
The Men Who Saved Georgia Oglethorpe
Regiment: A Heroic Tale of Bravery and
Sacrifice
Georgia Oglethorpe Regiment, the renowned military unit of Georgia, found itself
in a dire situation during a critical battle against overwhelming odds. But it was
the bravery and unwavering dedication of a group of men that turned the tide and
saved the regiment from complete annihilation. Their heroism has since gone
down in history as a shining example of valor and sacrifice.

The Setting: The Battle of [Battle Name]

The Battle of [Battle Name], fought during [year], was a pivotal moment in the
history of Georgia and the Oglethorpe Regiment. The regiment, led by
[commanding officer], faced a formidable enemy force that outnumbered them
significantly. The odds were stacked against them, and defeat seemed inevitable.

The Heroes Emerge

As the battle reached its peak, a small group of soldiers from the Oglethorpe
Regiment stood out for their extraordinary bravery and unwavering determination.
These men, through their extraordinary efforts, managed to hold their ground and
prevent the enemy from breaking through the defensive lines.
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The Brave Leaders

Among the heroes were [leader names], who showed exceptional leadership
skills and strategic thinking during the battle. Their ability to rally their troops and
devise effective defensive maneuvers played a crucial role in the regiment's
survival.

The Fearless Fighters

The courageous soldiers of the Oglethorpe Regiment, including [names of
soldiers], fought with unmatched bravery. They defended their positions with
unwavering determination, engaging the enemy in close combat and repelling
multiple attacks.

The Turning Point

As the battle raged on, a critical moment arrived that would determine the fate of
the entire regiment. The enemy launched a fierce assault, targeting the weakest
point in the Oglethorpe's defenses.

But it was the heroic actions of [specific soldier names] that turned the tide.
Realizing the imminent danger, these soldiers selflessly put their lives on the line,
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holding the enemy at bay and buying the regiment valuable time to reinforce their
position.

The Salvation

Amidst the chaos and imminent defeat, reinforcements finally arrived for the
Oglethorpe Regiment. Inspired by the heroic resistance of their fellow soldiers,
they managed to repel the enemy's assault and eventually turn the tables on the
opposing force.

The relentless determination and extraordinary heroism of the men who saved
Georgia's Oglethorpe Regiment secured not only their own survival but also a
decisive victory over the enemy. The battle became a turning point in the history
of Georgia, marking the resilience and spirit of its people in the face of grave
adversity.

A Legacy Remembered

Their valor and sacrifice have forever etched the names of these men into the
annals of history. Monuments, memorials, and commemorative events still pay
homage to the gallantry of the men who saved Georgia's Oglethorpe Regiment.

Today, their legacy serves as an inspiration to future generations, reminding us all
of the incredible feats that can be achieved through courage, unity, and
unwavering determination in the face of seemingly insurmountable odds.
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THE MEN WHO SAVED GEORGIA,
Oglethorpe's Regiment
Volume 1

Prepared from contemporary documents
by
Mary Bondurant Warren, 2015

Who were these men facing the might of Spain, badly outnumbered, yet turned
sure defeat into victory - a miracle! This is the story of those brave men who tried
to protect their families, and the Colony from 1738 to 1749 in skirmishes and war.

Oglethorpe's name and fame is well known, but these are the untold stories of
bravery and sacrifice made by the "private men" who took up arms, followed his
leadership to victory, and saved Georgia. Was your ancestor among them?
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Georgia was chartered by King George II in 1732, with men from Britain's
debtors' prisons and their families, and to serve as a buffer for South Carolina
from Spanish or Indian attacks. That mission grew to offer a refuge from "Foreign
Protestants" suffering persecution in Catholic Europe.

James Edward Oglethorpe, a Trustee of Georgia, came over with the first settlers,
chose the site at Yamacraw Bluff, and named it Savannah. He sent Capt. George
Dunbar to the Scots Highlands to recruit new settlers. Oglethorpe saw the need
for mounted militia to protect their scattered settlements, so organized the English
and Highland Companies of Rangers. With the help of the Creek Indians, the
Georgians expanded their settlements further south.

Europe drew closer to war, and Britain faced off against Spain and France. King
George authorized the 42  Regiment of Foot, known as Oglethorpe's Regiment,
and the soldiers started building Fort Frederica and Fort St. Simon's on St.
Simon's Island., and a chain of smaller forts. To enlarge his force, the former
Rangers joined the Regiment. A Company of Boatmen manned their small "navy."
Money was slow coming to pay the troops, so Oglethorpe paid for wages and
supplies with his own money.

St. Augustine, and its Castillo de San Marcos, built in 1695 - seemed
impregnable. It was supplied from Havana, and outlying plantations. Cannons
mounted on the Castle could fire on enemy ships at the harbor's mouth, and
protect Spanish ships within the harbor. Spanish forts further inland controlled
river crossings. Yemassee Indians, and runaway Slaves from Carolina lived
nearby and joined the Spanish in attacking Georgia settlements.

Oglethorpe was ordered to attack and take St. Augustine. He petitioned the South
Carolina Assembly for troops, ships, and supplies. After much delay, aid was
offered, and British Men of War ships were to assist in the attack. Key to success
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was preventing men and supplies from reaching St. Augustine from Havana. Men
of War were to blockade entrances to the St. Augustine Harbor. Oglethorpe and
troops from Georgia and South Carolina attacked in July 1740. A Spanish sortie
wiped out most Highland troops defending Fort Mosa. The ship failed the
blockade, and left. Oglethorpe retreated back to Georgia. He and many of his
troops returned ill with fever, and the specter of a retaliatory Spanish attack hung
over the colony.

The Creek Indians protected Georgia by keeping the Spanish at St. Augustine
with the Indians' hit-and-run attacks. Retribution was still to come.

Oglethorpe was warned in the spring of 1742 that there was a build-up of ships
and troops at St. Augustine. He sent repeated messages to South Carolina, the
northern colonies, and the British Navy, of a possible Spanish attack. He asked
for assistance with men, arms, and ships, which never came.

A flotilla of more than 50 Spanish ships, and 3,000 or more troops, appeared off
St. Simon's Island in July. Expresses were sent to alert Savannah, and Carolina,
with pleas for help. With no war ships, few cannon, and perhaps 500 men, the
Georgians faced sure defeat. It was "their finest hour."
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