
The Intriguing Story of She Wolf: Ancient
Rome's Iconic Symbol

The She Wolf, or Lupa Capitolina, is a mesmerizing symbol of Rome, captivating
the imagination of historians and art enthusiasts alike. This iconic bronze statue,
showcasing a nurturing wolf, has long been associated with the founding myth of
the Eternal City. Its enigmatic origins and enduring significance make it a subject
of both fascination and scholarly debate.

The Mythological Tale

According to ancient Roman mythology, the city of Rome owes its beginnings to
two abandoned infants: Romulus and Remus. The story goes that the twins were
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cast into the treacherous waters of the Tiber River and left to their fate. However,
fate had different plans for them.
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They were discovered and saved by a she-wolf, who nurtured them with her milk
and protected them from harm. As the twins grew older, they eventually decided
to found their own city. However, their visions differed, leading to a conflict
between them. Romulus prevailed, becoming the legendary founder of Rome in
753 BC.

The Symbolic Statue

The iconic statue of the She Wolf captivates all who gaze upon it. It depicts the
legendary she-wolf with her mouth open, seemingly ready to feed her adopted
infants. The sculpture emanates power, strength, and a sense of maternal
protection.
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Originally crafted in the 5th century BC, the She Wolf statue is believed to have
been created to commemorate the founding of Rome. However, there is still
much debate surrounding its true origins and purpose. Some historians argue
that it may be an Etruscan creation, brought to Rome as a symbol of prestige and
power.

An Artistic Marvel

Beyond its historical and mythological significance, the She Wolf statue is an
exquisite example of ancient Roman artistry. Crafted in bronze, its detailed
craftsmanship is truly remarkable. The texture of the wolf's fur, the
expressiveness of the faces on the twins, and the overall composition make it a
masterpiece of beauty and skill.

Throughout the centuries, the She Wolf statue has inspired countless artists,
poets, and writers. Its powerful presence has been replicated in various forms of
art, from paintings to sculptures, preserving its legacy and ensuring its lasting
impact on artistic expression.

The Controversies

While the She Wolf has undoubtedly become an enduring symbol of Rome, its
authenticity has been a subject of controversy. The statue we see today in the
Capitoline Museums in Rome is a medieval copy, created by Antonio Pollaiuolo in
the late 15th century. The original is believed to have been made during the
Roman Republic era, making it over two thousand years old.

Another point of contention is whether the She Wolf statue truly represents the
mythological tale of Romulus and Remus. Some scholars argue that the statue
predates the myth, but was later linked to it due to Rome's association with the
she-wolf as its protective guardian.



A Powerful Symbol

Irrespective of its origin, the She Wolf continues to hold immense cultural
significance for Rome and its people. It remains an enduring symbol of strength,
resilience, and the nurturing spirit that lies at the heart of the city's grandeur. The
statue serves as a reminder of Rome's mythic beginnings and its rise to become
one of the greatest civilizations in history.

Today, the She Wolf stands proudly as a testament to the enduring power of art
and storytelling. It acts as a bridge between the ancient past and the present,
inspiring visitors from around the world to delve into the captivating history of
Rome.

She Wolf: The Story of the Roman Icon is a captivating journey into the myth, art,
and legacy of this extraordinary symbol. From its mythological tale to its
controversial origins, the She Wolf leaves an indelible mark on the cultural
landscape of Rome. Whether one sees it as a religious symbol, a political
statement, or a nod to ancient legends, the statue continues to captivate and
intrigue all those who encounter it.

So, the next time you find yourself in Rome, make sure to witness the awe-
inspiring presence of the She Wolf first-hand. Let its powerful aura transport you
back in time, allowing you to be part of Rome's magnificent tale, even if just for a
moment.
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Since antiquity, the she-wolf has served as the potent symbol of Rome. For more
than two thousand years, the legendary animal that rescued Romulus and Remus
has been the subject of historical and political accounts, literary treatments in
poetry and prose, and visual representations in every medium. In She-Wolf: The
Story of a Roman Icon, Cristina Mazzoni examines the evolution of the she-wolf
as a symbol in western history, art, and literature, from antiquity to contemporary
times. Used, for example, as an icon of Roman imperial power, papal authority,
and the distance between the present and the past, the she-wolf has also served
as an allegory for greed, good politics, excessive female sexuality, and, most
recently, modern, multi-cultural Rome. Mazzoni engagingly analyzes the various
role guises of the she-wolf over time in the first comprehensive study in any
language on this subject.
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