood,
Magweb.com
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In January 1944, around the village of Korsun (near the larger town of Cherkassy
on the Dneiper),a disaster happened. Six divisions of Germany’s Army Group
South became surrounded after sudden attacks by the 1st and 2nd Ukrainian
Fronts. The Germans’ greatest fear was the prospect of another Stalingrad, the
catastrophe that had occurred precisely one year before.
 
Due to both weather and ferocious resistance, the German drive to rescue their
trapped divisions stalled. It soon became apparent that only one option remained
for the beleaguered defenders: breakout. Without consulting Hitler, on the night of
February 16 Erich von Manstein ordered the breakout to begin. Led by the
strongest formation within the pocket, SS Wiking, the trapped forces surged out
and soon rejoined the surrounding panzer divisions who had been fully engaged
in weakening the ring. Stalin was left with little but an empty bag, as Army Group
South—this time—had pulled off a rescue.
 
In The Korsun Pocket, Niklas Zetterling, a researcher at the Swedish Defense
College since 1995, and Anders Frankson have provided a highly detailed and
often breathtaking account of one of the most dramatic battles of World War II.
From grand strategy to soldiers’ voices on the ground, including expert statistical
analysis, the action and the stakes of the battle at Korsun are made vividly clear.
 
“Thoroughly researched and well written.” —Globe at War
 
“Military history at its very best . . . very readable and fascinating.” —War Books
Out Now
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