
Pius XII: The Hound of Hitler
World War II was a dark period in human history, one marked by numerous
atrocities committed by the Nazi regime. Among the controversial figures
associated with this time is Pope Pius XII, who is often referred to as "The Hound
of Hitler" due to his perceived collaboration with the Nazi regime. The actions and
inactions of Pius XII during this tumultuous period have sparked heated debates,
making him one of the most disputed popes in history.

The Early Years of Eugenio Pacelli

Born on March 2, 1876, Eugenio Pacelli would eventually become Pope Pius XII
in 1939. His early life was marked by a deep devotion to his faith, leading him to
pursue a career in the clergy. Throughout his ecclesiastical journey, he exhibited
intelligence and diplomatic skills that would later shape his controversial role
during World War II.

Pius XII: A Neutral Pontiff?

The papacy of Pius XII coincided with the rise and fall of Adolf Hitler's Third
Reich. While some argue that the Pope was a neutral figure during this time,
critics assert that his neutrality was nothing more than a facade. Pius XII's alleged
collaboration with Nazi Germany has fueled speculations concerning his true
intentions and actions throughout the war.
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The Allies' Condemnation

Following the end of World War II, the Allies accused Pius XII of remaining silent
in the face of Hitler's heinous acts, including the Holocaust. Many believe that the
Pope failed to use his influential position to condemn the Nazi regime forcefully.
Instead, he is accused of maintaining a neutral stance, ultimately turning a blind
eye to the suffering of millions.

Defending Pius XII

Despite the accusations, there are those who vehemently defend Pius XII,
arguing that his supposed neutrality was actually part of a calculated strategy to
save lives. Supporters contend that the Pope worked discreetly behind the
scenes, using diplomatic channels to help Jewish individuals and aid resistance
movements against the Nazis.

Declassified Documents and Ongoing Debate

The ongoing debate surrounding Pius XII received a jolt when previously
classified Vatican documents were declassified, shedding new light on the Pope's
actions during World War II. These documents have fueled fresh debates among
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historians and theologians, leading to a reevaluation of Pius XII's legacy and his
alleged collaboration with Hitler.

The Legacy of Pius XII

Pius XII's controversial tenure as Pope has left a lasting impact on the Catholic
Church and the wider world. His perceived collaboration with the Nazi regime has
painted him as one of the most questioned figures in Church history. However, as
more information comes to light, the full extent of Pius XII's involvement during
World War II remains a subject of intense scrutiny and debate.

The Importance of Remembering History

The case of Pius XII serves as a crucial reminder of the complexities of history
and the dangers of oversimplification. While some may be quick to condemn or
defend the actions of individuals, it is important to consider the historical and
cultural context in which they operated. The ongoing debate surrounding Pius XII
stands as a testament to the need for thorough research, critical thinking, and
respectful discourse when discussing sensitive topics.

Resolving the Controversy

Until all the pieces of this intricate puzzle are unearthed and thoroughly
examined, the true nature of Pius XII's involvement with Nazi Germany will
remain shrouded in uncertainty. However, the ongoing discussions and
reevaluation of historical records encourage a more nuanced understanding of
this complex figure and the period in which he lived.

Pope Pius XII will forever be associated with the controversies and debates
surrounding his actions during World War II. Whether he deserves the title of
"The Hound of Hitler" or not, this discussion encapsulates the intricacies of



history and the difficult choices individuals face in times of immense suffering and
moral crises.
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A thoughtful and provocative biography of the controversial Pope who led the
Catholic Church during World War II

There is a claim that Hitler's rise to power was left unchallenged by the inaction of
Pope Pius XII. In contrast, Gerard Noel's Pius XII: The Hound of Hitler is a highly
original study of the exercise of political and religious power, of realpolitik and the
extent to which politics is always the art of the possible.

This book also offers an intimate portrait of a man at the pinnacle of the Catholic
church. Noel contends that Pius XII was mother-fixated and dominated by a
German nun, Sister Pasqualina, who became the real power behind the throne
and who was ultimately more liberal and anti-Nazi than the Pope himself. Indeed,
he says, it was Pasqualina who did most to shelter the Jewish population of
Rome. As time advanced, Pius XII became more and more aloof and rigid in his
views. By 1950 he promulgated the Doctrine of The Assumption, the ultimate
expression of autocratic power, as infallible.
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Today there is a movement to canonize Pius XII which is predictably resisted by
many influential people, and for this reason alone Pius XII continues to command
much attention, debate, and controversy. Pius XII: The Hound of Hitler is neither
a demolition job nor a piece of hagiography, as Gerard Noel explores the fatal
effect of the Vatican's concord with Hitler and Pius XII's failure to condemn Hitler's
attempt to exterminate the Jews.
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