
The History of Mary Prince: An Inspirational
Tale of Courage and Freedom
When we look back at history, we often find stories of individuals who have defied
all odds, overcome unimaginable hardships, and fought for their freedom. One
such story is that of Mary Prince, a remarkable woman whose life serves as a
powerful testament to the indomitable human spirit.

A Life in Shackles

Mary Prince was born into slavery in Devonshire Parish, Bermuda, in the late
18th century. From a young age, she experienced the cruelty and injustice that
characterized the institution of slavery. Separated from her family at a tender age,
Mary was sold multiple times, enduring physical and emotional abuse along the
way.

Her brutal experiences spanned across different islands in the Caribbean, where
she worked as a domestic servant and laborer on plantations. It was during this
time that Mary witnessed the dehumanizing treatment of her fellow enslaved
individuals, further fueling her desire for freedom.
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A Journey to Freedom

Mary's journey to freedom began when she was taken to England by her final
owner, John Woods. It was in London that her life took an unexpected turn. Mary
found work as a servant for a kind Quaker family, who treated her with dignity and
respect - a stark contrast to the life she had known until then.

Encouraged by her employers, Mary began to share her story publicly, exposing
the inhumane realities of slavery. Her tale of suffering and resilience captivated
audiences and sparked a growing movement of abolitionism in Britain.

Writing Her Narrative

In 1831, with the help of Susanna Moodie, a British writer, Mary Prince penned
her autobiography, "The History of Mary Prince: A West Indian Slave." This
extraordinary narrative detailed her experiences and shed light on the horrors of
slavery, captivating readers and adding impetus to the anti-slavery movement.

Remarkably, Mary's autobiography became the first account of enslavement
written and published by a woman of African descent. It exposed the brutalities of
slavery and had a significant impact on public opinion in Britain, leading to
increased support for the abolitionist cause.

Champion of Freedom

Mary Prince's courageous act of sharing her story and fighting for her freedom
made her an emblematic figure of resistance against slavery. She became the
voice of enslaved individuals who were too often silenced and ignored.
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Her impact on the abolitionist movement was profound. The publication of her
autobiography helped change public opinion and, in turn, influenced policymakers
to take steps towards ending slavery. The tireless effort of individuals like Mary
Prince played an essential role in the abolition of slavery in the British Empire in
1834.

Legacy and Inspiration

Mary Prince's story continues to inspire individuals around the world. Her courage
and resilience in the face of unimaginable adversity serve as a reminder of the
strength of the human spirit. Despite enduring years of slavery, Mary never lost
hope and fought tirelessly for her freedom, leaving an indelible mark on history.

Today, Mary Prince is remembered as a trailblazer. Her bravery and
determination helped pave the way for future generations in their pursuit of
equality and justice. Her autobiography stands as a powerful testament to the
power of storytelling and the ability to effect meaningful change.

The history of Mary Prince is a captivating tale of triumph over adversity. Born
into slavery, Mary's journey took her from the depths of servitude to becoming a
beacon of hope for those who had been silenced. Her autobiography shed light
on the horrors of slavery and played a pivotal role in the abolitionist movement.

In a world where the fight for freedom and justice continues, Mary Prince's story
is a reminder of the strength and resilience of the human spirit. Her legacy lives
on, inspiring us to overcome barriers and fight for a more just and equal society.
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Born in Bermuda to a house slave in 1788, Mary Prince suffered the first of many
soul-shattering experiences in her life when she was separated from her parents
and siblings at the age of twelve. Subjected to bodily and sexual abuse by
subsequent masters, she was bought and sold several times before she was
ultimately freed.
The first black woman to break the bonds of slavery in the British colonies and
publish a record of her experiences, Prince vividly recalls her life in the West
Indies, her rebellion against physical and psychological degradation, and her
eventual escape in 1828 in England. Her straightforward, often poetic account of
immense anguish, separation from her husband, and struggle for freedom
inflamed public opinion during a period when stormy debates on abolition were
common in both the United States and England.
This edition also includes a substantial supplement by Thomas Pringle, the
original editor, as well as another brief slave account: “The Narrative of Asa-Asa,
a Captured African.”
Essential reading for students of African-American studies, Mary Prince’s classic
account of determination and endurance aids in filling the many gaps in black
women’s history.
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