
Diy Strategies For The Traveling Whitetail
Hunter
Are you an avid hunter who loves the thrill of pursuing whitetail deer? If so, you
probably know that hunting in different locations can present unique challenges.
Being a traveling whitetail hunter requires adaptability, resourcefulness, and
careful planning. In this article, we'll explore DIY strategies that can help you
maximize your success while on the road.

1. Research and Scout

The key to success as a traveling whitetail hunter is to thoroughly research your
destination beforehand. Look for areas with high deer populations, favorable
weather conditions, and available public hunting land. Utilize online resources,
topographic maps, and local hunting forums to gather as much information as
possible.

Once you've selected a location, it's crucial to scout the area extensively. Without
prior knowledge of the terrain and deer behavior, your chances of success will be
reduced. Spend time walking the area, studying tracks, browsing areas, and
bedding sites. Use trail cameras to monitor deer movement patterns and identify
potential trophy bucks.
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2. Plan Your Hunt

Once you have research and scouting information, it's time to plan your hunt
meticulously. Take into consideration the season, weather conditions, and deer
habits specific to the region. Plan your hunting strategy accordingly, whether it's
spot-and-stalk, tree stand hunting, or ground blinds.

Identify potential hunting spots based on your scouting findings and create a
schedule that includes specific hunting areas and the best times to hunt in each
spot. Consider factors such as wind direction, food sources, water sources, and
natural funnels. Having a well-planned hunt increases your chances of
encountering whitetail deer during their most active periods.

3. Be Self-Sufficient

As a traveling hunter, it's essential to be self-sufficient and prepared for any
situation. Pack all the necessary gear, including hunting apparel, proper
weapons, ammunition, and camping essentials. Bring enough food, water, and
cooking supplies to last your entire trip.

Additionally, make sure to equip yourself with a basic first aid kit and knowledge
of wilderness first aid. Accidents can happen, and being prepared can make a
significant difference in an emergency situation.

4. Follow the Law
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Every state and region has its own hunting regulations and laws. It's your
responsibility as a traveling hunter to familiarize yourself with these rules and
ensure you are in compliance at all times. Research hunting seasons, licenses,
tags, bag limits, and any special restrictions specific to the area you'll be hunting
in.

Respect private property boundaries and obtain permission from landowners
when hunting on private land. By following the law, you not only avoid potential
legal problems but also contribute to the preservation of wildlife populations and
their habitats.

5. Practice Patience and Adaptability

Hunting is not always a guaranteed success, and as a traveling whitetail hunter,
you must accept that fact. Patience and adaptability are key virtues that will serve
you well in the field.

Remember that every hunting opportunity is a learning experience. Even if you
don't harvest a deer, observe their behavior, analyze the terrain, and understand
the patterns. Adapt your strategies based on the information you gather and the
outcomes of your hunts.

6. Network and Learn from Locals

One advantage of being a traveling hunter is the opportunity to connect with local
hunters and learn from their experiences. Engage with fellow hunters, whether it's
at local sporting goods stores, hunting campsites, or online hunting communities.

Local hunters can provide valuable insights into the area's deer behavior, hunting
techniques, and potentially guide you to areas that have been productive in the



past. They may also introduce you to hidden gems and lesser-known hunting
spots that can boost your chances of success.

Being a traveling whitetail hunter can be an exciting and rewarding experience.
The combination of strategic research, thorough planning, adaptability, and self-
sufficiency will increase your odds of a successful hunt in unfamiliar territory.

Remember to always follow the law and respect the environment while practicing
ethical hunting methods. Enjoy the journey as much as the destination, and
welcome the challenges and triumphs that come with being a DIY traveling
whitetail hunter.
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Bernie Barringer AKA “The Freelance Bowhunter” has made more than 20 Do-it-
yourself whitetail bowhunting trips in a dozen states. He is well known as the guy
who moves into a new area, figures out the bucks and gets it done even when
surrounded by the heavy hunting pressure that often accompanies public land.
And he has been able to do each hunt on a tight budget so he can hunt two, three
and sometimes four states each hunting season.
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This is not another book on patterning deer, reading sign or hunting rubs and
scrapes; the author assumes the reader has a basic understanding of deer
behavior and hunting tactics. This book goes to the next level and helps the
reader take what he knows on the road to hunt to improve the chances of being
successful in a short window of time.
Barringer shares tactics that can help you be successful hunting public land in the
great destination states. He starts with a broad approach by explaining how to
choose the right state and offers loads of information and stats on the best states
with nonresident tag data, seasons and application information for each. From
there he helps you narrow your search to the right area within the state and the
particular property that shows the most promise. Finally, he helps you pick out
what he calls the “perfect stand site; the killing tree where you will get your first
big buck or your next big buck.”
He also goes into detail on the aggressive hunting tactics needed to be
successful. He explains how to eat well on the road, explores lodging options,
discusses effective trail camera use, choosing the right equipment for the mobile
hunter, and how to deal with a buck on the ground when you are miles from
home.
The Freelance Bowhunter offers details of the free hunting opportunities available
in the 16 best whitetail “destination states” which helps the traveling hunter
choose where he would like to hunt on his first or his next DIY hunting trip.
Any whitetail hunter who has ever considered traveling across state lines to have
a chance to shoot a mature buck will find this a gold mine of useful information.
Every deer hunting enthusiast should have this valuable reference.
“There are television deer shooters and then there are deer hunters. Bernie is
clearly a hunter. This book should be required reading for every deer hunter
setting off on a hunt in a new area. This is not just another book about rubs and
scrapes, it’s a treasure of valuable information. I wish I had this book years ago.”
– Myles Keller, Legendary Bowhunter



"DIY road trips are becoming more popular as a new generation of whitetail
bowhunters gain the confidence to venture far from home. Bernie Barringer has
put in the years and miles required to become a consistently successful DIY
whitetail bowhunter. What he's learned will help you, too. His book offers a proven
game plan for success.” -- Gordon Whittington, Editor in Chief, North American
Whitetail

“No archer I know is as willing to do what it takes to be a successful DIY whitetail
bowhunter like Bernie Barringer. That he would share his secrets is a gift you
should treasure. Do what he says and you, too, can successfully bowhunt big
whitetails on the cheap, just like Bernie has been doing for decades.” -- Bob
Robb, Editor, Whitetail Journal Magazine.

“When it comes to traveling and bowhunting mature whitetails, the time
constraints and weather variables often handcuff even the most seasoned
whitetailer. It’s these situations where Barringer’s tactics and problem-solving
ideas really shine. Success in the whitetail woods with stick and string is often
elusive, yet the base knowledge contained herein is priceless.” – Tom Miranda,
Bowhunting Super Slammer

“Bernie is a “been there, done-that” deer hunter whose advice can make you a
better bowhunter, especially if you’re a do-it-yourselfer. And that’s why his new
book is a savvy investmet that offers suggestions to expand horizos and boost
success.” -- M. R. James, Founder,
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