
The Public Policy Making Process And
Principles - Your Ultimate Guide To
Understanding How Policies Are Developed

Public policy making is a complex and pivotal process that shapes the laws,
regulations, and initiatives of a country. It is the mechanism through which
governments address societal problems, make decisions, and implement actions
that have a significant impact on citizens' lives.

The Importance of Public Policy Making

Understanding the public policy making process and the guiding principles behind
it is crucial for every citizen. It allows us to comprehend how policies are
developed, why certain decisions are made, and how we can participate in
creating impactful changes.
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The Public Policy Making Process

The public policy making process is a multi-step journey that involves a series of
stages, each with its own significance and challenges. By examining these
stages, we can gain a comprehensive understanding of how public policies are
formulated and shaped.

Stage 1: Problem Identification

At the heart of the policy making process lies the identification of societal
problems or issues that require attention and resolution. This stage involves
thorough research, data analysis, and consultation with experts and stakeholders
to identify the key areas that demand action.

Stage 2: Policy Formulation

Once the problems have been identified, policymakers and experts engage in the
formulation of policies to address them. This stage entails the development of
strategies, options, and alternatives that can effectively tackle the identified
issues.
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Stage 3: Policy Adoption

In the policy adoption stage, the proposed policies are presented to decision-
making bodies such as legislatures or executive branches for approval. Extensive
debates, discussions, and consultations take place to evaluate the feasibility,
effectiveness, and public acceptance of the policies.

Stage 4: Policy Implementation

Once a policy is adopted, it needs to be implemented effectively. This stage
involves designing implementation plans, setting timelines, allocating resources,
and monitoring progress to ensure that the policy is carried out as intended.

Stage 5: Policy Evaluation

Policy evaluation helps determine whether the implemented policies have
achieved their intended outcomes and made a positive impact on society. This
stage involves gathering data, conducting assessments, and seeking public
feedback to assess policy effectiveness and identify areas for improvement.

The Principles of Public Policy Making

Public policy making is guided by a set of fundamental principles that ensure
transparency, fairness, and accountability. These principles contribute to the
credibility and integrity of the policy process, allowing for public trust and
confidence in decision-making.

1. Public Participation

Public participation is a cornerstone of democratic policy making. It emphasizes
the importance of engaging citizens, experts, and stakeholders in shaping
policies. Public input ensures that diverse perspectives are considered, resulting
in more robust and inclusive policies.



2. Evidence-Based Decision Making

Policy making should be based on sound evidence, research, and data analysis.
By relying on empirical information, policymakers can make informed decisions
that are grounded in facts and have higher chances of success.

3. Accountability

Policymakers have a responsibility to be accountable for their decisions and
actions. They should justify their choices, explain the rationale behind them, and
be open to scrutiny. Accountability fosters trust and ensures that public officials
act in the best interests of the citizens.

4. Continuity

Policy making is an ongoing process that requires continuity and long-term vision.
Policies should not be developed in isolation but should be part of a coherent
framework that aligns with long-term goals and objectives.

5. Flexibility

Policies should have the flexibility to adapt to changing circumstances and
evolving societal needs. Flexibility allows for policy adjustments and reforms to
address emerging challenges while ensuring their relevance and effectiveness.

The public policy making process and its underlying principles play a crucial role
in shaping the present and future of societies. Understanding this process
empowers citizens to engage actively, offer constructive inputs, and hold
policymakers accountable. By participating in policy making, individuals can
contribute to a more responsive, inclusive, and just society.
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This brief text identifies the issues, resources, actors, and institutions involved in
public policy making and traces the dynamics of the policymaking process,
including the triggering of issue awareness, the emergence of an issue on the
public agenda, the formation of a policy commitment, and the implementation
process that translates policy into practice. Throughout the text, which has been
revised and updated, Gerston brings his analysis to life with abundant examples
from the most recent and emblematic cases of public policy making. At the same
time, with well-chosen references, he places policy analysis in the context of
political science and deftly orients readers to the classics of public policy studies.
Each chapter ends with discussion questions and suggestions for further reading.
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