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Germany's role in World War Il is often seen as a tale of military expansion,
aggression, and ultimately defeat. However, a closer look at the key strategic
decisions made by Germany between 1940 and 1945 reveals the complexity of

their approach and the factors that influenced their actions.
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The Fall of France: A Turning Point

One of the pivotal moments in Germany's strategy was the successful invasion of
France in 1940. This victory gave Germany control over Western Europe and
allowed them to focus their attention on their eastern borders. The decision to
strike France first, rather than pursuing the defensive strategy of World War |,

demonstrated Germany's intent to establish dominance in Europe.
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By occupying France and neutralizing their western front, Germany could redirect
their forces towards the east, targeting the Soviet Union. This move was driven
by a combination of ideological motives, including Hitler's belief in the superiority
of the Aryan race, as well as strategic considerations. The German leadership
saw the Soviet Union as a potential threat and sought to eliminate it before it

could become a stronger adversary.

The Battle of Britain: A Failed Strategy

Following their success in France, Germany turned their attention to Britain and

attempted to achieve air superiority through the Battle of Britain. This strategic
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decision proved to be a critical mistake, as the German Luftwaffe failed to gain
control of the skies, resulting in a failed invasion attempt and a significant blow to

Germany's war effort.

The failure to defeat Britain and eliminate it as a potential threat allowed the
British to regroup, rebuild their forces, and establish strategic alliances with other

countries, ultimately leading to a broader coalition against Germany.

The Invasion of the Soviet Union: A Costly Gamble

Perhaps the most significant strategic decision made by Germany during the war
was the invasion of the Soviet Union in 1941. This massive offensive, dubbed
Operation Barbarossa, aimed to destroy the Soviet Union and secure Germany's

access to resources in the east.

However, the invasion of the Soviet Union proved to be a costly gamble that
stretched Germany's military capabilities to their limits. The harsh winters, vast
distances, and the resilience of the Soviet forces led to significant losses for the
Germans. The decision to invade the Soviet Union diverted valuable resources

and attention from other potential targets, weakening Germany's overall position.

The Battle of Stalingrad: A Turning Point

One of the most renowned battles of World War Il, the Battle of Stalingrad,
unfolded from 1942 to 1943. This conflict marked a turning point in Germany's
strategic decision-making and ultimate fate. The German leadership,
underestimating the strength and determination of the Soviet forces, committed

extensive resources to capture the city of Stalingrad.

The Battle of Stalingrad resulted in a catastrophic defeat for Germany, with over

800,000 of their soldiers dead, wounded, or captured. This loss severely



weakened Germany's military capability and morale, greatly shifting the balance

of power in favor of the Allies.

The Normandy Invasion: Germany's Defeat Beckons

In 1944, the Allied forces launched a massive invasion of German-occupied
France, known as D-Day or the Normandy Invasion. This bold strategic decision
enabled the Allies to establish a foothold in Europe and initiate a long and

grueling campaign to liberate Western Europe.

The Normandy Invasion proved to be a decisive blow to Germany's war effort as
they faced significant losses and ultimately found themselves in a two-front war.
The invasion marked the beginning of the end for Germany, and their chances of

victory grew increasingly slim as the Allies pushed towards Berlin.

The Battle of Berlin: Germany's Surrender

In April 1945, the Soviet forces launched a final offensive on Berlin, effectively
sealing Germany's fate. The Battle of Berlin saw intense street fighting and
marked the collapse of Hitler's regime. On May 2, 1945, Germany surrendered

unconditionally, bringing an end to the war in Europe.

The key strategic decisions made by Germany between 1940 and 1945 ultimately
contributed to their downfall. While they initially achieved remarkable successes,
their aggression and overextension ultimately weakened them and allowed the

Allies to gain the upper hand.

Germany's ambitious plans and miscalculated strategies demonstrate the
significance of strategic decision-making in times of conflict. Understanding these
decisions helps shed light on the complexities of war and its lasting impacts on

nations.
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This is a closely argued and wide-ranging assessment of just how, with so many
alternatives open, the German High Command chose the path that led, ultimately,
to its own destruction. Heinz Magenheimer examines in detail the options that
were open to the Germans as the war progressed. He identifies the crucial
moments at which fateful decisions needed to be made, and considers how
decisions different from those actually taken could have propelled the conflict in
entirely different directions. Using the very latest source material, in particular
new research from Soviet Russian sources, the author analyses motives and
objectives and considers the opportunities acted upon or rejected, concentrating

especially on specific phases of the conflict.
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