
The Mystical World of William Blake: Selected
Poetry and Letters

William Blake, a visionary poet and artist of the Romantic Age, left an indelible
mark on the world through his remarkable works. From his enchanting poetry to
his captivating letters, Blake's words continue to inspire and bewitch readers
centuries after his time. In this article, we delve into the mystical world of William
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Blake, exploring his selected poetry and letters to unravel the depths of his
imagination.

Exploring the Poetry of William Blake

William Blake's poetry transports readers into a realm of mysticism and
enchantment. His verses have the power to stir emotions, provoke thoughts, and
challenge societal norms. One of his most notable collections, Songs of
Innocence and Experience, juxtaposes the purity of innocence with the
complexities of experience. Through masterful use of symbolism and vivid
imagery, Blake explores various aspects of human existence, exploring themes
such as spirituality, social injustice, and the state of the human soul.
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One of Blake's best-known poems, "The Tyger," delves into the intricate duality of
creation and destruction, questioning the nature of God and the existence of evil.
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With its rhythmic structure, intense imagery, and thought-provoking questions,
this poem continues to intrigue readers and challenge their perceptions.

Unveiling William Blake's World through Letters

Alongside his poetry, William Blake's letters provide glimpses into the artist's mind
and his unique outlook on life. His letters often serve as a medium of passionate
expression, offering personal insights into his art and his disdain for societal
conventions. One of his notable correspondences, "The Marriage of Heaven and
Hell," stands as a testament to his rebellious spirit and unconventional views.

In this remarkable piece, Blake explores the dichotomy between good and evil,
arguing that both are essential for the progression of human existence. He
challenges the predominant religious views of his time and advocates for the
freedom of thought and expression, emphasizing the importance of embracing
one's imagination and creativity.

The Legacy of William Blake

With his unique blend of poetry and art, William Blake created a legacy that
continues to captivate audiences across the globe. His visionary ideas and
profound insights into the human condition offer timeless wisdom. Blake's
influence extended beyond his contemporaries, inspiring renowned figures such
as poets William Butler Yeats and Allen Ginsberg, as well as musicians such as
Bob Dylan and Patti Smith.

Blake's work, both celebrated and controversial during his lifetime, remains a
subject of fascination for scholars, art enthusiasts, and literary lovers alike. His
intricate symbolism, his exploration of spirituality, and his relentless pursuit of
imagination have cemented his status as a pioneer of the Romantic Movement.



William Blake, with his selected poetry and letters, invites readers into a world of
beauty, mystery, and profound introspection. His words continue to resonate
through the ages, inspiring generations with their timeless themes and
extraordinary imagination. As we delve into Blake's mysticism, his legacy as a
visionary poet and artist remains everlasting.
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William Blake's first biographer, Alexander Gilchrist, wanted to believe that Blake
was a "new kind of man; and hence his was a new kind of art, and a new kind of
poetry." However, what sets William Blake apart as a great poet and artist was
not that he was so "new," but that he was so "old." He was a part of a mytho-
poetic and Vatic tradition as old as poetry itself. Blake was heir to a mytho-poetic
tradition that can be traced back to the very foundations of human thought and
speech. The extraordinary in William Blake was not the "man," but his Vision and
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how he expressed it. But most (if not all) of Blake's contemporaries, and a great
many since, wrote Blake's genius off as madness. Gilchrist explained, "it is only
within that last century and a half [that] the faculty of seeing visions could have
been one to bring a man's sanity into question." But divine inspiration has always
been the hallmark of mythological poetry and religious prophetic utterance, and
Daemonic inspiration was even the source of Socrates’ rationalism. It is realizing
and perfecting the "visionary" component of the human mind, which is the central
focus of most Visionary’s work - sometimes to the point of alienating those do not
share in the Visionary understanding. But Blake "claimed the possession of some
powers only in a greater degree that all men possessed and which they
undervalued in themselves & lost through love of sordid pursuits." The Visionary,
while seen as extraordinary and a genius, is only a glimpse of what all human
beings can experience for themselves. Blake's poetry needs to be read as the
expression of a visionary genius who saw what others could not see. He is an
enduring testament to the creative powers of the human mind. The book includes:
Selected Poetry of William Blake: Songs of Innocence; Songs of Experience; The
Book of Thel; The Marriage of Heaven and Hell; All Religions are One; There is
NO Natural Religion; The Book of Urizen; Jerusalem; Selected Letters of William
Blake
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