
RICHARD FOREMAN: An American Partly In
Paris

The Journey of Richard Foreman

Richard Foreman, an accomplished American playwright, director, and designer,
has embarked on a thrilling artistic adventure in the enchanting city of Paris. His
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captivating works have earned him international acclaim, and his contribution to
the realm of performing arts is nothing short of extraordinary.

Discovering the Artistic Calling

Foreman's love for the performing arts blossomed at an early age. Growing up in
a small town in the heartland of America, he found solace in the local community
theater. The raw emotions conveyed on stage sparked a fire within him, igniting a
lifelong passion.
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As Foreman honed his skills in theater and design, it became evident that he
possessed a unique artistic vision. His works challenged conventional norms,
pushing boundaries and exploring the human experience in unconventional ways.

American Success and Beyond

Foreman's talent did not go unnoticed, gaining recognition throughout the United
States for his avant-garde productions. The New York theater scene embraced
his genius, providing a platform for his visionary performances. Critics praised his
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ability to create thought-provoking, immersive experiences that left audiences in
awe.

However, the allure of Paris, often referred to as the global capital of art and
culture, beckoned Foreman. He yearned for the opportunity to explore new
artistic landscapes, to immerse himself in the rich history and vibrant atmosphere
that the City of Light had to offer.

A New Chapter in Paris

Richard Foreman made the decision to relocate to Paris, embarking on a new
chapter in his artistic journey. The city's bohemian charm and diverse creative
community provided the ideal environment for him to push his boundaries further.

In Paris, Foreman found inspiration in the romanticism of the city, captivating the
essence of Parisian culture within his works. His performances evoked powerful
emotions, effortlessly blending the traditional with the contemporary, leaving
audiences captivated and moved.

The Legacy of Richard Foreman

Richard Foreman's impact on the artistic world cannot be understated. His
innovative approach to theater and design has revolutionized the industry,
inspiring countless aspiring artists to embrace their unique visions and fearlessly
challenge artistic norms.

Not only has he left an indelible mark on American theater, but his foray into the
Parisian scene has also enriched the cultural landscape of the city, fostering a
stronger appreciation for experimental art forms.

As Richard Foreman continues to captivate audiences with his mesmerizing
performances, he remains an American partly in Paris, blending the best of two



artistic worlds into an extraordinary tapestry of creativity.

Join the Journey

Experience the magic of Richard Foreman's artistry by attending one of his
upcoming performances in Paris. Immerse yourself in a world where imagination
knows no boundaries, where innovation and emotion blend seamlessly, and
where the essence of Paris flows through every artistic expression.
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Richard Foreman has been writing, directing and designing avant-garde theatre
in New York since he first founded his Ontological-Hysteric company there in
1968. In all that time, few directors have taken up the challenge of staging his
problematic, rewarding texts, and Foreman's work remains under-explored by
other practitioners.

Richard Foreman: An American (Partly) in Paris argues that Foreman can
productively be viewed as a (partly) European artist, whose thinking and theatre-
making have been radically shaped by contact with Europe. Through a detailed
account of his European productions, interviews with Foreman himself, a set of
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practical strategies for staging the plays and the full text of Foreman's previously
unpublished play Georges Bataille’s Bathrobe (1983),Neal Swettenham
introduces the director’s work to a new generation of readers and theatre-makers.
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