
The Essential Guide To Illinois Historic Sites

The state of Illinois is not only known for its breathtaking natural landscapes and
modern cities but also for its rich historical heritage. With countless historic sites
spread across the state, Illinois offers a fascinating journey through time, allowing
visitors to delve into significant events that shaped the region and the nation as a
whole. In this guide, we will take you on a captivating exploration of Illinois' most
remarkable historic sites, offering insights into their historical importance and
what you can expect to find when you visit them.

The Abraham Lincoln Home National Historic Site
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One of the most iconic figures in American history, Abraham Lincoln, spent a
significant part of his life in Illinois. The Abraham Lincoln Home National Historic
Site in Springfield is where you can step into the home where Lincoln lived before
becoming the 16th President of the United States. The preserved rooms and
original furnishings offer a glimpse into Lincoln's personal and political life,
making it an unmissable destination for history enthusiasts.

The Cahokia Mounds State Historic Site
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Traveling back centuries ago, the Cahokia Mounds State Historic Site near
Collinsville is a UNESCO World Heritage site that preserves the remains of the
largest pre-Columbian settlement north of Mexico. These ancient mounds were
once the center of an advanced Native American civilization, thriving between the
9th and 15th centuries. Exploring this site allows you to walk in the footsteps of a
forgotten indigenous culture and learn about their complex social organization,
stunning architecture, and trading networks.

The Frank Lloyd Wright Home and Studio

If you have an interest in architecture, the Frank Lloyd Wright Home and Studio in
Oak Park is a must-visit. This iconic site served as the residence and workplace
of the renowned architect, Frank Lloyd Wright, during the early years of his
career. Here, you can witness the birthplace of Wright's innovative designs and
explore the environment that shaped his artistic vision. The house offers guided
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tours that provide unique insights into Wright's personal life and his revolutionary
approach to architecture.

The Lincoln Home National Historic Site

Another historic site dedicated to Abraham Lincoln, the Lincoln Home National
Historic Site in Charleston, takes you back to the President's childhood and early
adult life. The site consists of reconstructed buildings that showcase what life was
like for a young Lincoln and his family in the early 19th century. Through exhibits
and informative guides, visitors gain a deeper understanding of Lincoln's
formative years and the influences that shaped his character as a historic figure.

The Pullman National Monument
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The Pullman National Monument in Chicago presents a unique opportunity to
explore a well-preserved 19th-century planned industrial community. Designed by
George Pullman, this neighborhood served as the home for thousands of workers
employed in the Pullman Palace Car Company. As you wander through the
streets, you can appreciate the architectural elegance of the buildings, learn
about the labor movement and strikes that took place here, and gain insights into
the social and economic conditions of the late 1800s.

The Old State Capitol
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Step into the past and immerse yourself in Illinois' political history with a visit to
the Old State Capitol in Springfield. This magnificent building served as the
state's seat of government from 1839 to 1876, witnessing important legislative
debates and hosting events that influenced the course of US history. With its
beautifully restored interiors and informative exhibits, the Old State Capitol
provides a fascinating insight into the democratic process during Abraham
Lincoln's time and the early days of the state of Illinois.

Illinois is a treasure trove of historical sites that offer a window into the rich past of
the region. Whether you are interested in the life of Abraham Lincoln, ancient
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civilizations, architecture, or political history, the state has something to satisfy
every history enthusiast's curiosity. By exploring the aforementioned historic sites,
you will not only gain a deeper appreciation for the historical importance of Illinois
but also embark on a captivating journey through time that will leave you inspired
and enlightened.
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Discovering Illinois through twenty of the state's most important places

 A one-of-a-kind travel guide, Exploring the Land of Lincoln invites road-trippers
and history buffs to explore the Prairie State's most extraordinary historic sites.
Charles Titus blends storytelling with in-depth research to highlight twenty must-
see destinations selected for human drama, historical and cultural relevance, and
their far-reaching impact on the state and nation. Maps, illustrations, and mileage
tables encourage readers to create personal journeys of exploration to, and
beyond, places like Cahokia, the Lincoln sites, Nauvoo, and Chicago's South
Side Community Art Center.
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Detailed and user-friendly, Exploring the Land of Lincoln is the only handbook you
need for the sights and stories behind the names on the map of Illinois.  
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