
Is Modern Society Losing Its Transcendence?
The Roots of the West's Decline
Throughout history, the human quest for meaning and purpose has been
intertwined with the concept of transcendence. It is the yearning to go beyond the
ordinary, to access something greater than ourselves, and to find significance in
the world. However, in today's fast-paced and materialistic society, there is a
growing concern that the West is experiencing a loss of transcendence and
subsequently suffering from a decline in various aspects of life.

With the rise of consumerism, technological advancements, and the focus on
individualism, many argue that contemporary society has prioritized immediate
gratification and material possessions over the pursuit of higher ideals. This shift
has resulted in a disconnection from the spiritual, the existential, and the
metaphysical realms that were once deeply embedded in Western culture.

The loss of transcendence can be observed in our education system, which often
prioritizes standardized testing and vocational training over fostering a sense of
wonder and intellectual curiosity. The focus on measurable outcomes rather than
nurturing the whole person limits the exploration of art, philosophy, and the
humanities – domains where transcendence has traditionally flourished.
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Furthermore, the decline of religious institutions in the West has contributed to
the erosion of transcendence. Organized religion, with its rituals, beliefs, and
community, has historically served as a conduit for individuals to transcend the
ordinary and connect with something higher. However, as religious participation
declines, there is a void left in the lives of many individuals who seek spiritual
connection and a deeper understanding of the world around them.

The commercialization and commodification of spirituality have also played a role
in diminishing transcendence. Concepts such as mindfulness, meditation, and
yoga, once rooted in ancient traditions and practices, have been repackaged and
mass-marketed as self-improvement tools or stress-relievers. While these
practices can undoubtedly bring benefits to individuals, the focus on superficial
aspects often neglects the profound transformative power that genuine
transcendence can offer.

The loss of transcendence can be seen in the decline of the arts as well. Where
once art was a means to express the ineffable, to capture the sublime, and to
inspire profound emotions, it has become increasingly reduced to a form of
entertainment or a commodity for the elite. The loss of artistic exploration and the
relegation of creative expression to a mere superficial distraction contribute to the
overall decline of transcendence in our culture.

Additionally, the rise of secularism and the dominance of materialistic values have
led to the marginalization of philosophical inquiry in public discourse. Thought-
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provoking questions about existence, morality, and the nature of reality are often
sidelined in favor of practical concerns and short-term solutions. By neglecting
these fundamental inquiries, society risks losing touch with the deeper meanings
and purpose that transcendence can provide.

The decline of transcendence in the West has far-reaching consequences. It
affects not only the individual's sense of meaning and fulfillment but also the
social fabric of our communities. Without a connection to something greater than
oneself, individuals struggle to find a sense of purpose and belonging, leading to
higher rates of depression, anxiety, and social isolation.

To halt the decline of transcendence, it is crucial to reestablish a balance between
material pursuits and the exploration of higher ideals. Education should embrace
the arts, humanities, and philosophy, allowing individuals to engage with
existential questions and develop a greater understanding of themselves and the
world. Institutions should create spaces for spiritual exploration and foster a
sense of community that goes beyond individualistic pursuits.

Furthermore, as a society, we must place value on the intrinsic worth of
transcendence itself. By recognizing its importance and integrating it into our
lives, we can restore a deeper sense of purpose and meaning to our existence.

, the loss of transcendence in the West is a significant concern that impacts
various facets of our lives. From education to spirituality, art, and philosophy, the
decline of transcendence threatens our connection to higher ideals, leaving
individuals and communities grappling with a sense of emptiness and existential
discontent. It is crucial for society to recognize the importance of transcendence
and take proactive steps to reintegrate it into our collective consciousness. Only
by doing so can we set the stage for a more meaningful and fulfilling future.
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The modern Western world is full of confusion. Divides over religion, politics, and
ethics continue to grow faster by the day. In the midst of this turmoil, a number of
proposals have been offered as to why this is happening, along with a variety of
solutions to these problems. Jordan Cooper argues that most treatments of our
cultural condition do not go far enough in capturing the essential philosophical
and theological shifts that have shaped the modern world.

Cooper contends that the crisis faced by Westerners in the twenty-first century
cannot be rightly discussed apart from the three transcendentals that shaped the
Western tradition from Socrates through the Protestant Reformation: truth,
goodness, and beauty. Western man's greatest need is not more technological
development, better politicians, or radical revolution; our need is to be connected
to the transcendental ground of our own being: God himself.

In this work, these three transcendentals are discussed first as they were
developed in classic Western thought, and second, as their importance has
declined in the modern world.
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