
Five Foundational Sector Disruptions: The
Lifecycle Of Civilizations And The Future Of
Society
Throughout history, civilizations have risen and fallen, each leaving behind an
impact on humanity's collective memory. These cycles of rise and decline have
often been driven by disruptive changes in key sectors, shaping the course of
society and its future. In this article, we will explore five foundational sector
disruptions that have influenced the lifecycle of civilizations and their lasting
legacies.

The Agricultural Revolution: Cultivating the Seeds of Civilization

At the heart of every civilization lies its ability to produce and sustain food. The
agricultural revolution was a monumental shift that took humanity from a nomadic
existence to settled agricultural communities. With the discovery of farming
techniques, societies could produce surplus food, leading to population growth,
division of labor, and the establishment of permanent settlements. This disruption
laid the groundwork for complex social structures, trade, and the birth of urban
civilizations.
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The Industrial Revolution: Unleashing the Power of Machines

The industrial revolution marked the transition from agrarian societies to the era
of mass production, powered by machines and factories. The invention of steam
power and mechanization revolutionized agriculture, manufacturing, and
transportation. This disruption unleashed an unprecedented wave of productivity,
resulting in economic growth, urbanization, and the birth of the modern capitalist
system. It also gave rise to new social classes, labor movements, and debates
about the role of technology in society.
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The Information Revolution: Connecting the World in Real Time

In the late 20th century, humanity experienced another foundational disruption—
the information revolution. The advent of computers, the internet, and digital
technologies dramatically transformed the way we communicate, access
information, and conduct business. This disruption ushered in the age of
globalization, collapsing barriers of time and space. We became interconnected
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in real-time, leading to exponential growth in data, knowledge sharing, and the
rise of the knowledge economy.

The Green Revolution: Nurturing a Sustainable Future

As the world faced increasing population growth and environmental challenges,
the green revolution emerged as a response to the need for sustainable
agricultural practices. This disruption focused on improving agricultural
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productivity through the of high-yielding crop varieties, advanced irrigation
systems, and the use of fertilizers and pesticides. The green revolution not only
increased food production, but it also raised concerns about environmental
impacts, sustainability, and the need for balance between growth and
preservation.

The Technological Revolution: Shaping the Destiny of Civilization
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We find ourselves at the brink of another foundational disruption—the
technological revolution. Rapid advancements in artificial intelligence, robotics,
biotechnology, and nanotechnology are reshaping every facet of society. This
disruption holds the potential to redefine work, healthcare, education, and human
capabilities. It also raises critical ethical questions, such as the impact of
automation on employment, the ethics of genetic engineering, and the balance
between human agency and technology.
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The Future of Civilization: Balancing Disruptions and Sustainability

As we reflect on these foundational sector disruptions, it becomes evident that
the evolution of civilizations is intertwined with transformative changes in key
sectors. Each disruption brings with it the potential for prosperity, improvement,
and progress, but also challenges and consequences that must be carefully
managed.

The future of civilization lies in our ability to harness these disruptions while
ensuring sustainability and inclusivity. As societies adapt to new technologies, it
becomes imperative to address inequality, preserve our natural resources, and
cultivate a culture of responsible innovation. Only by embracing the lessons of the
past and making informed decisions can we shape a future where the benefits of
disruption are shared by all.

Are you ready to be part of shaping the future, or will you be left behind? Join us
as we explore the transformative potential of foundational sector disruptions and
the future of society.
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We are on the cusp of the fastest, deepest, most consequential transformation of
human civilization in history, a transformation every bit as significant as the move
from foraging to cities and agriculture 10,000 years ago.

During the 2020s, key technologies will converge to completely disrupt the five
foundational sectors that underpin the global economy, and with them every
major industry in the world today. In information, energy, food, transportation, and
materials, costs will fall by a 10x or more, while production processes an order of
magnitude more efficient will use 90% fewer natural resources with 10x-100x less
waste.

The knock-on effects for society will be as profound as the extraordinary
possibilities that emerge. For the first time in history, we could overcome poverty
easily. Access to all our basic needs could become a fundamental human right.
But this is just one future outcome. The alternative could see our civilization
collapse into a new dark age. Which path we take depends on the choices we
make, starting today. The stakes could not be higher.

"Rethinking Humanity will be required reading for civic leaders, executives, and
government officials."
- Guido Jouret, Chief Digital Officer at ABB

"Rethinking Humanity is seminal. Whether you run a company, a city, or a nation
state, you need to understand the simple patterns that drive complexity,
disruption, and change in human history. The future belongs to those societies
who can both make the right technology choices and reorganize their governance
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and belief systems to capture the exponentially growing opportunities in front of
us."
- Jose Cordeiro, Director, Millenium Project; ViceChair, Humanity Plus; Candidate
for the European Parliament

"It’s not easy to blow my mind. But earlier this week, I sat down and read a
research report by RethinkX. I’ve been picking up the pieces of my
consciousness ever since."
- The Motley Fool
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