
The King Own Scottish Borderers: A
Legendary Brave Infantry Regiment - Discover
Their Heroic Legacy
HTML never sounded so thrilling! In this article, we are about to embark on a
journey that will take us through the annals of history, unveiling the captivating
story of The King Own Scottish Borderers (KOSB). Prepare to be enchanted by
their bravery, resilience, and the indomitable spirit that made them legends on the
battlefield.

The King Own Scottish Borderers have played an immense role in shaping the
history of Britain. Rooted in Scottish soil, this extraordinary infantry regiment has
left an enduring mark in the hearts of many, both at home and overseas. Join us
as we dive deep into the tale of KOSB and enlighten ourselves on the valiant acts
they exemplified.

The KOSB traces its origins back to 1689 when it was established to defend the
Scottish border against raiding parties and other threats. Originally named as the
Earl of Leven's Regiment of Foot, the regiment was soon renamed as The King's
Own Scottish Borderers in 1751. Throughout its existence, the KOSB earned a
reputation for courage and resilience that became synonymous with their name.
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One of the most defining moments for the KOSB came during World War I. As the
world plunged into the depths of war, the men of KOSB stepped forward to
confront danger head-on. Their unwavering resolve led them to brave battles
across the world, from the muddy trenches of the Western Front to the scorching
heat of Gallipoli. Their bravery shone through in every action, underlining their
commitment to protect the values they held dear.

The Battle of Loos in 1915 stands as a testament to the KOSB's indomitable
spirit. They faced overwhelming odds as they charged towards the German lines,
determined to break through and rally their allies. Despite heavy casualties, the
KOSB soldiers fought valiantly, displaying astonishing resilience and unwavering
loyalty to their cause. Their unyielding determination during this battle earned
them the nickname "The Steelbacks," a title they proudly carried throughout the
war.

The legacy of KOSB continued into World War II, where they once again
illustrated their mettle in various theatres of war. During the infamous Dunkirk
evacuation, the men of KOSB played a critical role in rescuing a multitude of
stranded soldiers, displaying extraordinary bravery under relentless enemy fire.
Their selfless acts of heroism resonated throughout Britain, serving as a beacon
of hope during those dark times.

The regiment's contributions were not limited to just the two World Wars. The
King Own Scottish Borderers have participated in numerous conflicts around the
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globe, from the Balkans to Northern Ireland. With each engagement, they carved
their place in history and kept the spirit of Scotland alive.

Today, the KOSB is remembered with reverence and admiration. Their legacy
lives on through the memorials, museums, and the accounts of those who fought
beside them. The regimental museum, located in Berwick-upon-Tweed,
showcases the tremendous valor exhibited by the KOSB throughout their
existence. Visitors can immerse themselves in the stories, artifacts, and personal
accounts that bring the history of this esteemed regiment to life.

The King Own Scottish Borderers continue to inspire generations with their
bravery, resilience, and unwavering spirit. Their legacy is a reminder of the
strength that lies within the human spirit when faced with unimaginable
challenges. Their stories echo through the ages, symbolizing the enduring spirit
of Scotland and the indomitable courage that defines the KOSB.

, The King Own Scottish Borderers have left an indelible mark on history, both on
the battlefield and in the hearts of those who remember them. Their tale is one of
bravery, resilience, and unwavering loyalty to their cause. Join us in honoring
their legendary legacy and ensuring that their heroic acts continue to inspire
generations to come.
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The King's Own Scottish Borderers is one of only two Scottish regiments never to
have been amalgamated until it joined forces with The Royal Scots to form the
1st battalion of The Royal Regiment of Scotland in 2006. It is also unusual in that
it lost its Scottish status between 1782 and 1887 when it served as the 25th
(Sussex) Regiment of Foot.

Formed in Edinburgh in 1689, its first operational role was to defend the city
during the period of turmoil following the accession of William and Mary of
Orange. That same year the regiment fought at the Battle of Killiecrankie, where
they withstood a ferocious charge by the Highlanders supporting James II. Since
then, the regiment has fought in most of the major campaigns fought by the
British Army.

In 1887, the regiment became The King's Own Scottish Borderers. It served with
distinction during the two World Wars and achieved nationwide fame in 1915
when Sergeant Piper Daniel Laidlaw won the Victoria Cross during the Battle of
Loos. Despite coming under heavy fire he played his pipes in full view of the
enemy, encouraging the Borderers with the sound of 'Blue Bonnets o'er the
Border' and 'The Standard on the Braes o' Mar'.

This concise account of the King's Own Scottish Borderers puts its story into the
context of British military history and makes use of personal testimony to reveal
the life of the regiment.
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