
Journeys In Otherly Pastoralism - The Further
Reaches Of Folk And The Parallel

When it comes to exploring the vast tapestry of human existence, few things can
compare to embarking on journeys that take us to the further reaches of folk and
the parallel. In our modern society, where technological advancements dominate
our daily lives, it is easy to forget the deep-rooted connections we share with
nature and the traditions that have been passed down through generations.

Unveiling the World of Otherly Pastoralism

Otherly pastoralism is a concept that goes beyond our conventional
understanding of pastoralism. It transcends the boundaries of time and space,
delving into the mystical aspects of our collective consciousness. It is a mindset,
a way of being that beckons us to connect with the land, the animals, and the
spiritual heritage of our ancestors.
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In this article, we will embark on a captivating journey through the realms of
otherly pastoralism, exploring the intriguing practices, beliefs, and rituals that
have shaped communities throughout history. From the nomadic tribes of
Mongolia to the vibrant Celtic traditions of the British Isles, we will uncover the
secrets of these ancient cultures and discover their timeless wisdom.

The Power of Folklore in Shaping our Identity

Folklore, with its enchanting tales and mythical beings, has been an integral part
of human civilization for centuries. It is through the oral traditions, folklore, and
folk music that communities have preserved their values, passed down their
wisdom, and celebrated their unique identities.

From the haunting melodies of Scottish bagpipes to the lively dances of the
Polynesians, folk traditions have the power to transport us to a different time and
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place. They offer us a glimpse into the collective soul of a nation, revealing the
dreams, fears, and aspirations of its people.

Parallel Universes and the Exploration of Other Realities

Parallel universes, or alternate realities, have fascinated humanity for centuries.
They represent a realm of infinite possibilities, where our imagination can run wild
and where the laws of physics may bend and twist.

Throughout history, journeys into parallel universes have been a recurring theme
in folklore and mythology. From the mysterious portal in Alice in Wonderland to
the wardrobe opening into Narnia, these tales reflect our innate desire to explore
the unknown and challenge our perception of reality.

Rediscovering the Otherly Pastoral in Modern Times

While our society has become increasingly disconnected from nature and
traditional ways of life, there is a growing movement that seeks to rediscover and
embrace the otherly pastoral in modern times. People are yearning for a deeper
connection with the land, a simpler way of living, and a renewed sense of
spirituality.

From sustainable farming practices that honor the cycles of nature to the
resurgence of folk music and dance festivals, we are witnessing a renaissance of
the otherly pastoral spirit. This movement reminds us of the importance of
preserving our cultural heritage, cherishing our natural environment, and
nurturing our collective soul.

Embark on Your Own Journey

Now, it's your turn to embark on a journey into the further reaches of folk and the
parallel. Explore the hidden gems of otherly pastoralism and allow yourself to be



immersed in the traditions that have shaped our world.

Join a traditional music session in a cozy Irish pub, wander through the vibrant
markets of Marrakech, or spend a night under the starry skies of Mongolia. Let
the ancient stories guide you, the mystical melodies enchant you, and the
indescribable beauty of nature ignite your soul.

Remember, the world of otherly pastoralism is waiting for you, ready to unlock its
secrets and reveal its hidden wonders. Embrace the journey, and you will forever
be transformed by the power of folk and the parallel.
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A Year In The Country: Wandering Through Spectral Fields is an exploration of
the undercurrents and flipside of bucolic dreams and where they meet and
intertwine with the parallel worlds of hauntology; it connects layered and, at times,
semi-hidden cultural pathways and signposts, journeying from acid folk to
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edgelands via electronic music innovators, folkloric film and photography, dreams
of lost futures and misremembered televisual tales and transmissions.

The book includes considerations of the work of writers including Rob Young,
John Wyndham, Richard Mabey and Mark Fisher, musicians and groups The Owl
Service, Jane Weaver, Shirley Collins, Broadcast, the BBC Radiophonic
Workshop, Virginia Astley and Kate Bush, the artists Edward Chell, Jeremy Deller
and Barbara Jones and the record labels Trunk, Folk Police, Ghost Box and
Finders Keepers.

Also explored are television and film including Quatermass, The Moon and the
Sledgehammer, Phase IV, Beyond the Black Rainbow, The Spirit of Dark and
Lonely Water, Bagpuss, Travelling for a Living, The Duke of Burgundy, Sapphire
& Steel, General Orders No. 9, Gone to Earth, The Changes, Children of the
Stones, Sleep Furiously and The Wicker Man.

It draws together revised writings alongside new journeyings from the A Year In
The Country project, which has undertaken a set of year-long journeys through
spectral fields; cyclical explorations of an otherly pastoralism, the outer reaches
of folk culture and the spectres of hauntology. It is a wandering amongst
subculture that draws from the undergrowth of the land.

As a project, it has included a website featuring writing, artwork and music which
stems from that otherly pastoral/spectral hauntological intertwining, alongside a
growing catalogue of album releases.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

In keeping with the number of weeks in a year, the book is split into 52 chapters,
a selection of which are listed below:



Electric Eden: Unearthing Britain’s Visionary Music: Folk Vs Pop, Less Harvested
Cultural Landscapes and Acts of Enclosure, Old and New

Gather in the Mushrooms: Early Signposts and Underground Acid Folk
Explorations

Hauntology: Places Where Society Goes to Dream, the Defining and Deletion of
Spectres and the Making of an Ungenre

Ghost Box Records: Parallel Worlds, Conjuring Spectral Memories, Magic Old
and New and Slipstream Trips to the Panda Pops Disco

Folk Horror Roots: From But a Few Seedlings Did a Great Forest Grow

Tales From The Black Meadow, The Book of the Lost and The Equestrian Vortex:
The Imagined Spaces of Imaginary Soundtracks

Robin Redbreast, The Ash Tree, Sky, The Changes, Penda’s Fen Red Shift and
The Owl Service: Wanderings Through Spectral Television Landscapes

Kill List, Puffball, In the Dark Half and Butter on the Latch: Folk Horror
Descendants by Way of the Kitchen Sink

Queens of Evil, Tam Lin and The Touchables: High Fashion Transitional Psych
Folk Horror, Pastoral Fantasy and Dreamlike Isolation

Katalin Varga, Berberian Sound Studio and The Duke of Burgundy: Arthouse
Evolution and Crossing the Thresholds of the Hinterland Worlds of Peter
Strickland



The Midwich Cuckoos and The Day of the Triffids: John Wyndham, Dystopian
Tales, Celluloid Cuckoos and the Village as Anything But Idyll

The Spirit of Dark and Lonely Water: Public Information Films and Lost Municipal
Paternalisms

The Seasons, Jonny Trunk, the BBC Radiophonic Workshop and Howlround: A
Yearning for Library Music, Experiments in Educational Music and Tape Loop
Tributes

The Stone Tape, Quatermass, The Road and The Twilight Language of Nigel
Kneale: Unearthing Tales from Buried Ancient Pasts

Detectorists, Bagpuss, The Wombles and The Good Life: Views from a Gentler
Landscape

Weirdlore, Folk Police Recordings, Sproatly Smith and Seasons They Change:
Notes From the Folk Underground, Legendary Lost Focal Points and Privately
Pressed Folk
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10 Presidents Who Were Killed In Office -
Shocking Truth Revealed!
Throughout history, the role of a president has been filled with power,
ambition, and danger. While they carry the weight of the nation on their
shoulders, presidents also...
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The Blind Parables: An Anthology Of Poems
For centuries, poetry has been a medium for expressing emotions,
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Rival Conceptions Of Freedom In Modern Iran
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the chemistry and biological aspects of a certain species. Scientists
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