
Rediscovering The Carolinas Along The Route
Of John Lawson 1700 Expedition
John Lawson, an explorer and naturalist, embarked on a fascinating expedition
through the Carolinas in the year 1700. His journey uncovered the beauty and
diversity of this region, documenting its flora, fauna, and native cultures.
Rediscovering the Carolinas along the route of John Lawson's expedition allows
us to retrace his steps and gain a deeper understanding of the history and
treasures that lie within.

The Expedition Begins: A Journey into the Unknown

In the early 18th century, the Carolinas were a vast wilderness, largely
unexplored by Europeans. John Lawson, a man with a sense of adventure and
curiosity, set out on an incredible expedition to uncover the secrets of this
untamed land. His travels took him through dense forests, sparkling rivers, and
breathtaking landscapes.

As we follow in Lawson's footsteps, we are transported back in time, immersing
ourselves in the rugged beauty that captivated him. Walking through the same
terrain, we can imagine the challenges and triumphs he experienced during his
arduous journey.
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The Natural Wonders: Flora and Fauna

Lawson was not only an explorer but also a keen naturalist. His meticulous
observations of the Carolinas' flora and fauna provide us with valuable insights
into the region's biodiversity. Rediscovering the Carolinas offers us an opportunity
to witness these wonders firsthand and understand their historical significance.

As we traverse the same landscapes as Lawson, we encounter an incredible
array of plants and animals. The dense forests are home to towering hardwood
trees, vibrant wildflowers, and elusive wildlife. Birds of all colors serenade us as
we walk through lush meadows, and the sound of rushing streams accompanies
our exploration.

The Carolinas' natural beauty is a testament to its ecological importance, and
rediscovering it allows us to recognize its preservation needs. It is a call to action
to protect and conserve these precious ecosystems for generations to come.

Native Cultures: Honoring the Past

While rediscovering the Carolinas, we cannot overlook the rich tapestry of native
cultures that thrived in this region before European settlement. John Lawson's
encounters with various tribes along his route offer glimpses into their traditions,
customs, and way of life.
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As we delve deeper into the history of these native cultures and their interactions
with Lawson, we gain a better understanding of the Carolinas' indigenous
heritage. Rediscovering their stories helps us honor their contributions and
acknowledge the injustices they faced.

Visiting the sites where these tribes once thrived, we can pay homage to their
resilience and learn from their enduring wisdom. By actively engaging with local
indigenous communities, we foster cultural exchange and promote a more
inclusive understanding of the Carolinas' past and present.

An Invitation to Rediscover

Rediscovering the Carolinas along the route of John Lawson's 1700 expedition is
an invitation to explore and appreciate the wonders of this diverse and captivating
region. It allows us to reconnect with nature, unravel historical narratives, and
celebrate the cultural mosaic that shaped these lands.

By following Lawson's trail, we come face to face with the untamed wilderness he
encountered, teaching us valuable lessons about perseverance, adaptability, and
humility. We are reminded of the need to protect and conserve our natural world
and to recognize the contributions of those who came before us.

So, let us embark on this journey of rediscovery, immersing ourselves in the
breathtaking beauty of the Carolinas and uncovering the treasures that lie within
its landscapes and stories. Together, we can celebrate and preserve this
remarkable region for generations to come.
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In 1700, a young man named John Lawson left London and landed in Charleston,
South Carolina, hoping to make a name for himself. For reasons unknown, he
soon undertook a two-month journey through the still-mysterious Carolina
backcountry. His travels yielded A New Voyage to Carolina in 1709, one of the
most significant early American travel narratives, rich with observations about the
region's environment and Indigenous people. Lawson later helped found North
Carolina's first two cities, Bath and New Bern; became the colonial surveyor
general; contributed specimens to what is now the British Museum; and was
killed as the first casualty of the Tuscarora War. Yet despite his great
contributions and remarkable history, Lawson is little remembered, even in the
Carolinas he documented.

In 2014, Scott Huler made a surprising decision: to leave home and family for his
own journey by foot and canoe, faithfully retracing Lawson's route through the
Carolinas. This is the chronicle of that unlikely voyage, revealing what it's like to
rediscover your own home. Combining a traveler's curiosity, a naturalist's keen
observation, and a writer's wit, Huler draws our attention to people and places we
might pass regularly but never really see. What he finds are surprising parallels
between Lawson's time and our own, with the locals and their world poised along
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a knife-edge of change between a past they can't forget and a future they can't
quite envision.
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