
How Schools Create Inequality In The Tech
Era
In today's digital age, technology has become an integral part of our daily lives.
From smartphones to laptops, from social media to online learning platforms,
technology has revolutionized the way we live, work, and communicate. However,
as the reliance on technology continues to grow, so does the inequality gap within
the education sector. This article explores how schools contribute to the creation
of inequality in the tech era and the implications it has on students.

The Digital Divide

One of the main reasons schools have a role in perpetuating inequality is the
concept of the digital divide. The digital divide refers to the gap between those
who have access to digital technologies and those who do not. While some
students have easy access to computers, high-speed internet, and other tech
resources, there are many others who lack these essential tools. Consequently,
students without access to technology are at a disadvantage when it comes to
digital literacy and acquiring the necessary skills for the modern workforce.

The lack of access to appropriate technology not only affects students'
educational opportunities, but it also hampers their ability to develop critical
thinking, problem-solving, and communication skills that are crucial in the 21st-
century digital economy.
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Unequal Distribution of Resources

Another aspect that contributes to inequality in schools is the unequal distribution
of resources. Schools in affluent areas often have larger budgets, allowing them
to invest in state-of-the-art technology and provide their students with the best
resources available. On the other hand, schools in low-income neighborhoods
struggle to secure the necessary funding to upgrade their technology
infrastructure.

This discrepancy in resource allocation further widens the gap between privileged
students and those from disadvantaged backgrounds. Without access to the
same resources, students from underprivileged schools are left behind in
developing the tech skills required to thrive in today's competitive job market.

Biased Educational Systems

The educational systems in many countries also contribute to the creation of
inequality in the tech era. Traditional educational practices tend to favor rote
learning and standardized testing, often overlooking the practical application of
technology in real-world scenarios. This approach tends to disadvantage students
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who may have different learning styles or come from non-traditional educational
backgrounds.

Moreover, the lack of diversity in the curriculum and teaching staff perpetuates
stereotypes and biases that hinder equal opportunities for all students. Women
and minority students, in particular, face greater barriers in pursuing tech-related
fields due to biased perceptions and limited representation.

The Role of Socioeconomic Background

Socioeconomic background plays a crucial role in further exacerbating the
inequality within the tech era. Affluent families are more likely to have the means
to provide additional technological resources at home, such as personal
computers and high-speed internet. This home advantage gives these students a
head start in their exposure to technology and hampers the progress of their less
privileged counterparts.

Consequently, the digital divide becomes not only an issue within schools but
also extends to the home environment. Students from economically
disadvantaged backgrounds are more likely to struggle in accessing online
learning platforms and keeping up with assignments, particularly during the
COVID-19 pandemic, where many schools have shifted to remote learning.

The Importance of Addressing Inequality

In order to ensure equal opportunities for all students in the tech era, it is
imperative for educators, policymakers, and society as a whole to address the
issues of inequality within schools. Here are a few steps that can be taken
towards reducing the digital divide:



1. Investing in technology infrastructure and providing equal access to devices
and high-speed internet in all schools

2. Implementing comprehensive digital literacy programs that teach students
how to effectively use technology

3. Promoting diversity in the curriculum and incorporating technology into
various subjects

4. Providing professional development opportunities for teachers to enhance
their technological skills and keep up with the latest advancements

5. Creating partnerships with tech companies and community organizations to
bridge the gap and provide additional resources

By addressing these issues, schools can play a crucial role in reducing inequality
and equipping students from all backgrounds with the necessary tools to succeed
in the tech-dominated world.

As technology continues to shape our society and economy, the role of schools
becomes even more significant in ensuring equal opportunities for all students.
By recognizing and addressing the factors that contribute to inequality in the tech
era, schools can pave the way for a more inclusive and equitable future. Access
to technology and digital skills should not be limited to a privileged few, but rather
accessible to all students, regardless of their socioeconomic background. It is
through collective efforts and a commitment to bridging the digital divide that we
can create a more equal society in the tech era.
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In the digital age, schools are a central part of a nationwide effort to make access
to technology more equitable, so that all young people, regardless of identity or
background, have the opportunity to engage with the technologies that are
essential to modern life. Most students, however, come to school with digital
knowledge they’ve already acquired from the range of activities they participate in
with peers online. Yet, teachers, as Matthew H. Rafalow reveals in Digital
Divisions, interpret these technological skills very differently based on the race
and class of their student body.

 

While teachers praise affluent White students for being “innovative” when they
bring preexisting and sometimes disruptive tech skills into their classrooms, less
affluent students of color do not receive such recognition for the same behavior.
Digital skills exhibited by middle class, Asian American students render them
“hackers,” while the creative digital skills of working-class, Latinx students are
either ignored or earn them labels troublemakers. Rafalow finds in his study of
three California middle schools that students of all backgrounds use digital
technology with sophistication and creativity, but only the teachers in the school
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serving predominantly White, affluent students help translate the digital skills
students develop through their digital play into educational capital. Digital
Divisions provides an in-depth look at how teachers operate as gatekeepers for
students’ potential, reacting differently according to the race and class of their
student body. As a result, Rafalow shows us that the digital divide is much more
than a matter of access: it’s about how schools perceive the value of digital
technology and then use them day-to-day.
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