
The Politics Of Penetrated Society: The
Contemporary Middle East
In recent times, the Middle East has become a focal point in global politics. The
region's rich history, diverse cultures, and strategic geographical location have all
contributed to its significance on the world stage. Yet, beyond these factors, the
Middle East also faces unique political challenges that shape the societies within
it. This article will delve into the politics of a penetrated society, exploring how
external influences and internal dynamics have transformed the contemporary
Middle East.

Understanding Society in the Middle East

To comprehend the politics of the Middle East, one must first understand the
intricate societal fabric that underpins the region. The Middle East consists of
various countries with diverse ethnicities, religions, and cultural traditions. From
the Arabs, Persians, and Kurds to Islam, Christianity, and Judaism, there is a
tapestry of identities that shape individual and collective political aspirations
within the region.

Traditional power structures, such as tribal systems and monarchies, have played
a crucial role in shaping society. However, waves of colonialism and subsequent
imperial influence have challenged and modified these structures, leaving lasting
effects on political dynamics in the Middle East.
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Colonial Legacy on Middle Eastern Politics

Imperial powers, including the British, French, and Ottomans, exerted
considerable influence over the Middle East during the 19th and 20th centuries.
The often arbitrary drawing of borders and imposition of governance systems
significantly impacted the region's political landscape.

While colonial rule eventually ended, its legacy continues to shape Middle
Eastern politics today. Deep-seated societal divisions, conflicting national
identities, and ongoing struggles for self-determination can all be traced back to
external influences during the colonial era.

Strategic Interests and Power Plays

Aside from historical factors, the contemporary Middle East is entangled in a
complex web of international politics and regional power struggles. Strategic
interests of various global powers converge in the region due to its extensive oil
reserves, religious significance, and geopolitical position.

The Middle East has witnessed an overwhelming presence of foreign powers,
often with conflicting agendas, leading to proxy wars, geopolitical rivalries, and
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internal power struggles. These dynamics exacerbate existing societal tensions,
taking the politics of the Middle East to an even more intricate level.

The Role of Religion in Middle Eastern Politics

Religion, particularly Islam, holds immense importance in the Middle East.
Different interpretations of Islam and the clashes between secularism and
religious fundamentalism have shaped political ideologies and movements across
the region.

From the Iranian Revolution in 1979 to the rise of groups like the Muslim
Brotherhood and Hezbollah, religion has been a powerful force in shaping
political landscapes. The influence of religious leaders and institutions in
governance, along with the aspirations of religious identity, further contribute to
the complexities of Middle Eastern politics.

Challenges and Opportunities for Penetrated Societies

The contemporary Middle East is not without its challenges. Ongoing conflicts,
economic disparities, social unrest, and violations of human rights persist across
the region. However, amidst these difficulties, there are also opportunities for
positive change and transformation.

Understanding the politics of a penetrated society enables stakeholders to
address grievances, promote dialogue, and strive for inclusive governance
structures. It also highlights the importance of recognizing and respecting local
cultures, identities, and aspirations as pivotal elements in building a more stable
and prosperous Middle East.

The politics of penetrated society in the contemporary Middle East is a complex
and multifaceted subject. Historical legacies, international interventions, religious



influences, and societal divisions all contribute to shaping political realities.
Recognizing and addressing these dynamics is essential for promoting stability,
peace, and a brighter future for the people of the Middle East.
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In a time of great political change and unrest in the Middle East, this highly topical
text offers a succinct account of the contemporary political environment in
Lebanon. Tom Najem provides both a developed understanding of the pre-civil
war system and an analysis of how circumstances resulting from the civil war
combined with essential pre-war elements to define politics in Lebanon.

Systematically exploring Lebanon’s history, society and politics, the author
stresses the importance of the crucial role of external actors in the Lebanese
system. The analysis encompasses:

the formation of the state

weaknesses and dynamics of the Lebanese state

the civil war
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post-war government and change

the Lebanese economy

foreign policy.

Written in a clear and accessible manner, this book fills a conspicuous gap in the
existing academic literature on Lebanon. It will be of interest not only to students
of international politics and Middle East studies, but also to anyone travelling in or
wanting to learn more about the region.
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