
New Brunswick and the War of 1812:
Unveiling its Military Heritage
Canada's history is rich with tales of bravery, encounters, and conflicts that have
shaped the country into what it is today. Among these significant events is the
War of 1812, a pivotal moment in the country's history that established its identity
and showcased the resilience of its people.

to the War of 1812

The War of 1812, fought between the United States and Great Britain, had a
profound impact on Canada, then primarily made up of several British colonies.
The war was driven by various factors, including the British impressment of
American sailors, trade restrictions, and territorial disputes.

New Brunswick, located on the eastern coast of Canada, played a crucial role
during this conflict as it was strategically positioned between the powerful United
States and British territories in Canada. Its military heritage comes to life through
its involvement in the events that unfolded during the War of 1812.
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New Brunswick's Strategic Role

New Brunswick's geographical position made it a significant player during the
War of 1812. The province served as a crucial supply route for the British forces
stationed in Canada, allowing them to maintain their positions and defend against
American offensives.

The St. John River, flowing through New Brunswick, became a vital transportation
route for military supplies and reinforcements. The British utilized this waterway to
secure their position, build fortresses, and ensure their continued presence in the
region.

The Defenses and Fortifications of New Brunswick

To safeguard its territories, New Brunswick had a series of forts and defenses in
place throughout the war. These structures played a vital role in protecting British
forces and deterring American advances.

Fort Howe, located in present-day Saint John, was one of the primary fortresses
defending New Brunswick against American attacks. Its strategic location atop a
hill provided an ideal vantage point to monitor enemy movements and unleash
artillery strikes when necessary.

Another notable fort was Fort George in Fredericton, the capital city of New
Brunswick. It acted as a crucial defense post, protecting the heart of the province
from potential invasions. The fort's presence served as a symbol of British
presence and control in the region.

New Brunswick Regiments and Militia
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During the war, New Brunswick raised several regiments and mobilized its militia
to support the British efforts. These troops played a vital role in defending the
province and participating in various battles.

The 104th Regiment of Foot, better known as the New Brunswick Regiment, was
one of the key military units raised in the province. It was instrumental in repelling
American invasions and participated in battles such as the Siege of St. Andrews
and the Battle of Lacolle Mills.

The New Brunswick Militia also played a critical role in the defense of the
province. Comprised of local volunteers, the militia worked alongside regular
troops and defended their homeland against American forces.

Legacy and Commemoration

The military heritage of New Brunswick during the War of 1812 continues to be
celebrated and commemorated. The province takes pride in its contributions to
the defense of Canada and the preservation of British North America.

Various historical sites and monuments throughout New Brunswick remind
visitors of the province's military past. These landmarks, such as Fort Howe and
Fort George, stand as testaments to the brave soldiers who defended their land.

Furthermore, annual reenactments and events are held to honor the sacrifices
made during the war. These gatherings allow visitors to step back in time and
witness the struggles faced by those who fought for the region's freedom.

The War of 1812 may have taken place over two centuries ago, but its impact on
New Brunswick is still evident today. Through its strategic position, defenses,
dedicated regiments, and militia, the province played a significant role in the
outcome of the war.



New Brunswick's military heritage during this time deserves recognition and
praise. Exploring the historical sites and understanding the sacrifices made by its
inhabitants during the War of 1812 allows us to appreciate the province's rich
past and the resilience of its people.
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When most people think of the War of 1812, they think of the Niagara frontier, the
British burning of the White House, the harrowing tale of Laura Secord, and the
much-ballyhooed Battle of New Orleans. But there was more of British North
America involved in the war than Upper and Lower Canada. With Great Britain
locked in battle with Napoleon's France, the United States pounced on the
chance to declare war on Britain. In New Brunswick, the threat of invasion was a
very real possibility. Fearing for their lives, families, and property, the people and
their legislative assembly adopted every possible measure to make New
Brunswick ready for war. However, an officially undeclared state of neutrality was
established along the Maine border, and the threat faded. Supporting the British
army in its efforts in Upper and Lower Canada and the navy in its operations
along the Atlantic coast led to major growth in the province's war economy.
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As the war moved into its final year and Napoleon's empire fell in Europe, Britain
became much more aggressive in its North American campaign. Buoyed by this,
the New Brunswick government decided to press its claims to the unresolved
international border with Maine. The British military thus occupied the Penobscot
River Valley, and northern Maine was declared part of New Brunswick. By the end
of the war, and the signing of the Treaty of Ghent, the unresolved border
remained unresolved.

The economic, political, geographical, and societal results of the War of 1812
continue to be felt in New Brunswick. The war strengthened the colony's ties to
Britain, built up its economy, and led to the growth of major cities, especially with
the settlement of retiring soldiers. Shipbuilding and supplying the British troops
had led to growing profits for farmers, fishermen, merchants, and labourers.
Although it would be decades later before the boundary issue was officially
settled, there were areas still in dispute. Unlike its Upper and Lower Canadian
cousins, the war in New Brunswick may not have involved the burning and
pillaging of towns and villages, but its effects were nonetheless important and far-
reaching.

A Neighbourly War is volume 19 in the New Brunswick Military Heritage Series.
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