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Maritime delimitation is one of the most crucial aspects of international law. It
deals with the delineation and allocation of maritime boundaries between states,
ensuring clarity and certainty in the use and ownership of shared water
resources. The law of maritime delimitation combines elements of predictability
and flexibility, striking a delicate balance between stability and adaptation.

Predictability in Maritime Delimitation

Predictability is a fundamental principle in the law of maritime delimitation. It aims
to provide states with a clear understanding of their maritime boundaries,
avoiding potential conflicts and fostering peaceful relations. Predictability is
achieved through the application of established legal principles and precedents,
ensuring consistent outcomes in similar cases.

One of the main sources of predictability is the United Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). UNCLOS sets out a comprehensive legal framework
for the delimitation of maritime boundaries, providing guidelines and criteria for
decision-making. It establishes the concept of the exclusive economic zone (EEZ)
and the continental shelf, defining the rights and responsibilities of coastal states
in relation to these zones.
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The International Court of Justice (ICJ) plays a crucial role in ensuring
predictability in maritime delimitation. When states are unable to reach a mutual
agreement on their maritime boundaries, they can turn to the ICJ for resolution.
The ICJ applies established legal principles and precedents, considering factors
such as geographical proximity, equitable principles, and the natural prolongation
of land territories.

By relying on predictable legal principles and institutions, states can anticipate the
outcomes of maritime delimitation disputes. This clarity helps them establish their
rights and obligations, facilitating cooperation and the peaceful management of
shared water resources.

Flexibility in Maritime Delimitation

While predictability is essential, the law of maritime delimitation also recognizes
the need for flexibility. Flexibility allows for adaptations to evolving circumstances
and changing geopolitical dynamics. It ensures that the law remains relevant and
effective in addressing new challenges in maritime boundary disputes.
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Flexibility is particularly significant considering that maritime borders are subject
to various factors such as natural changes in coastlines, shifting political
boundaries, and the emergence of new technologies for resource exploitation.
These factors may require adjustments to existing maritime boundaries to ensure
fairness and equitable distribution of resources.

The concept of equitable principles contributes to the flexibility of maritime
delimitation. It recognizes that strict application of legal norms may not always
result in fair outcomes. Equitable principles allow for the consideration of specific
circumstances and the interests of all parties involved. They enable the law to
adapt to unique situations, promoting equity and justice in the resolution of
maritime boundary disputes.

The International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS) plays a crucial role in
promoting flexibility in maritime delimitation. ITLOS has the jurisdiction to hear
and decide disputes concerning the interpretation and application of UNCLOS. Its
decisions contribute to the development of the law and its adaptation to changing
circumstances, enhancing its effectiveness and relevance.

The Importance of Striking a Balance

Predictability and flexibility are not mutually exclusive in the law of maritime
delimitation. They complement each other and operate within the confines of
international law to ensure fair and just outcomes. Striking a balance between
these two principles is crucial for the effectiveness and stability of maritime
boundary determinations.

Excessive predictability may lead to rigidity and disregard for changing
circumstances. Conversely, excessive flexibility may result in uncertainty and



inconsistency. Therefore, a balanced approach that combines predictable legal
principles with the flexibility to adapt to unique circumstances is essential.

The law of maritime delimitation is a dynamic field that continues to evolve with
each dispute. It responds to emerging challenges and reflects the changing
geopolitical landscape. By embracing both predictability and flexibility, the law of
maritime delimitation can maintain its relevance and effectively address the
complexities of allocating maritime boundaries.

Predictability and flexibility are fundamental pillars of the law of maritime
delimitation. While predictability ensures clarity and stability, flexibility allows for
adaptations to changing circumstances. Striking a balance between these two
principles is crucial for fair and just outcomes in maritime boundary
determinations. The law of maritime delimitation, guided by international
conventions and institutions, continues to develop and evolve, ensuring the
peaceful management of shared water resources and fostering cooperation
between states.
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This fully revised new edition offers a comprehensive picture of the law of
maritime delimitation, incorporating all new cases and State practice in this field.
As with all types of law, the law of maritime delimitation should possess a degree
of predictability. On the other hand, as maritime delimitation cases differ, flexible
considerations of geographical and non-geographical factors are also required in
order to achieve equitable results. How, then, is it possible to ensure predictability
while taking into account a number of diverse factors in order to achieve an
equitable result? This is the question at the heart of the law of maritime
delimitation. This book explores a well-balanced legal framework that reconciles
predictability and flexibility in the law of maritime delimitation by looking at three
aspects of the question: first it reviews the evolution of the law of maritime
delimitation; second, it undertakes a comparative study of the case law and State
practice; and third, it critically assesses the law of maritime delimitation in its
current form.
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