
Discover the Fascinating World of Relaying
Cinema in Midcentury Iran
The midcentury era in Iran was a time of great transformation and cultural
exchange. Among the various art forms that flourished during this period, the
cinema held a special place in the hearts of Iranians. Interestingly, cinema in Iran
during this time wasn't limited to traditional movie theaters – it was also relayed
through a unique network across the country.



What is Relaying Cinema?

Relaying cinema, also known as cinema relays or mobile cinema, was an
innovative approach to bring the magic of movies to rural areas and smaller
communities across Iran. Instead of relying solely on fixed movie theaters,
cinema relays utilized a network of portable projectors, screens, and audio
equipment to screen movies in various locations.
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The Rise of Cinema Relays

The emergence of cinema relays in Iran can be attributed to several factors.
Firstly, the rapid urbanization and population growth during the midcentury made
it difficult for traditional movie theaters to reach every corner of the country.
Additionally, Iran's diverse landscape, with its mountains, deserts, and remote
villages, presented logistical challenges for setting up permanent cinemas.

Furthermore, the Iranian government recognized the importance of cinema as a
means of cultural dissemination and education. In an effort to bring the benefits of
cinema to all citizens, the government actively supported the establishment of
cinema relays, providing funding and resources to facilitate their operation.

The Cinematic Experience

Attending a cinema relay screening was a unique experience for Iranians at the
time. The movie would be projected onto a large screen set up in an open space,
such as a stadium or a public square. People from nearby villages and towns
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would gather to watch the film, creating a sense of community and shared
enthusiasm.

The thrill of watching movies under the starry sky, surrounded by fellow movie
enthusiasts, added a magical touch to the experience. Many cinema relays would
also organize cultural events and performances alongside the screenings, further
enhancing the entertainment value and drawing larger crowds.

Challenges and Impact

Despite its popularity, cinema relays faced various challenges. The equipment
used for screenings was often outdated, resulting in poorer picture and sound
quality compared to traditional movie theaters. Traveling long distances to reach
remote areas also posed logistical difficulties for the operators.

Nevertheless, cinema relays played a crucial role in introducing cinema to people
who otherwise might not have had access to it. They helped bridge the cultural
divide between urban and rural areas, bringing people together through the
universal language of film. This cultural exchange fostered a deeper
understanding and appreciation of cinema, contributing to its wider acceptance
within Iranian society.

Legacy and Evolution

Over time, as technology advanced and infrastructure improved, cinema relays
gradually gave way to more permanent movie theaters. However, the impact they
had on Iranian cinema cannot be overstated. Many renowned Iranian filmmakers
and actors started their careers in the heyday of cinema relays, and the cultural
exchange they facilitated continues to influence the artistic landscape of Iran.



Today, the legacy of cinema relays can still be seen in the efforts to make cinema
accessible to all Iranians. Initiatives such as mobile cinemas and outdoor
screenings in rural areas aim to recreate the communal cinematic experience that
was so cherished in the midcentury.

Rediscover the Magic

Relaying cinema in midcentury Iran was not just about watching movies, it was
about the power of storytelling, cultural exchange, and the sense of wonder that
can be sparked by a shared experience. As we look back at this captivating era in
Iranian cinema, we are reminded of the importance of accessibility, inclusivity,
and the universal language of film.
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Relaying Cinema in Midcentury Iran investigates how the cultural translation of
cinema has been shaped by the physical translation of its ephemera. Kaveh
Askari examines film circulation and its effect on Iranian film culture in the period
before foreign studios established official distribution channels and Iran became a
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notable site of world cinema. This transcultural history draws on cross-archival
comparison of films, distributor memos, licensing contracts, advertising schemes,
and audio recordings. Askari meticulously tracks the fragile and sometimes
forgotten material of film as it circulated through the Middle East into Iran and
shows how this material was rerouted, reengineered, and reimagined in the
process.
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