
Ethical Values And The Integrity Of The
Climate Change Regime: Law, Ethics, And
Beyond
In recent years, the issue of climate change has gained significant attention
globally. With the world facing an unprecedented environmental crisis, it has
become crucial to understand the ethical dimensions and integrity of the climate
change regime. This article delves into the intersection of law, ethics, and climate
change, exploring the ethical values that underpin the international efforts to
combat global warming and their impact on the integrity of the climate change
regime.

The Brussels Agreement: A Milestone in Global Climate Ethics

One of the foundational documents in the climate change regime is the Brussels
Agreement. Signed in 2015, this global accord aims to limit global warming to well
below 2 degrees Celsius, with a goal to strive for 1.5 degrees Celsius. At its core,
the Brussels Agreement reflects ethical principles, such as intergenerational
equity, common but differentiated responsibilities, and the right to sustainable
development.

Intergenerational equity acknowledges the rights of future generations to a
sustainable environment. This ethical value calls for taking actions today that
ensure the well-being of future generations, emphasizing the need for long-term
thinking and sustainable development practices. The Brussels Agreement
incorporates this value by setting long-term goals to minimize environmental
harm for future generations.
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The principle of common but differentiated responsibilities recognizes that
developed countries, historically responsible for the majority of greenhouse gas
emissions, bear a greater burden in addressing climate change. This ethical
value seeks to promote fairness and equity in the global efforts to combat global
warming. By acknowledging the historical responsibility of developed countries,
the Brussels Agreement aims to rectify past injustices and create a more just and
equitable future for all.

The right to sustainable development is another vital ethical principle enshrined in
the Brussels Agreement. It recognizes the need for economic growth and
development while ensuring the protection of the environment. This ethical value
emphasizes the importance of finding a balance between economic progress and
environmental sustainability. The climate change regime, guided by the Brussels
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Agreement, seeks to promote sustainable development practices that prioritize
both economic well-being and environmental conservation.

Challenges to the Integrity of the Climate Change Regime

While the ethical values embedded in the climate change regime are essential,
several challenges threaten the integrity of this global effort. Some countries
prioritize short-term economic gains over long-term environmental sustainability,
compromising the integrity of the climate change regime. This challenge is
particularly prevalent in developing countries, where economic development is
often seen as more immediate and pressing.

The issue of political will also poses a significant challenge to the integrity of the
climate change regime. Some governments, influenced by powerful interest
groups or short-sighted political considerations, may undermine the
implementation of climate change policies. This lack of political commitment
hampers the effectiveness of the climate change regime, limiting its ability to
achieve its goals.

Furthermore, there is a lack of accountability and enforcement mechanisms
within the climate change regime. While the Brussels Agreement sets ambitious
targets, there is no system in place to monitor and enforce compliance with these
targets. This lack of accountability weakens the integrity of the climate change
regime, as countries may not feel compelled to meet their commitments.

Integrating Ethics into Climate Change Law

To strengthen the ethical foundation and integrity of the climate change regime, it
is essential to integrate ethics into climate change law. Such integration would
require a comprehensive framework that explicitly aligns legal obligations with
ethical principles. This framework will not only guide policy-making but also serve



as a basis for evaluating the legitimacy and effectiveness of climate change
legislation.

One proposed approach to integrating ethics into climate change law is through
the establishment of an international court for environmental justice. This
specialized court would be responsible for adjudicating disputes related to climate
change and ensuring the enforcement of climate change commitments. By
providing a platform for holding countries accountable, this court would enhance
the integrity of the climate change regime and promote compliance with ethical
obligations.

Additionally, education and awareness campaigns are crucial in promoting the
understanding of ethical values associated with climate change. By educating the
public about the ethical dimensions of climate change, individuals can make
informed choices and demand accountability from their governments. This
grassroots movement for ethical climate action can put pressure on governments
to prioritize environmental sustainability and uphold the integrity of the climate
change regime.

A Collective Responsibility for a Sustainable Future

The fight against climate change requires collective responsibility and a
commitment to ethical values. It is not merely a matter of scientific and
technological advancements but also a matter of ethics and integrity. The
international community must recognize the urgency and importance of
addressing climate change ethically, safeguarding the rights of future
generations, promoting fairness and equity, and ensuring the right to sustainable
development.



As individuals, we have the power to make a difference. By embracing
sustainable practices in our daily lives, demanding accountability from our
governments, and advocating for ethical climate action, we can contribute to the
integrity of the climate change regime and pave the way for a sustainable future.

Let us join forces and work towards a world where ethical values shape climate
policies and environmental sustainability is at the forefront of global priorities.
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This book investigates the ethical values that inform the global carbon integrity
system, and reflects on alternative norms that could or should do so. The global
carbon integrity system comprises the emerging international architecture being
built to respond to the climate change. This architecture can be understood as an
'integrity system'- an inter-related set of institutions, governance arrangements,
regulations and practices that work to ensure the system performs its role
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faithfully and effectively. This volume investigates the ways ethical values impact
on where and how the integrity system works, where it fails, and how it can be
improved. With a wide array of perspectives across many disciplines, including
ethicists, philosophers, lawyers, governance experts and political theorists, the
chapters seek to explore the positive values driving the global climate change
processes, to offer an understanding of the motivations justifying the creation of
the regime and the way that social norms impact upon the operation of the
integrity system. The collection focuses on the nexus between ideal ethics and
real-world implementation through institutions and laws. The book will be of
interest to policy makers, climate change experts, carbon taxation regulators,
academics, legal practitioners and researchers.
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