
How to Establish Your Career Immediately
Upon Entry as a New Immigrant
Are you a new immigrant looking to establish your career in your adopted country
as soon as possible? Congratulations on taking this exciting step towards building
a successful future! We understand that starting a new life in a foreign land can
be overwhelming, especially when it comes to finding suitable employment. But
fear not! With the right strategies and a positive mindset, you can accelerate your
career growth and achieve your professional goals swiftly.

1. Research the Job Market

Before diving into job applications, it's crucial to conduct thorough research on
the job market in your new country. Understand the industries that are thriving
and have a high demand for skilled professionals. Look into job descriptions and
requirements for positions you are interested in, and identify any skill gaps you
may have. This will help you tailor your resume and cover letter to the specific
needs of employers in your target field.

2. Leverage Your Existing Network

Don't underestimate the power of networking, even as a new immigrant. Reach
out to friends, family, and community members who may already be established
in your adopted country. Attend networking events and join professional
organizations related to your field to connect with like-minded individuals who can
offer guidance and potentially refer you to job opportunities. Building a strong
professional network can significantly speed up your job search process.
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3. Polish Your Resume and Cover Letter

Your resume and cover letter are your first impression to potential employers.
Tailor them specifically for each job application, highlighting relevant skills,
experiences, and accomplishments. Be sure to address any gaps in your
employment history or education, providing context for recruiters.

Additionally, consider getting your credentials assessed for equivalency in the
new country. This will provide potential employers with a better understanding of
your educational background and may increase your chances of securing
interviews.

4. Understand Cultural Differences

As a new immigrant, you may encounter cultural differences in the workplace.
Take the time to familiarize yourself with the cultural norms and expectations of
your adopted country. This includes understanding communication styles,
hierarchy, and work-life balance. Adapting to these cultural differences will
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demonstrate your willingness to integrate seamlessly into the work environment,
making you a more attractive candidate to employers.

5. Seek Professional Development Opportunities

Continuous learning and professional development are key to advancing your
career in any country. Identify courses, workshops, or certifications that align with
your career goals and invest in acquiring new skills or enhancing existing ones.
This not only demonstrates your commitment to growth but also allows you to
stay updated with industry trends and best practices.

6. Be Resilient and Stay Positive

Establishing a career as a new immigrant may not happen overnight, and
setbacks are natural. However, it's essential to stay positive, embrace resilience,
and never give up. Celebrate small wins along the way and learn from any
rejections or challenges. Your determination will shine through and set you apart
from other candidates, ultimately leading to professional success.

Being a new immigrant doesn't have to be a barrier to establishing a successful
career. By researching the job market, leveraging your network, polishing your
application materials, understanding cultural differences, seeking professional
development opportunities, and maintaining a positive mindset, you can fast-track
your career growth and create a prosperous future in your adopted country.
Remember, the journey may have its ups and downs, but every step you take
brings you closer to realizing your professional aspirations.
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Drawing on his first few years as an immigrant, Ron Auza narrates how people
constantly reminded him of this widely accepted advice: “New immigrants, no
matter how highly experienced and educated they are, will not be able to work in
their field of expertise immediately upon arriving in a new country. At first they will
have to take on survival jobs for months, if not years, and work their way up again
from the bottom.” The thing that bothers him the most is that immigrants have
come to believe this as the outright truth.

The reality of these statements is apparent in almost every fellow immigrant he
has met … doctors working as cab drivers, engineers flipping burgers at fast-food
chains, nurses serving at restaurants, accountants working as cashiers in grocery
stores, and many other examples of professionals working jobs that do not match
their professional skills and capabilities.
Ron affirms that by believing in this reality, immigrants gradually experience
discouraging effects. Hidden beneath their smiles and comforts are
disappointment and frustration due to unmet expectations. Even worse,
immigrants have accepted this as their fate, abandoning their dreams and
passions—the very skills and capabilities that brought them to their new country.
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Within two months of his arrival in Canada, Ron started his first job as a director
of business excellence in a large multinational company. In this book he shares
the hope that new immigrants can choose a different reality; that going with the
crowd is not always the best or most rewarding path. Ron tells how he did it and
offers his advice to new immigrants so they can skip survival jobs and quickly
establish their desired careers upon entry in a new country.
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