
Dogs Judy Prisoner of War - The
Extraordinary Tale of Loyalty and Bravery

Dogs have always been known for their loyalty and unconditional love towards
humans. Throughout history, numerous stories have emerged showcasing the
unwavering dedication of these incredible animals. Among them, the tale of Judy,
a dog who served as a lifeline to British prisoners of war during World War II,
stands out as a remarkable example of bravery and devotion.

to Judy, the Brave Dog

Judy was a liver and white English pointer, born in Shanghai, China, in 1936. She
quickly became the mascot of the British Royal Navy cruiser, HMS Gnat. Her
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playful demeanor and friendly nature allowed her to build strong bonds with the
sailors on board.
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However, Judy's life took an extraordinary turn when the HMS Gnat was attacked
and eventually sank near the coast of Sumatra in February 1942. After enduring
over two days in the ocean, Judy somehow made her way to a deserted island,
along with a few surviving sailors. It was on this remote island that Judy's true
adventure began.

Judy's Impact on the Prisoners of War

Following their rescue from the deserted island, Judy and the surviving sailors
were captured by the Japanese and classified as prisoners of war. They were
sent to various labor camps, including the infamous Changi Prison in Singapore.

Throughout their imprisonment, Judy became a symbol of hope and solace for
the captured soldiers. Her unwavering loyalty and affection offered them a much-
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needed reminder of the world they had left behind. She provided a sense of
normalcy amidst the harsh realities of war.

Judy was not just a source of emotional support; she also helped her human
comrades in practical ways. She would locate fresh water sources, alert the
prisoners of approaching guards by barking, and even catch rats to supplement
their meager diets.

The Legendary Escape

As the war progressed, Judy and her companions were transferred to a new
camp in Medan, Indonesia. It was during a perilous attempt to escape from this
camp that Judy's loyalty reached new heights.

One night, while the prisoners were making their escape through dense jungle
terrain, Judy managed to locate an underground river filled with crocodiles.
Instead of warning the prisoners of the danger and abandoning them, Judy
persistently barked, attracting the attention of the guards, and ultimately leading
to the recapture of everyone.



Judy leading the escapees through dangerous jungle terrain.

After the War

Fortunately, the war finally ended in 1945, and Judy was liberated along with her
fellow soldiers. After enduring so many hardships, she found herself in the United
Kingdom, where she gained celebrity status for her remarkable story.

In recognition of her extraordinary bravery and service, Judy was awarded the
Dickin Medal, also known as the "Animal Victoria Cross," in May 1946. She
became the only dog to receive this prestigious honor during the entirety of World
War II.

Judy's Later Life and Legacy
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Following her acclaim, Judy lived a life of peace and comfort. She settled in
England and spent the rest of her days in the company of her devoted human
friends. Unfortunately, she passed away in February 1950, leaving behind a
legacy of courage and resilience.

Judy's remarkable story continues to inspire dog lovers and history enthusiasts
around the world. Her unwavering loyalty, courage, and determination in the face
of adversity serve as a powerful reminder of the bond between humans and their
loyal canine companions.

The story of Judy, the brave dog prisoner of war, is an extraordinary testament to
the unwavering loyalty and bravery of dogs. Her impact on the captive soldiers,
as well as her heroic acts, make her a true icon of wartime resilience. Judy's story
will forever remind us of the extraordinary lengths our loyal four-legged friends
are willing to go in order to protect and serve their human counterparts.

So, the next time you see a dog wagging its tail with unconditional love,
remember Judy, the extraordinary dog who transformed the lives of prisoners of
war during World War II.
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Meet Judy: an English Pointer and member of her Majesty's Royal Navy who
served bravely alongside her crew during World War II. When her ship was sunk
by the enemy, Judy became the only canine prisoner of war of the Japanese.

Join Judy on her incredible journey from puppy to soldier to POW as she narrates
her story of survival and heroism. This "dog's-eye view" takes readers into the
heart of the naval action of WWII and will leave you cheering for Judy and her
human companions as they overcome countless obstacles and prove time and
again why a dog really is man's best friend.
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