Peek Inside The Gates Of Middleburg Virginia:
A Charming Town Steeped in History and
Natural Beauty

Welcome to Middleburg, Virginia, a hidden gem nestled amidst the rolling hills

and lush countryside of Loudoun County. This quaint town, located just an hour's
drive from the bustling city of Washington, D.C., is renowned for its rich history,

equestrian tradition, and charming ambiance.

A Gateway to the Past

As you step through the gates of Middleburg, you are transported back in time to
a bygone era. The town's well-preserved colonial architecture and centuries-old

estates showcase its deep roots and historical significance. Middleburg prides
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itself on maintaining its old-world charm while welcoming modern elements that

enhance the town's appeal.
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Stroll along the brick sidewalks, admire the lovingly restored historic buildings,
and imagine the stories they could tell. From the iconic Red Fox Inn, established
in 1728 and once frequented by George Washington himself, to the charming
Pink Box Boutique, where you can find unique treasures and local art, Middleburg

offers a delightful blend of history and contemporary allure.

Equestrian Excellence

Known as the "Nation's Horse and Hunt Capital," Middleburg boasts a strong
equestrian tradition that attracts riders, trainers, and horse enthusiasts from
around the world. The town's picturesque landscapes provide the perfect

backdrop for horseback riding, foxhunting, and polo matches.
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Take a leisurely ride through the countryside, immersing yourself in the raw

natural beauty that surrounds you. Glimpse riders gracefully leaping over fences
during a thrilling foxhunt, or witness the skill and precision of polo players as they
compete in exhilarating matches. Middleburg offers a truly immersive experience

into the world of horses and equestrian sports.

A Taste of Middleburg

Indulge your senses with the culinary delights that Middleburg has to offer. From
charming cafes and local bistros to upscale restaurants, the town's dining scene
is sure to please even the most discerning palates. Savor farm-to-table dishes
crafted from locally sourced ingredients, accompanied by the finest Virginia

wines.
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After a delightful meal, take a leisurely stroll through the boutique shops that line

the streets. Discover handmade chocolates, artisanal cheeses, and an array of
unique gifts that celebrate both local and international craftsmanship. Middleburg

is a haven for food lovers and shopaholics alike.

Escape to Nature

Surrounded by picturesque landscapes and boundless opportunities for outdoor
activities, Middleburg is the perfect destination for nature enthusiasts. Explore the
beautiful countryside through hiking trails, enjoy a peaceful picnic by a sparkling

stream, or cast a line into one of the nearby fishing spots.
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For those seeking serenity and relaxation, visit one of the many local vineyards

and wineries, where you can savor world-class wines while overlooking rolling
vineyards and stunning vistas. Middleburg offers a tranquil escape from the

hustle and bustle of everyday life.

A Community United

What truly sets Middleburg apart is its warm and tight-knit community. The
residents take pride in their town and actively participate in events and festivals
that celebrate its unique heritage. From the annual Christmas parade, where
locals and visitors gather to witness beautifully decorated floats and a visit from
Santa Claus himself, to the Middleburg Film Festival showcasing a curated
selection of independent films, there is always something exciting happening in
Middleburg.
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Whether you are an art enthusiast, history buff, outdoor adventurer, or simply
looking for a peaceful retreat, Middleburg will captivate you with its timeless
charm, natural beauty, and friendly atmosphere. Peek inside the gates of
Middleburg Virginia, and you will discover a hidden paradise waiting to be

explored.
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To the passerby, Middleburg, Virginia looks like just another pretty country town,
with rolling fields and a quaint downtown. But writer Vicky Moon, shows that this
village just 50 miles west of Washington, D.C., is not your ordinary country hamlet
in THE MIDDLEBURG MYSTIQUE: A Peek Inside the Gates of Middleburg,

Virginia.

“The town has always included a cast of local characters, “ Moon says. “And as

one resident aptly notes, ‘We have one of everything here.” That everything
includes politicians (the Kennedys, Harrimans),Hollywood celebrities (actors
Robert Duvall, Elizabeth Taylor),philanthropists (Paul Mellon, the Firestones),as
well as a cast of local residents that once prompted a visitor to ask, “What is it

about you people out there in Middleburg? Is there something in the well water?”

THE MIDDLEBURG MYSTIQUE is an inside look at the people, places, and
mystique that surround this horse-crazy Virginia village. “I often tell people that |
have my finger on the pulse of Middleburg,” Moon says. “From my second floor
office on West Washington Street, | can see the brick post office out my front
window. The post office is the heartbeat of this village. It’s here that the news of

the day—good news and bad — some of it true and the rest vaguely true—
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originates. There are 1,856 mailboxes. The zip code 20118 is so highly sought

after, that there is a waiting list of 20-60 names at any given time.”

THE MIDDLEBURG MYSTIQUE reveals why “20118” is such a desirable zip
code. Through the years, there have been scandalous stories of divorce, such as
when actor Robert Duvall’s wife ran off with the “hunky” pool man; and murders
among the rich, like when arms heiress Susan Cummings shot her Argentinean

polo-playing lover.

Moon also tells stories of other less notorious, but still fascinating residents, such
as 77-year-old Anna Beavers, who has spent her life collecting clothing for poor
children, namely the employees of wealthy farm owners. There’s the freelance
bartender who drinks his own mistakes—and often needs a ride home. And the
party hostess who refused to call the rescue squad when her bartender died just
as the guests were arriving—the poor soul couldn't be helped anyway, so why
ruin the festivities? The same woman taught her 13-year-old grandson how to
make a perfect Whiskey Sour on the theory that it was a necessary part of his

liberal arts education, along with art appreciation and opera.

Moon’s book is not just a collection of stories about the wealthy and their quirks,
though. Scattered throughout are recipes for dishes served at traditional
Middleburg events, such as the annual Hunt Breakfast (usually held at 2 PM). In
these pages you learn how to tailgate Middleburg style—as well as make TV
weatherman Willard Scott’s famous Strawberry Pie, and the ham biscuits served
at Elizabeth Taylor’s wedding to Senator John Warner. Another chapter is
devoted entirely to the gardens of Middleburg—and the four garden clubs that
serve the area. And no description of Middleburg would be complete with some
attention to the most important events in this horse-obsessed town: the fox hunts

and steeplechase races.
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