First Of Ragtime: The Musical Style that
Revolutionized Music!

When it comes to music, certain genres and styles have played a crucial role in
shaping the industry and influencing future musicians. One such genre is ragtime,
a unique musical style that emerged in the late 19th century and took the world
by storm. In this article, we will explore the history, characteristics, and impact of
ragtime music, shedding light on its significance in changing the course of music

forever.

1. What is Ragtime?

Ragtime is a vibrant and syncopated genre of music that originated in African-
American communities during the late 1800s. It is characterized by its lively
rhythm, complex melodies, and distinctive left-hand bass patterns on the piano.
Ragtime music quickly became a sensation and ultimately set the foundation for

jazz and other popular music styles.

2. The Pioneers and the Firsts

The first known composer of ragtime music was Ernest Hogan, an African-
American musician who wrote the infamous "All Coons Look Alike to Me" in 1896,
widely regarded as the first sheet music to be labeled as a "ragtime" composition.
However, it was Scott Joplin who truly brought ragtime into the mainstream with
his composition "Maple Leaf Rag" in 1899. This piece became an instant hit,
selling over a million copies and firmly establishing ragtime as a major musical

style.
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Joplin, known as the "King of Ragtime," went on to compose numerous ragtime
pieces, such as "The Entertainer" and "The Easy Winners." His compositions
were not only enjoyed by the general public but also inspired a generation of

musicians, including future jazz legends.

3. The Characteristics of Ragtime

Ragtime music is defined by several distinctive characteristics that set it apart
from other musical styles of its time. First and foremost, the syncopated rhythm,
where the emphasis falls on offbeat notes, creates an infectious and energetic
feel. This rhythmic complexity adds a unique dimension to ragtime music, making

it instantly recognizable.

Additionally, ragtime melodies are typically composed as a series of self-
contained sections or "strains." These strains often feature contrasting musical
ideas and motifs, contributing to the dynamic and evolving nature of ragtime

compositions.

4. Ragtime's Impact on Music
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The rise of ragtime music had a profound impact on the music industry and paved
the way for future genres. One significant influence was the birth of jazz, as
ragtime provided a foundation for improvisation and syncopated rhythms that
became the hallmark of this genre. The popularity of ragtime also fueled the

demand for pianos, leading to increased sales and production.

Ragtime not only transformed the musical landscape but also played a crucial
role in breaking down racial barriers. Although initially developed in African-
American communities, ragtime quickly gained popularity among diverse
audiences, showcasing the power of music to unite people irrespective of their

background.

5. Legacy and Enduring Appeal

Despite the decline of ragtime's mainstream popularity in the early 1900s, its
influence can still be felt today. Many musicians, both in jazz and beyond,
continue to draw inspiration from ragtime's intricate melodies and syncopated
rhythms. Ragtime festivals and events are held worldwide, celebrating this

important musical style and keeping it alive for future generations.

, ragtime music holds a special place in the history of music. Through its
infectious rhythms and innovative melodies, it revolutionized the industry, giving
birth to jazz and influencing countless musicians. Its enduring legacy serves as a
testament to the power of music to transcend time and continue captivating

audiences worldwide.
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This compilation of easy-to-play ragtime favorites features 24 rollicking melodies
by "The Big Three" of ragtime — Scott Joplin, James Scott, and Joseph Lamb —
plus pieces by Eubie Blake, Tom Turpin, and other artists. Popular tunes include
"Maple Leaf Rag," "The Entertainer," and "Tiger Rag." Novices of all ages will
delight in these simplified arrangements of carefully selected pieces. The editor
provides suggested fingerings and comments on each piece that include
background on the composers and tips for performance.

Along with the twenty-four piano arrangements, this collection includes a free
MP3 download for every piece, which will help beginning pianists develop an ear

for the melodies. The MP3s may be downloaded individually or collectively.
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