
Paddling The John Wesley Powell Route - A
Thrilling Adventure!
Are you ready to embark on an unforgettable journey through some of America's
most breathtaking landscapes? Strap on your life jacket, grab your paddle, and
get ready to explore the iconic John Wesley Powell Route, a thrilling adventure
that will leave you in awe of the natural wonders of the American West.

Discovering the Legend of John Wesley Powell

Before we delve into the excitement of paddling this historic route, let's take a
moment to learn about the man who paved the way for our incredible expedition.

John Wesley Powell was a distinguished American explorer and geologist who
led the first successful expedition down the Colorado River through the Grand
Canyon in 1869. His courageous journey captivated the nation and left an
indelible mark on the exploration of the American West.
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The Route - An Unforgettable Adventure

The John Wesley Powell Route spans over 1,000 miles and takes intrepid
adventurers through some of the most magnificent landscapes the Western
United States has to offer.

To truly experience the thrill of this adventure, we recommend starting your
journey at Green River, Wyoming. From here, you'll paddle down the Green
River, which merges with the Colorado River near the town of Moab, Utah.

As you make your way downstream, you'll encounter a myriad of stunning natural
wonders, including towering red cliffs, deep canyons, bubbling hot springs, and
breathtaking waterfalls. The sheer beauty of the surroundings will leave you in
awe, as you paddle through tranquil stretches of water and navigate exciting
rapids.

Preparing for the Journey

Paddling the John Wesley Powell Route requires careful planning and
preparation. Here are some essential tips to ensure a safe and enjoyable
adventure:

1. Gather the Right Equipment

Invest in a sturdy kayak or canoe, along with essential paddling gear such as life
jackets, paddles, dry bags, and a repair kit. It's also essential to have a
waterproof map or GPS device to navigate the route.

2. Check the Weather and River Conditions

Prior to your trip, monitor weather forecasts and river conditions. High water
levels or severe weather can make paddling dangerous, so it's important to stay
informed and adjust your plans accordingly.



3. Arrange Shuttle Services

The John Wesley Powell Route is a one-way journey, so it's crucial to arrange
shuttle services to transport you and your equipment from the end point back to
your starting location.

4. Pack Sufficient Supplies

Ensure you have enough food, water, and camping supplies to sustain you
throughout the duration of your trip. It's also essential to pack a first aid kit and
any necessary medications.

The Rewards of the Journey

Paddling the John Wesley Powell Route is not only about the thrilling adventure
and magnificent landscapes. It offers so much more:

1. Immersion in Nature

Disconnect from the chaos of modern life and immerse yourself in the tranquility
of nature. The route takes you through untouched wilderness, providing a unique
opportunity to observe wildlife in their natural habitats.

2. Historical Significance

By following in the footsteps of John Wesley Powell, you are participating in an
adventure that has shaped the history of America. Take a moment to reflect on
the bravery and resilience of those who came before you.

3. Personal Growth

Paddling the John Wesley Powell Route pushes you out of your comfort zone and
challenges you both physically and mentally. It's an opportunity for personal



growth and self-discovery as you navigate through the twists and turns of the
mighty rivers.

The Call of Adventure

As we conclude our journey exploring the exhilarating John Wesley Powell Route,
one thing is clear - this is an adventure that should not be missed. The thrill of
paddling through majestic canyons, the serenity of pristine landscapes, and the
resilience it instills in those who take on the challenge make it an experience of a
lifetime.

So, are you ready to answer the call of adventure? Pack your gear, gather your
courage, and set out on the John Wesley Powell Route, where excitement,
beauty, and unforgettable memories await!
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On May 24, 1869, John Wesley Powell and nine crewmen in four wooden
rowboats set off down the Green River to map the final blank spot on the
American map. Three months later, six ragged men in only two boats emerged
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from the Grand Canyon. And what happened along the rugged 1,000 river miles
in between quickly became the stuff of legend.

Today, the JWP route offers some of the most adventurous paddling in the United
States. Across six southwestern states, paddlers will find a surprising variety of
trips. Enjoy flatwater floats through Canyonlands and the Uinta Basin; whitewater
kayaking or rafting in Dinosaur National Monument and Cataract Canyon;
afternoon paddleboarding on Flaming Gorge Reservoir and Lake Powell; multiday
expeditions through Desolation Canyon and the Grand Canyon; and much more,
including remarkable hikes and excursions to ancestral ruins, historic sites,
museums, and waterfalls.

Paddling the John Wesley Powell Route is a narrated guide that combines a
multi-chapter retelling of the dramatic 1869 expedition with stunning landscape
photography, modern discoveries along the route, overview maps, and
information about permits, shuttles, access points, rental equipment, guided trips,
and further readings. Come celebrate the dramatic 1869 expedition by exploring
the route and learning the story.
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