
Combating Foreign Election Interference In
the Digital Age: Ethics, National Security, and
the Battle for Democracy
The digital era has revolutionized every aspect of our lives, from the way we
communicate to the way we conduct business. However, as technology
advances, so do the challenges we face, especially when it comes to
safeguarding our democratic processes. Foreign election interference has
emerged as a significant threat to the integrity of democratic elections worldwide.
In this article, we delve into the ethical implications of foreign election
interference, its impact on national security, and the steps necessary to combat
this growing menace.

Elections in the Digital Age: A New Battlefield for Democracy

Elections have always been a battleground of ideas, policies, and visions for the
future. In the digital age, however, elections have become vulnerable to new
forms of manipulation. Foreign actors, state-sponsored or otherwise, have
realized the power of the internet and social media as tools to influence voters
and undermine democratic processes. By disseminating false information,
promoting divisive content, and exploiting individuals' personal data, foreign
adversaries can subtly and significantly alter the outcomes of elections.

One of the most infamous examples of foreign election interference is the
Russian intervention in the 2016 United States Presidential Election. Russian
entities exploited social media platforms to disseminate misinformation, sow
discord, and amplify existing divisions within American society. The impact of this
interference still lingers, raising concerns over the erosion of trust in democratic
institutions and the potential manipulation of future elections.
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Foreign Election Interference: The Ethical Implications

At its core, foreign election interference raises critical ethical questions. It
challenges the principles of transparency, fairness, and informed decision-making
that underpin democratic elections. When foreign actors manipulate the
information available to voters, it distorts the democratic process and undermines
the freedom of choice that citizens should have. In a society where the will of the
people is meant to shape its future, foreign interference erodes the democratic
foundation, leaving citizens vulnerable to influences that are not representative of
their own needs and desires.

Furthermore, foreign election interference raises concerns over privacy and the
misuse of personal data. As sophisticated digital campaigns target individuals
based on their online behaviors and preferences, it becomes evident that citizens'
privacy is at stake. By using this data to target and influence voters, foreign

FREE

https://book-downloads-hub.web.app/free-book.html?pdf-file=%3D%3D
https://book-downloads-hub.web.app/free-book.html?pdf-file=
https://book-downloads-hub.web.app/free-book.html?pdf-file=


actors compromise the autonomy and agency of individuals, threatening the
fundamental rights and freedoms that democracies strive to protect.

The National Security Implications

Foreign election interference goes beyond its ethical ramifications; it also poses a
significant threat to national security. When foreign actors infiltrate and
manipulate democratic processes, they undermine trust in governmental
institutions and create internal rifts. These divisions weaken a nation and
compromise its ability to respond effectively to both external and internal
challenges. Moreover, foreign adversaries can exploit their interference
campaigns to gather intelligence, exert political influence, or even blackmail
officials, further compromising national security interests.

Additionally, the rise of foreign election interference highlights the vulnerability of
digital infrastructure. We live in a world where critical systems, such as energy
grids, transportation networks, and military operations, rely on digital connectivity.
If foreign actors can manipulate elections, they may also have the capability to
manipulate these critical systems, leading to potential chaos and disruption.
Recognizing this, defending against foreign election interference becomes not
only an ethical imperative but a matter of national security for any country.

Combating Foreign Election Interference: Safeguarding Democracy

Addressing the threat of foreign election interference requires a multifaceted
approach that involves various stakeholders, including governments, tech
companies, civil society organizations, and citizens themselves. Here are some
key strategies to combat this growing menace:

1. Strengthening Cybersecurity:



Enhancing the resilience of digital infrastructure is paramount. Governments and
tech companies must invest in robust cybersecurity measures to protect critical
systems and prevent unauthorized access by foreign actors.

2. Promoting Digital Literacy and Media Literacy:

Empowering citizens with the skills to identify and differentiate between reliable
and unreliable information is crucial. Media literacy education should be
integrated into school curriculums to ensure individuals can critically evaluate the
content they consume online.

3. Transparency and Disclosure:

Tech companies should prioritize transparency and disclose information about
political advertisements, sponsored content, and accounts suspected of engaging
in malicious activities. Users should also be aware of the origins and motivations
behind the content they encounter.

4. International Cooperation:

Foreign election interference is a global issue that demands global solutions.
Governments must cooperate with each other, share intelligence, and establish
norms and regulations to deter malicious actors from interfering in foreign
elections.

5. Ethical Use of Data:

Legislation and regulations should be implemented to govern the collection,
storage, and usage of personal data by tech companies. Individuals' privacy and
autonomy must be protected to prevent foreign actors from exploiting personal
information to manipulate elections.

6. Continuous Monitoring and Analysis:



Organizations specializing in cybersecurity and digital analysis should be
supported to detect and analyze suspicious activities online. Keeping a proactive
watch on social media platforms and other digital spaces can facilitate early
detection of foreign interference campaigns.

The Future of Democracy in the Digital Age

The battle to combat foreign election interference stretches beyond traditional
borders. As technology evolves, so do the tactics employed by malicious actors
seeking to undermine democratic values. Governments, tech companies, civil
society organizations, and citizens must work together to establish robust
defenses against foreign interference. By prioritizing the ethical principles that
underpin democracy and the national security interests at stake, we can
safeguard the integrity of our elections and preserve the cornerstone of our
democratic societies: the will of the people.

As we navigate the digital age, let us remain vigilant against the threats that
foreign election interference poses. Together, we can protect our democratic
processes, ensure the validity of our elections, and uphold the principles that
define our democratic societies.
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Election interference is one of the most widely discussed international
phenomena of the last five years. Russian covert interference in the 2016 U.S.
Presidential Election elevated the topic into a national priority, but that experience
was far from an isolated one. Evidence of election interference by foreign states
or their proxies has become a regular feature of national elections and is likely to
get worse in the near future. Information and communication technologies afford
those who would interfere with new tools that can operate in ways previously
unimaginable: Twitter bots, Facebook advertisements, closed social media
platforms, algorithms that prioritize extreme views, disinformation, misinformation,
and malware that steals secret campaign communications.

Defending Democracies examines the problem through an interdisciplinary lens
and focuses on: (i) defining the problem of foreign election interference, (ii)
exploring the solutions that international law might bring to bear, and (iii)
considering alternative regulatory frameworks for understanding and addressing
the problem. The result is a deeply urgent examination of an old problem on
social media steroids, one that implicates the most central institution of liberal
democracy: elections.

The volume seeks to bring domestic and international perspectives on elections
and election law into conversation with other disciplinary frameworks, escaping
the typical biases of lawyers who prefer international legal solutions for issues of
international relations. Taken together, the chapters in this volume represent a
more faithful representation of the broad array of solutions that might be
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deployed, including international and domestic, legal and extra-legal, ambitious
and cautious.
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