
Nationalism, Modernity, and Its Discontents:
Teaching Culture
Do you want to delve into the complex relationship between nationalism and
modernity? Are you interested in understanding the discontents that arise in
teaching culture? In this article, we will explore these topics and delve into the
intriguing ways in which nationalism and modernity intersect, while also
examining the challenges educators face in teaching culture. Prepare to embark
on a journey towards a deeper understanding of these crucial areas.

The Intersection of Nationalism and Modernity

Nationalism and modernity are two intertwined concepts that have shaped
societies across the globe. Nationalism refers to a sense of belonging and loyalty
to one's nation, emphasizing the collective identity, culture, and values shared by
its citizens. On the other hand, modernity represents the progressive
development of societies through the adoption of new ideas, technologies, and
social structures.

The interplay between nationalism and modernity is a complex one. While
modernity has often fueled the rise of nationalism by promoting a sense of
national identity, it has also challenged traditional notions of identity and
belonging. Modern ideas such as individualism, globalization, and
multiculturalism have created tensions that continue to influence societies today.
These tensions give rise to the discontents and challenges in teaching culture.
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Teaching Culture: A Balancing Act

Culture plays a crucial role in shaping people's identities, values, and
perspectives. As educators, teaching culture becomes a delicate balancing act as
we navigate the complexities of nationalism and modernity. It is essential to find
ways to promote a nuanced understanding of different cultures while
acknowledging the discontents that arise in teaching them.

One approach in teaching culture is to emphasize the fluid and dynamic nature of
cultural identity, challenging the notion that it is fixed or static. By highlighting the
diversity within cultures and promoting intercultural dialogue, educators can
encourage students to critically analyze and question their own cultural
assumptions. This approach recognizes the impact of modernity on cultural
identities and allows for a more nuanced understanding of nationalism.

The Predicament of Cultural Authenticity in the Modern World

In a world increasingly influenced by globalization, the notion of cultural
authenticity becomes problematic. Global flows of information, goods, and people
challenge the idea of a pure and static national culture. The discontents arise
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when individuals feel that their cultural identity is diluted or commoditized by
these global forces.

Teaching culture in this context requires educators to address the tensions
between preserving cultural authenticity and acknowledging the inevitability of
cultural hybridity. By engaging students in discussions about cultural adaptation,
negotiation, and resistance, we can help them navigate their own cultural
experiences and understand the complexities of nationalism and modernity.

Strategies for Teaching Culture in a Multicultural Classroom

The classroom is a microcosm of diverse cultures, making it an ideal setting for
exploring nationalism and modernity. Here are some strategies educators can
employ to teach culture effectively:

1. Foster an inclusive and respectful environment:

Create a safe space for students to express their cultural identities without
judgment. Encourage mutual respect and understanding among students from
different cultural backgrounds.

2. Incorporate diverse perspectives:

Include a variety of cultural materials, such as literature, films, and artwork, to
expose students to different worldviews and highlight the diversity within cultures.

3. Encourage critical thinking:

Promote critical analysis of cultural stereotypes, biases, and assumptions.
Encourage students to question the underlying narratives that shape their
understanding of nationalism and modernity.

4. Facilitate intercultural dialogue:



Organize activities and discussions that allow students to share their cultural
experiences and learn from one another. Encourage open-mindedness and
empathy towards different perspectives.

Teaching culture in the context of nationalism and modernity requires a
multidimensional approach that acknowledges the discontents and complexities
involved. By promoting a critical understanding of cultural identities and
encouraging intercultural dialogue, educators can help students navigate the
challenges and embrace the diversity that arises from these intersections. As we
continue to explore the relationship between nationalism, modernity, and teaching
culture, may we foster a more inclusive and empathetic society that celebrates
the richness of human experiences.
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The Maya of the Yucatán have long been drawn into the Mexican state's attempt
to create modern Mexican citizens (mestizos). At the same time, they have
contended with globalization pressures, first with hemp production and more
recently with increased tourism and the fast-growing influence of American-based
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evangelical Protestantism. Despite these pressures to turn Maya into mestizo, the
citizens of the small town of Maxcanú have used subtle forms of resistance—
humor, satire, and language—to maintain aspects of their traditional identity.

Loewe offers a contemporary look at a Maya community caught between tradition
and modernity. He skilfully weaves the history of Mexico and this particular
community into the analysis, offering a unique understanding of how one local
community has faced the onslaught of modernization.
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