
Sergeant John Ordway: Unveiling the History
With His Genealogy
Are you ready to embark on a fascinating journey into the life and genealogy of
Sergeant John Ordway? Prepare yourself for a captivating exploration of Sgt.
Ordway's contributions and the remarkable legacy he has left behind. From his
humble beginnings to his pivotal role in the historic Lewis and Clark expedition,
we will delve into the story of an extraordinary individual who played an
instrumental part in shaping American history.

The Early Years and Ancestry

Sergeant John Ordway was born on October 29, 1775, in Gilmanton, New
Hampshire, to Samuel Ordway and Abigail Eastman. A descendant of early
Scottish and English settlers, Sgt. Ordway's family roots in America can be traced
back to the 17th century. His ancestors firmly believed in the power of hard work
and dedication, values that would shape Sgt. Ordway's character later in life.
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Sgt. Ordway's upbringing was marked by a strong sense of patriotism and a
yearning for adventure. As a young boy, he often heard tales of the ongoing
American Revolutionary War, and these narratives played a significant role in
shaping his aspirations. His family's deep roots in the United States further fueled
his desire to contribute to the young nation's growth and prosperity.

The Journey West: Lewis and Clark Expedition

In 1803, Thomas Jefferson commissioned the famous Corps of Discovery
expedition, led by Meriwether Lewis and William Clark, with the objective of
exploring and mapping the newly acquired Louisiana Purchase. Sgt. John
Ordway was among the select group of skilled individuals chosen for this
extraordinary adventure.

Throughout the perilous expedition, Sgt. Ordway showcased his exemplary
leadership skills and unwavering commitment to the success of the mission. As a
sergeant, he was responsible for maintaining discipline within the ranks,
overseeing day-to-day operations, and acting as a liaison between the
commanders and the rest of the group.
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The journey westward was fraught with dangers, from encounters with Native
American tribes to treacherous terrain and harsh weather conditions. However,
Sgt. Ordway's quick thinking and resourcefulness helped the expedition
overcome numerous obstacles along the way. His contributions and resilience
enabled the completion of one of the most significant explorations in American
history.

Legacy and Genealogy

Following the successful completion of the Lewis and Clark expedition, Sgt. John
Ordway continued to serve his country as a military officer, eventually retiring
from the Army in 1814. He settled in Missouri, where he married Louisa Hancock
and had seven children.

Today, Sgt. Ordway's descendants can be found across the United States,
proudly carrying forward the legacy of their courageous ancestor. Through
extensive genealogical research, many individuals have traced their family trees
back to Sgt. Ordway, connecting with distant relatives and fostering a profound
sense of pride in their shared history.

The influence of Sgt. John Ordway extends far beyond his immediate family. His
contributions to the Lewis and Clark expedition and his commitment to the growth
of the young nation will forever be remembered as integral parts of American
history.

As we conclude our exploration of Sergeant John Ordway's history and
genealogy, we gain a deeper understanding of the remarkable man behind the
name. From his early years in New Hampshire to his pivotal role in one of
America's most renowned expeditions, Sgt. Ordway's story serves as a testament
to the determination and resilience of the human spirit.



Today, we honor Sgt. John Ordway's unwavering commitment to serving his
country and his invaluable contributions to American history. His story reminds us
of the courage and dedication displayed by countless individuals throughout our
nation's past, inspiring us to embrace our own roles in shaping the future.
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Sergeant John Ordway, from Hebron, NH, was third in command of the Lewis and
Clark Expedition. Today the best Master Sergeant in the US Army is annually
awarded the John Ordway Award and in 2007 the Army erected a statue of
Sergeant Ordway at Fort Lewis, Washigton, the only statue of an enlisted man
ever erected by the US Army. This is his story, family history and genealogy.
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