
Indigenous Freedom Through Radical
Resistance Indigenous Americas
The struggle for indigenous freedom in the Americas has been marked by
centuries of resistance against colonization, oppression, and marginalization.
Indigenous communities across the continent have shown incredible resilience in
their fight for self-determination and the protection of their ancestral lands and
cultures.

The Historical Context

The history of indigenous peoples in the Americas is fraught with violence,
dispossession, and forced assimilation. With the arrival of European colonizers,
indigenous communities faced the loss of their lands, the spread of diseases, and
cultural erasure. However, throughout this dark period, indigenous peoples
continued to resist, finding ways to preserve their ways of life and fight against
colonial powers.

One key example of indigenous resistance was the Zapatista uprising in Chiapas,
Mexico, in 1994. Comprised mostly of indigenous people, the Zapatistas fought
against social and economic inequalities, demanding land rights and autonomy.
Their struggle gained international attention and highlighted the importance of
indigenous resistance in the face of modern-day challenges.
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Challenges and Contemporary Indigenous Movements

Despite significant progress, indigenous communities in the Americas still face
numerous challenges in their fight for freedom and self-determination. Land
grabbing, environmental degradation, and systemic discrimination continue to
threaten their survival. However, a growing wave of indigenous movements has
emerged, employing radical resistance strategies to bring about meaningful
change.

One such movement is the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe's resistance against the
Dakota Access Pipeline (DAPL) in the United States. The tribe, along with
environmental activists, staged a months-long protest against the construction of
the pipeline, which threatened their water supply and sacred sites. Their
collective efforts, through non-violent direct action, drew global attention and
sparked a broader conversation about indigenous rights and environmental
justice.

Indigenous communities in Latin America have also been at the forefront of the
fight for freedom and autonomy. From the Mapuche people in Chile to the
Guarani-Kaiowa in Brazil, these communities have long resisted encroachments
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on their lands by multinational corporations and agribusiness. Through
occupations, protests, and legal battles, they continue to assert their rights and
demand justice.

Indigenous Resistance and Cultural Revitalization

Indigenous resistance is not just about reclaiming land and political power; it is
also deeply intertwined with cultural revitalization. Many indigenous communities
strive to preserve their traditional practices, languages, and knowledge systems,
which have been endangered by centuries of colonization.

In Canada, the Idle No More movement emerged in 2012, led by indigenous
women, to protest the government's failure to respect treaty rights and protect the
environment. The movement emphasized the importance of indigenous cultural
resurgence and called for a more inclusive and equitable society. Through round
dances, art, and grassroots organizing, Idle No More became a powerful symbol
of indigenous resistance and a catalyst for change.

The Road Ahead

The struggle for indigenous freedom through radical resistance is far from over.
While significant strides have been made, there is still much work to be done to
combat systemic injustices and ensure the rights and well-being of indigenous
communities in the Americas.

It is crucial for non-indigenous individuals and communities to ally themselves
with indigenous causes and recognize the ongoing legacy of colonization.
Supporting indigenous-led initiatives, educating oneself about indigenous issues,
and advocating for indigenous rights are just some of the ways we can contribute
to the fight for indigenous freedom.



Ultimately, indigenous freedom through radical resistance is about reclaiming
power, challenging dominant narratives, and forging a more just and inclusive
society for all. It is a call to honor the rich diversity of indigenous cultures and
support their right to self-determination.

As We Have Always Done: Indigenous Freedom
through Radical Resistance (Indigenous
Americas)
by Leanne Betasamosake Simpson(3rd ed. Edition, Kindle Edition)

4.7 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 933 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
X-Ray for textbooks : Enabled
Print length : 216 pages

Winner: Native American and Indigenous Studies Association's Best Subsequent
Book 2017
Honorable Mention: Labriola Center American Indian National Book Award 2017

Across North America, Indigenous acts of resistance have in recent years
opposed the removal of federal protections for forests and waterways in
Indigenous lands, halted the expansion of tar sands extraction and the pipeline
construction at Standing Rock, and demanded justice for murdered and missing
Indigenous women. In As We Have Always Done, Leanne Betasamosake
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Simpson locates Indigenous political resurgence as a practice rooted in uniquely
Indigenous theorizing, writing, organizing, and thinking.

Indigenous resistance is a radical rejection of contemporary colonialism focused
around the refusal of the dispossession of both Indigenous bodies and land.
Simpson makes clear that its goal can no longer be cultural resurgence as a
mechanism for inclusion in a multicultural mosaic. Instead, she calls for
unapologetic, place-based Indigenous alternatives to the destructive logics of the
settler colonial state, including heteropatriarchy, white supremacy, and capitalist
exploitation.
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