
The Dark Connection: Ordinary Workers Vichy
And The Holocaust

The Holocaust remains one of the darkest periods in human history, where
millions of innocent lives were lost due to the systematic genocide perpetrated by
the Nazis. While the atrocious acts of the Nazi regime are well-known, it is often
forgotten that there were ordinary workers who unwittingly played a role in
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facilitating this horrific tragedy. This article delves into the dark connection
between ordinary workers and Vichy during the Holocaust, shedding light on a
lesser-discussed aspect of this painful chapter.

The Rise of Vichy and Collaboration

Following the German invasion of France during World War II, the Vichy
government emerged as a puppet regime led by Marshal Philippe Pétain. This
collaborationist government, keen on maintaining power and authority, enacted
numerous anti-Semitic policies that aligned with the Nazi agenda. Ordinary
workers found themselves caught in this web of collaboration and coercion, often
facing difficult choices in order to ensure their own survival.
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The Role of Ordinary Workers

Ordinary workers, be it in factories, transport systems, or administrative positions,
were integral to the functioning of Vichy's collaborationist regime. Whether
knowingly or unknowingly, they participated in activities that directly or indirectly
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supported the Holocaust. While some workers actively sought to aid the
resistance or protect Jewish individuals, many were compelled to follow orders or
face severe consequences.

One significant area where ordinary workers contributed to the Holocaust was
through their work in the transportation sector. Trains, buses, and other means of
transportation became tools for the Nazis to deport Jews to concentration camps.
Workers involved in these operations often had to ignore the cries of victims, their
faces etched with fear, as they were forcefully removed from their homes,
ultimately to face their tragic fate.

The Moral Dilemma

It is important to acknowledge the moral dilemma faced by these ordinary
workers during this dark period. Many were grappling with the devastating reality
of losing their own rights, freedoms, and even loved ones. Faced with threats,
coercion, and the need to provide for their families, they struggled to make
difficult choices every day. While some workers chose resistance and heroism,
risking their lives to save others, others had to reluctantly participate in the
machinery of Vichy's collaboration, haunted by the guilt of their actions.

Looking back at history, it is crucial to recognize the complexity and the
multifaceted nature of individuals' roles during the Holocaust. While the focus
often remains on the high-ranking Nazi officials and their direct involvement,
ordinary workers played an essential, albeit unwilling, part in enabling the
Holocaust. This article aims to shed light on their struggles and dilemmas,
allowing us to understand the wide-ranging impact and deep scars left by this
dark chapter in human history.
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Should French railwaymen during the Second World War be viewed as great
resisters or collaborators in genocide? Ludivine Broch revisits histories of
resistance, collaboration and deportation in Vichy France through the prism of the
French railwaymen – the cheminots. De-sanctifying the idea of railwaymen as
heroic saboteurs, Broch reveals the daily life of these workers who
accommodated with the Vichy regime, cohabitated with the Germans and stole
from their employer. Moreover, by intertwining the history of the working classes
with Holocaust history, she highlights unexpected histories under Vichy and
sensitive memories of the post-war period. Ultimately, this book bursts the myths
of cheminot resistance and collaboration in the Holocaust, and reveals that there
is more to their story than this. The cheminots fed both the French nation and the
German military apparatus, exemplifying the complexities of personal,
professional and political life under occupation.
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