
The State and the Industrialization Crisis in
Turkey: An In-depth Analysis
When examining Turkey's industrialization process, a complex relationship can
be observed between the state and the challenges faced during this period. This
article will provide an in-depth analysis of Turkey's industrialization crisis,
exploring the role of the state and its impact on the country's economic
development in the 20th century.

The Beginning of Industrialization in Turkey

Industrialization in Turkey started gaining momentum during the late Ottoman
Empire and continued well into the early years of the Turkish Republic. The state
played a crucial role in promoting industrialization by implementing policies that
aimed to modernize the country's economy. Supported by visionary leaders such
as Mustafa Kemal Atatürk, Turkey embarked on a journey to cultivate a strong
industrial base.

However, despite the intentions and efforts put forth by the state, several
challenges emerged that hindered the smooth progress of industrialization.
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The Role of the State in Industrialization

The state adopted a policy of import substitution industrialization (ISI),which
aimed to reduce dependence on foreign goods by increasing domestic
production. This policy relied on providing various forms of support to domestic
industries, such as tax incentives, subsidies, and protective trade policies.

The state also established several state-owned enterprises (SOEs) to
strategically advance industrialization in key sectors. These SOEs played a
significant role in driving capital accumulation, technological advancements, and
market expansion.

Furthermore, the state invested heavily in infrastructure development, including
transportation networks, energy systems, and education programs. These efforts
were crucial in supporting industrial growth and attracting investment.

The Challenges Faced by Industrialization in Turkey

Despite the state's active involvement, Turkey encountered several challenges
during its industrialization process.

1. Lack of Capital

One major obstacle was the limited availability of capital for investments. The
country lacked sufficient financial resources, making it difficult to fund large-scale
industrial projects. Consequently, foreign loans became indispensable, increasing
dependency on external sources.

2. Skilled Labor Shortage
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Another challenge was the scarcity of skilled labor. While the state focused on
increasing access to education, the demand for skilled workers outpaced the
supply. This resulted in a skills gap and hindered the productivity and efficiency of
industries.

3. Bureaucratic Hurdles

Bureaucratic hurdles were also witnessed during the industrialization phase.
Excessive regulations, complex procedures, and red tape prolonged decision-
making processes, impeding the growth of industries and discouraging both
domestic and foreign investors.

4. Weak Infrastructure

Despite the state's investments in infrastructure, there were still significant gaps
that hindered industrialization. Inadequate transportation networks, inefficient
energy systems, and limited access to technology presented major obstacles for
industries looking to expand and compete on a global scale.

The Impact of the Industrialization Crisis

The challenges faced during Turkey's industrialization crisis had both short-term
and long-term effects on the country's economy.

Short-Term Effects

In the short term, the industrialization crisis caused stagnant economic growth,
high unemployment rates, and persistent inflation. The country struggled to keep
up with the demand for goods and services as domestic industries faced
difficulties in scaling up production.

Moreover, the industrialization crisis also strained relations with international
lenders, as Turkey struggled to repay foreign debts and maintain financial



stability.

Long-Term Effects

In the long term, the industrialization crisis stimulated the government to
implement structural reforms and policies aimed at addressing the challenges
faced. The crisis highlighted the need for better coordination between the state
and various stakeholders to foster sustainable industrial growth.

Additionally, the crisis fueled a drive for technological advancements and
innovation to bridge the gaps in industrial infrastructure and enhance
competitiveness.

The state played a critical role in Turkey's industrialization crisis, serving as both
a catalyst and a mediator. While facing significant challenges, the state's
proactive approach contributed to the growth of domestic industries, even if
progress was not always seamless.

Overcoming the industrialization crisis required strategic planning, investment in
infrastructure, and fostering a skilled labor force. The lessons learned during this
challenging period paved the way for Turkey's subsequent economic
development and laid the foundation for a more sustainable industrial future.
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This book re-evaluates the politics of the maligned industrialization strategy and
examines Turkey's attempts to implement it in the 1960s and 1970s. It argues
that Import Substituting Industrialization itself is not responsible for the failure of
Turkey's industrialization efforts.
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