
Memories Of Missionary Life In Bolivia South
America Through The Eyes Of An MK

Living as a missionary kid (MK) in a foreign country can be both challenging and
rewarding. Imagine growing up in a vibrant culture, surrounded by the beauty of
the Andes Mountains, and experiencing the joy of sharing the gospel with
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indigenous communities. This article takes you on a journey through my
memories of missionary life in Bolivia, South America.

Arriving in Bolivia

As a five-year-old, stepping off the plane in Bolivia for the first time was like
entering a whole new world. The sights, sounds, and smells were overwhelming
but filled with an air of excitement. The bustling city streets, lined with colorful
houses and local markets, immediately captured my attention.
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My parents, devoted missionaries, had chosen Bolivia as their mission field due
to its rich cultural heritage and the need for Christian missionaries to share the
love of Christ. They dedicated their lives to bringing hope and spiritual guidance
to an impoverished community.

Adapting to a New Environment
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Adapting to life in Bolivia was an adventure in itself. We had to learn the local
language, Quechua, in order to connect with the indigenous people. The Andean
culture fascinated me, with its vibrant textiles, traditional music, and unique
culinary delights.

Our family lived in a small village in the rural mountains of Bolivia, where we built
connections with locals and immersed ourselves in their way of life. We helped
with agricultural activities, participated in community celebrations, and built
relationships that would last a lifetime.

The Challenges and Rewards

Living in an unfamiliar environment presented numerous challenges. The lack of
basic amenities, such as running water and electricity, was a constant reminder of
the privilege I had taken for granted back home. However, these challenges were
balanced by the rewards of seeing lives transformed by the message of hope and
salvation.

I witnessed firsthand the impact of our missionary work in Bolivia. People who
were once lost and hopeless found solace in the teachings of the Bible. Families
were strengthened, communities were united, and hope was restored in the eyes
of those who had long forgotten what it felt like.

Exploring Bolivia's Beauty

Bolivia's natural beauty is unparalleled. Growing up, we had the privilege of
exploring the diverse landscapes that this South American country offers. From
the breathtaking salt flats of Uyuni to the lush Amazon rainforest, Bolivia provided
endless opportunities for adventures and unforgettable experiences.



I remember hiking through the towering Andes Mountains, surrounded by snow-
capped peaks and picturesque valleys. The pure, fresh air filled my lungs as I
marveled at the wonders of God's creation. Bolivia's landscapes served as a
constant reminder of the beauty and diversity of our world.

Fostering Relationships

One of the most precious aspects of being an MK in Bolivia was the relationships
we formed with the local community. The indigenous people welcomed us into
their homes and shared their stories, traditions, and struggles. We embraced their
way of life and gained a deep appreciation for their resilience and faith.

These friendships taught me the value of empathy, compassion, and the
importance of cultural exchange. Despite our differences, we were able to
connect on a human level and learn from one another. The memories of the
smiles, laughter, and shared meals will forever be engraved in my heart.

Returning Home

After spending many years in Bolivia, the time came for our family to return home.
The transition back to our native country was bittersweet. We left behind
cherished memories, dear friends, and a life that had shaped us in profound
ways.

Though I now find myself thousands of miles away from Bolivia, the impact of our
missionary work and the memories of the vibrant culture continue to shape my
life. They have instilled in me a deep sense of purpose and a lasting desire to
make a difference in the lives of others.

My memories of missionary life in Bolivia, South America as an MK are a
cherished part of my identity. They are a reminder of the transformative power of



love, faith, and cultural exchange. Bolivia will always hold a special place in my
heart, and I am forever grateful for the experiences I had and the relationships I
formed during my time there.

If you ever have the opportunity to embark on a missionary journey or visit a
foreign land, embrace it with an open heart and allow yourself to be transformed
by the people and experiences you encounter. You never know how much impact
they may have on your life.
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The Pichu Mini Chronicles 1 to 20 are the first volume of a two volume set, written
by James L. Roberts about his life as a missionary kid and second generation
evangelical Quaker missionary to Bolivia, South America between the years of
1952 and 1988. Each chronicle has a central theme and they are a sample of
James' specific memories chosen from the many adventures of his early
childhood and early adult missionary life in Bolivia, South America. In this small
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book you will find experiences related to the topics of latin culture, language,
missionary life in a South American country, travel, culture shock, ethnic foods,
geography of Bolivia, political climate of Bolivia, missionary collaboration with
Bolivian Quakers, etc. This bool would be a interesting resource for anyone
thinking about missionary service; especially to countries in South America.
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