
Learn To Play Blues Ukulele With Authentic
Licks Chords Techniques Concepts Hal
When it comes to playing the ukulele, most people imagine strumming sweet
melodies and capturing the essence of tropical music. While that's certainly a
delightful experience, there's another side to the ukulele that remains relatively
unexplored by many: the blues. Yes, that's right! The ukulele is not just a happy-
go-lucky instrument; it can also produce soul-stirring blues tunes that transport
you to smoky jazz clubs.

If you're intrigued by the idea of playing blues on the ukulele, then you're in the
right place. In this article, we will delve into the realm of blues ukulele and explore
the techniques, concepts, licks, and chords that make for an authentic bluesy
sound.

The Basics of Blues Ukulele

Before we dive deep into the world of blues ukulele, let's start with the basics.
The blues is a genre characterized by its expressive and emotional nature. It
originated in African American communities in the United States during the late
19th century and has since become a cornerstone of popular music.
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Playing the blues on the ukulele requires an understanding of specific techniques
and a mastery of blues scales, chords, riffs, and licks. While the ukulele may not
have the same range as a guitar, it can still capture the essence of the blues with
the right approach.

Authentic Licks And Techniques

To truly embrace the spirit of blues ukulele, it's essential to familiarize yourself
with authentic licks and techniques. These techniques help create the
characteristic sound that defines the blues genre.

Some notable techniques include:

Bending strings: This involves pushing or pulling the string to change its
pitch, allowing for expressive slides and vibrant melodies.

Vibrato: A technique that adds a wavering effect to a sustained note, creating
a sense of longing and emotion.

Sliding: Sliding between notes helps create smooth transitions and adds a
touch of sultriness to your playing.

Hammer-ons and pull-offs: These techniques involve playing a note and then
quickly hammering or pulling off to another note, giving your playing a
rhythmic and bluesy quality.
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By incorporating these techniques into your blues ukulele playing, you'll be able
to capture the essence of the genre and create a truly authentic sound.

Chords for Blues Ukulele

Next, let's explore the chords that form the backbone of blues ukulele. While the
traditional ukulele chords can still be used in a blues context, there are specific
chord progressions that help create that distinct blues sound.

Here are a few common blues chord progressions:

1. The 12-bar blues: This is perhaps the most well-known blues progression. It
follows the I-IV-V chord pattern, providing a solid foundation for blues
improvisation.

2. The 8-bar blues: Similar to the 12-bar blues, but condensed into eight bars,
this progression is perfect for shorter blues tunes.

3. The 16-bar blues: As the name suggests, this progression extends the 12-
bar blues by adding extra measures, allowing for more complex song
structures and variations.

By incorporating these blues chord progressions into your playing, you'll create a
solid framework for exploring blues melodies and improvisations on the ukulele.

Embracing Blues Concepts

To truly master blues ukulele, it's important to embrace the fundamental concepts
underlying the genre. These concepts can guide your playing and help you
develop a deeper understanding of blues music.

Some essential blues concepts include:



Call and response: A common pattern in blues music, where one musical
phrase is played and answered by another.

Bending the rules: Blues encourages breaking free from rigid musical
structures, allowing for improvisation and personal expression.

Expressive phrasing: Blues music relies heavily on the performer's
expressive phrasing, emphasizing bends, slides, vibrato, and other
techniques.

The blues scale: This scale, which consists of specific intervals, forms the
foundation for blues melodies and solos.

By internalizing these concepts and incorporating them into your playing, you'll be
able to capture the essence of blues ukulele and create captivating
performances.

Hal Leonard's Impact on Learning Blues Ukulele

When it comes to learning blues ukulele, a valuable resource to consider is Hal
Leonard's instructional material. Hal Leonard has a wealth of books, guides, and
online resources dedicated to the ukulele, including blues-specific materials.

Their books, such as "Blues Ukulele Method" by Lil' Rev, provide comprehensive
instructions, musical examples, and exercises that cater specifically to those
interested in blues ukulele. These resources are designed to help you develop
your skills and deepen your understanding of the genre.

Hal Leonard's dedication to providing quality educational content makes them a
trusted source for aspiring blues ukulele players. By utilizing their materials, you
can accelerate your learning process and unlock the potential of the blues on
your ukulele.



So, are you ready to step out of the traditional ukulele sound and venture into the
realm of blues? By embracing authentic licks, techniques, chords, and concepts,
you can transform your ukulele playing into a soulful and captivating blues
experience.

Remember, learning to play blues ukulele takes time, practice, and dedication.
But with resources like Hal Leonard's instructional materials and a passion for the
blues, you'll be well on your way to mastering this unique and expressive genre.

So go ahead, grab your ukulele, and let the blues take you on a journey of
emotion and musical exploration. Happy strumming!
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(Ukulele). The Hal Leonard Blues Ukulele Method is your complete guide to
learning blues ukulele. This book teaches you the basics of blues rhythm and
lead ukulele using authentic techniques and concepts. The accompanying audio
features demo tracks for every example. Topics covered include: chord comping,
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boogie rhythms, pentatonic and blues scales, string bending, classic blues licks &
riffs, double stops, intros & turnarounds, blues solos, fingerstyle blues, ukulele
slide blues, blues ukulele history and more!
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