
The Epic Saga: Unveiling the Untold Story of
the 1919 Tour De France
It was the summer of 1919, a time when the world was still reeling from the
aftermath of the First World War. In the midst of this upheaval, a group of
courageous and determined cyclists undertook a journey that would go on to
become the stuff of legends - the Tour De France.

The 1919 Tour De France was not just any race, it was a symbol of resilience and
the unbreakable human spirit. With over 3,000 kilometers to cover, the journey
would test the physical and mental limits of the riders like never before.

However, the challenges faced by the participants of the 1919 Tour De France
were far greater than the distance they had to cycle. The war had devastated the
nation, leaving France in ruins. The roads were in a state of disrepair, making the
journey treacherous and grueling.
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As the race began, it quickly became apparent that the 1919 Tour De France
would be defined not only by the tough conditions, but also by the exceptional
riders who inhabited it.

One of the standout riders was Henri Pelissier, a true force of nature on two
wheels. Pelissier, known for his incredible endurance and determination, quickly
established himself as a frontrunner. His unwavering spirit and ability to conquer
any obstacle earned him the respect and admiration of both fellow riders and
spectators.

Another notable figure was Philippe Thys, a veteran of the sport who had already
won two previous editions of the Tour De France. Thys' experience and strategic
approach to racing made him a formidable opponent, and his presence kept the
competition fierce throughout the race.

A Journey of Triumphs and Tragedies

The 1919 Tour De France was not without its fair share of triumphs and tragedies.
As the riders pushed themselves to their limits, unforeseen obstacles and
heartbreaking setbacks tested their resolve.

One such tragedy struck when French rider Jean Alavoine, who had been leading
the race, collided with a dog on the road. The accident left Alavoine with severe
injuries and forced him to retire from the competition. This incident highlighted the
dangerous nature of the race and the constant risks the riders faced.

But amidst the tragedies, there were also remarkable achievements. As the
cyclists reached the challenging Pyrenees mountain range, the race entered a
new phase of intensity. Riders battled against the grueling inclines, with some
even resorting to carrying their bicycles on foot. These displays of resilience and



determination captivated the nation, turning the race into an emblem of the
indomitable human spirit.

The Unveiling of the Hero

As the 1919 Tour De France neared its , it became clear that one man had
emerged as the ultimate hero of the race - Henri Pelissier. Despite facing
countless adversities, Pelissier showcased unparalleled strength and skill as he
dominated the competition.

With every pedal stroke, Pelissier seemed to defy the odds. His sheer
determination propelled him forward, and he continued to distance himself from
other riders. As he crossed the finish line in Paris, Pelissier secured a historic
victory that would be forever etched in the annals of cycling history.

A Legacy That Lives On

The 1919 Tour De France left an indelible mark not only on the world of cycling
but also on the collective memory of France. It symbolized the resilience and
determination of a nation recovering from the ravages of war.

Today, the legacy of the 1919 Tour De France lives on. It serves as a reminder of
the power of the human spirit and the ability to overcome seemingly
insurmountable challenges. The heroes of that fateful race continue to inspire
generations of cyclists to push their limits and chase their dreams.

So, as we revel in the exhilarating races and breathtaking scenery of the modern
Tour De France, let us also pay homage to the pioneers of the past. Let us
remember the extraordinary tale of the 1919 Tour De France, a race that
transcended mere sport and became a testament to the triumph of the human
will.
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“Don’t look up Firmin, just ride. Fight the pain, but don’t look up.”

Under grey skies and through the ruins of war, two veterans battled for the Tour’s
first yellow jersey. Firmin Lambot and Eugene Christophe had raced each other
into the ground; the race had come down to what some riders were calling the
hunger stage – 420km from Metz to Dunkirk.

We Rode All Day is the story of that fateful 1919 Tour de France; the Tour that
very nearly never was. In the voices of the riders and race organisers, We Rode
All Day throws you into the action – the dirt, the pain, the drugs, the cobbles, the
mountains, the sheer madness of riding your bike for 5,500km around France.
And two men who knew this could be their last Tour.

As Lambot makes his move, can Christophe’s bike and body hold?

We Rode All Day reveals the stories that made the 1919 Tour special. The slaying
of Henri Pelissier, scourge of the peloton; the emergence of Honore Barthelemy,
the climbing revelation, and the efforts of Henri Desgrange, organiser of the Tour
since its inception in 1903. The book is finally an opportunity to hear the voices of
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the riders and organisers, bringing to life an era of cycling - and with it, a
generation of cyclists - that had long been forgotten.
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