
Old Fashioned Redwork And Penny Square
Embroidery

Embroidery has a long and rich history, with various techniques developed over
centuries. One such technique is Old Fashioned Redwork and Penny Square
Embroidery. These traditional styles of embroidery were immensely popular
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during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. They are characterized by their
simplicity and charm, making them a timeless choice for crafters today.

The Origins of Old Fashioned Redwork

Old Fashioned Redwork originated in Europe, particularly in Germany and
England, during the 18th century. The technique gained popularity due to its
simplicity and affordability. Redwork is often executed using a simple stitch called
the outline stitch, where the needle follows the design's outline. The thread used
is typically a shade of red, hence the name Redwork. However, other
monochromatic colors like blue or black were also used occasionally.
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This style of embroidery gained prominence in America during the late 19th and
early 20th centuries. Redwork became especially popular for creating home
decor items, quilt blocks, and even children's clothing. The designs often depicted
various themes such as animals, flowers, and intricate patterns.

Discovering Penny Square Embroidery

Penny Square Embroidery is another traditional style that emerged during the
same period. Its name comes from the use of small squares, often the size of a
penny, to create intricate designs. Crafters would carefully place these squares
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on a fabric and stitch around their edges, creating a beautiful mosaic effect.
Initially, these squares were made from fabric scraps or, as the name suggests,
actual pennies. However, over time, specially designed fabric cutouts replaced
the need for coins.

Penny Square Embroidery gained immense popularity due to its versatility and
visual appeal. The small squares allowed crafters to create intricate geometric
designs and floral motifs. It was often used for embellishing clothing, decorative
linens, and accessories.

Reviving Old Fashioned Redwork and Penny Square Embroidery

While these embroidery techniques lost favor for some time during the mid-20th
century, they have experienced a resurgence in recent years. As crafters
continually seek unique and nostalgic forms of expression, Old Fashioned
Redwork and Penny Square Embroidery have once again captured their
attention.

The simplicity and charm of these techniques have helped them remain relevant
even in the modern era. Many crafters have adapted and combined elements of
Redwork and Penny Square Embroidery to create stunning and original designs
that fit contemporary aesthetics.

Online communities and social media platforms have played a vital role in
reviving these traditional embroidery styles. Enthusiasts share their creations,
patterns, and techniques with a global audience. This exchange of ideas has
allowed for a cross-pollination of creativity, resulting in countless beautiful and
varied redwork and penny square embroidery pieces.

Getting Started with Old Fashioned Redwork and Penny Square
Embroidery



If you're intrigued by the beauty and simplicity of Old Fashioned Redwork and
Penny Square Embroidery, here are a few tips to help you get started:

Invest in quality embroidery needles and threads to ensure your stitches are
durable and long-lasting.

Choose fabrics with a tight weave, such as cotton or linen, to provide a
stable surface for your embroidery.

Practice the basic outline stitch before attempting more complex designs.
This will help you develop a steady hand and even stitches.

Explore different patterns and motifs. Traditional redwork designs often
feature animals, floral patterns, and geometric shapes.

Consider mixing redwork and penny square embroidery techniques to create
unique and visually interesting pieces.

The Timeless Appeal of Old Fashioned Redwork and Penny Square
Embroidery

Old Fashioned Redwork and Penny Square Embroidery continue to captivate
embroidery enthusiasts around the world. The combination of simplicity, charm,
and nostalgia makes these techniques perennial favorites. Whether you're a
seasoned embroiderer or a beginner, exploring these traditional styles can bring a
sense of joy and fulfillment to your craft.
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Outline patterns for embroidery with illustrations of historic designs and
instructions for making a 73 x 81 Redwork coverlet of 56 squares. more than 70
patterns are included.
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