
The Complete Guide On Everything You Need
To Know About Hedgehogs Breeding

Hedgehogs are fascinating creatures that have gained popularity as pets in
recent years. One aspect of hedgehog ownership that enthusiasts often consider
is breeding these adorable little creatures. Breeding hedgehogs can be a
rewarding experience, but it also requires knowledge, preparation, and a
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responsible approach. In this complete guide, we will provide you with all the
information you need to know about hedgehog breeding.

Understanding Hedgehog Breeding

Before delving into the process of hedgehog breeding, it's essential to understand
the basics. Hedgehogs are classified as mammals and belong to the Erinaceinae
family. In the wild, hedgehogs typically breed during the spring and summer
seasons. However, in captivity, they can breed year-round under the right
conditions.
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Hedgehogs reach sexual maturity at around four to six months of age for females
and six to eight months for males. This is the ideal time for breeding them. It's
crucial to remember that hedgehogs are solitary animals and do not require a
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partner for companionship. Breeding them should only be done with proper
knowledge and consideration.

Preparing for Hedgehog Breeding

Before starting the breeding process, it's vital to ensure that both the male and
female hedgehogs are healthy and in optimal condition. Schedule a visit to a
reputable veterinarian to conduct a thorough health examination. This
examination will check for any underlying health issues and ensure that the
hedgehogs are fit for breeding.

Creating a suitable breeding environment is essential. Hedgehogs require
spacious enclosures with proper ventilation, temperature control, and sufficient
hiding spots. The enclosure should be free from any potential hazards or
stressors that may negatively affect the breeding process. Additionally, providing
a balanced and nutritious diet is essential for the reproductive health of the
hedgehogs.

Mating Process

The mating process among hedgehogs follows a unique pattern. Before
introducing the male and female hedgehogs, it's crucial to ensure that the female
is in the right state of readiness. Signs of readiness can include increased activity,
a rigid posture when approached by the male, and a swollen vulva. Introducing
the male too early can result in unsuccessful mating attempts.

Once the female is ready, introduce the male hedgehog into her enclosure
carefully. Monitor their interactions closely, ensuring that their behavior during the
courtship is appropriate. It's common for the male to make "huffing" noises, circle
the female, and perform a courting dance. This dance involves raising and
lowering their quills while producing a vibrating sound.



If the breeding process is successful, copulation will occur. This process usually
lasts around 30 minutes to an hour. However, it's important to note that not all
mating attempts result in a successful pregnancy. Multiple mating attempts may
be required to increase the chances of conception.

Gestation and Birth

Once the mating process is accomplished, the female hedgehog enters a
gestation period that lasts approximately 35 to 40 days. During this time, it's
crucial to provide the female hedgehog with a quiet and stress-free environment.
Avoid disturbing her nest or handling her excessively, as this may lead to
complications.

After the gestation period, the female hedgehog will give birth to a litter of hoglets.
The average litter size ranges from one to seven hoglets. They are born blind and
with soft, flexible quills that gradually harden within a few hours. The female
hedgehog will nurse and care for the hoglets, so it's vital to provide her with a
comfortable and secure nesting area.

Caring for Hedgehog Hoglets

Proper care for hoglets is crucial for their healthy development. The hoglets
should be kept in a warm environment with a regulated temperature to ensure
their comfort. Monitoring their weight gain and growth is essential to ensure they
are thriving.

It's important to note that hedgehog parents can sometimes exhibit cannibalistic
behavior towards their young. To prevent this, it may be necessary to separate
the male hedgehog from the female and hoglets. However, this step depends on
the behavior exhibited by the parents and should be done cautiously.



Breeding hedgehogs is an intricate process that requires knowledge, preparation,
and responsible care. By following the guidelines outlined in this complete guide,
you can ensure a safe and successful breeding experience. Remember to
prioritize the health and well-being of the hedgehogs throughout the process, and
seek advice from experienced breeders or veterinarians when necessary. Happy
breeding!
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The pen ought to be sufficiently large to permit the hedgehog to move round. 2 x
three feet (61 x 91cm) must be the bottom floor space gave. Dividers need to be
sufficiently excessive to stop escape, as hedgehogs are applicable climbers. a
glass aquarium or easy sided confine is a practical selection for some owners. An
aquarium has to be somewhere round 30 gallons in extent. Enclosures with a
cord base need to be stored faraway from because the hedgehog can without a
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great deal of a stretch damage a foot inside the cord. Enclosures with a plastic
base and twine dividers might be applied, as long as the distance between the
bars is 1 inch (2.5cm) or less. hold in mind, the best enclosure you could undergo
is excessively little! greater is in every case higher.
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